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MONTHLY REVIEW, 
For M A Y, 1785. 











Art. I. The Works of the Rev. Dr. Jonathan Swift, Dean of St. 
Patrick’s, Dublin. Arranged, revifed, and corrected. By Thomas 
Sheridan, A.M. A New Edition, in Seventeen Volumes, 8vo. 
sl. 10s. boards. Cadell, &c. 1784. 


NE motive that engaged Mr. Sheridan to undertake the 
prefent work, arofe from the very unfatisfactory manner 
in which the fubjeét of it had been treated by others. ‘TThough 
feveral attempts have been made to delineate the life and character 
of Swift, they have all been deficient, in one refpect or another : 
the accounts of his various biographers having either been dif- 
guifed by falfehoods, or rendered imperfect for want of informa- 
tion, 

The firft perfon * who attempted to gratify the curiofity of 
the Public with fome particulars refpe€ting the character of the 
Dean, was the Earl of Orrery, in a feries of Letters addrefled 
tohis Son +. Mr. Sheridan is very fevere on the noble Lord; 
and obferves, that the man who calls himfelf in thefe letters che 


friend of Swift, and who was, during his lifetime, his greateft 


flatterer, became, after his death, the moft malignant defamer 
of his memory. This wark was received with uncommon in- 
dignation in Ireland. Neverthelefs it had a very rapid fale, 
and paft through feveral editions; while the fing!e edition of Dr. 
Delany’s ,dnfwer ¢ tothe Earl’s Letters ¢ itill remains unfold, 
though incomparably fuperior in every thing which can recom- 
mend writings of that kind.’ 





* We muft extépt the entertaining anecdotes in the firft volume 
of Mrs. Pilkington’s Membirs,. publifhed about a year before the 
commeéncément of our Review. aa 

+ For our account of Lord Orrery’s work, fee Review, Vol. V. 
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t For-our accomt of Dr: Delany’s work, fee Rev, Vol. XI. 
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The Life of Swift, by his relation, Deane Swift Efq; ¢ exe 
cited at firft fome expectation ; but it was fucceeded by difap- 
pointment, and the work configned to oblivion *.’ 

Mr. Sheridan pays a juft tribute of refpect to the judgment 
and candour of Dr. Hawkfworth ; yet * as his materials were 
confined to fuch only as were contained in former publications, 
the view he hath given of the Life of Swift is very imperfea.’ 

Dr. Johnfon alfo engaged in the fame undertaking; but, 
in our Author’s opinion, he hath executed the tafk with as little 
regard to truth, or candour, as Lord Orrery. 

‘ Thefe feveral publications, which place the life and charaéter of 
Swift in very different, and often oppofite points of light, have occa- 
fioned great diverfity in the judgments formed of them by the world, 
according to the different degrees of prejudice or candour in their 
feveral readers.’ 

Mr. Sheridan then mentions his reafons for undertaking to 
delineate the character which others had drawn in fo imperfect 
a manner; but we are apprehenfive, that fome of the reafons 
which he alleges, however they may credit the feelings of his 
heart, will yet bring fome fufpicion on his impartiality. We 
too ep aot in thefe pages, meet with the flattering pane- 
gyrift inftead of the faithful biographer; and Mr. Sheridan’s 
© love to the perfon,’ and § reverence for the charaéter’ of Swift, rife 
into encomiums almoft too high for human merit. ‘** Give me 
fuch a friend while living; and after my death, may I have fuch 
a writer to record my virtues, and emblazon my excellencies”— 
fays felf-love.. But what doth fober hiftory fay? would it adopt 
Mr. ~steiaain language—of which the following is a fpeci- 
men ! 

‘ Swift’s charaéter as a man hath hitherto been very problemati- 
cal; nor fhall I find it eafy, notwithftanding the moft convincing 
proofs, to perfuade mankind, that one who flourifhed in the begin- 
ning of this century, in times of great corruption, fhould afford in 
himfelf a pattern of fuch perfect virtue, as was rarely to be found in 
the annals of the ancient republic of Rome, when virtue was the 
mode.’——‘ In the following hiftory, Swift hath been reprefented as 
a man of the moft difinterefted principles, regardlefs of felf, and con- 
ftantly employed in doing good to others; in atts of charity and li- 
berality, in proportion to his means, perhaps without an equal in his 
days; a warm champion in the caufe of liberty ;—of incorruptible 
integrity, inviolable truth, and fteadinefs in friendfhip; utterly free 


ftom vice, and living in the conftant difcharge of all moral and 
Chriftian duties.’ 


At the conclufion of the Introduction, thefe blazing enco- 
miums are collected into one ftrong point :—* It is of, moment 








* For an account of Mr. Deane Swift’s ‘* Effay. an the Life, 
Writings, and Character of Dean Swift,” fee Rey. Vol. XIE. p. 24fe: 
to 
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to the genera! caufe of religion and morality to make it appear, 
that the greatcf? genius of the age was a man of the truef? piety and 
moft exalted virtue.’ 

The defign of the following pages is to illuftrate and con- 
firm this propofition. But, unfortunately, it is fometimes over~ 
thrown by the evidence which is adduced to eftablifh it: and if 
any future enemy to Swift fhould conceive the malevolent de- 
fizn of demonftrating that he was many degrees fhort of per- 
fection in a moral, political, or religious capacity, he need only 
appeal to the life of the Dean written by his friend, Mr. Sheri- 
dan, for the proof. 

It might be looked on as an invidious tafk to fele& particular 
inftances of Swift’s ill temper and ill conduét ;—fuch inftances 
as undoubtedly detraét from what deferves the appellation of a 
perfec? charaéter, and are fcarcely reconcileable with the com- 
mon duties of civil life, and the univerfal law of charity and 
juftice. 

But we take no pleafure in dwelling on thofe infirmities (to 
give them the /ofte/? name we can) which fully the luftre of his 
reputation, and which mixed even with his higher and more 
prominent virtues. We would rather be his apologifts, than his 
calumniators ; and are better pleafed with a hiftory of his life in 
which his excellencies are difplayed, than one in which his 
faults are aggravated. But apology fhould not entrench too far 
on truth; and though errors and imperfections may be excufed ; 
yet, in excufing them, care fhould be taken left palliation fhould 
be mifconftrued as defence. 

The work before us, exclufive of the Dedication, Introduction, 
and Appendix, is divided into feven fections; the contents of 
which are as follows: 

Sect. I, Lire or Doctor Swirt, from his Birth to the 
Death of Sir William Temple. 

The particulars refpe€ting his birth and education are in ge- 
neral fo well known, that we fhall not repeat them in our jour- 
nal; we will only fele& what will moft amufe or moft inform 
our Readers, either by its novelty or its importance. 

Swift’s having been refufed his degree of Batchelor of Arts 
hath occafioned much fpeculation. This curious circumftance 
is thus related by his prefent Biographer : 

‘ He told me that he had made many efforts, upon his entering 
the College, to read fome of the old treatifes on logic writ by Smeg- 
lefius, Keckermannus, Burg: rfdicius, &c. and that he never had pa- 
tence to go through three pages of any of them, he was fo difgufted 
at the ftupidity of the work. When he was urged by his tutor to 
make himfelf mafter of this branch, then in high eftimation, and 
held effentially neceffary to the taking of adegrees Swift afked him, 
What it was he was to learn from thofe books? His tutor told him, 


The art of reafoning. Swift faid, That he found no want of any fuch 
Y 2 art ; 
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art; that he could reafon very well without it; and that, as far 2s 
he could obferve, they who had made the greateft proficiency in 
logic, had, inftead of the art of reafoning, acquired the art of 
wrangling ; and inftead of clearing up obfcurities, had learned how 
to perplex matters that were clear enough before. For his own pars, 
he was contented with that portion of reafon which God had given 
him, and he would leave it to time and experience to ftrengthen and 
dire&t it properly ; nor would he run the rifk of having it warped or 
falfely biafled, by any fyftem of rules laid down by fuch ftupid 
writers; of the bad effeéts of which he had but too many examples 
before his eyes, in thofe reckoned the moft acute logicians. And 
accordingly he made a firm refolution that he never would read any 
of thofe books. Which he fo pertinacioufly adhered to, that though 
he was {topped of his degree the firft time of fitting for it, on account 
of his not anfwering in that branch, he went into the hall a fecond 
time, as ill prepared in that refpect as before; and would alfo have 
been ftopped a fecond time, on the fame account, if the intereft of 
his friends, who well knew the inflexibility of his temper, had not 
ftepped in, and obtained it for him; though in a manner little to 
his credit, as it was inferted in the College Regiftry, that he ob- 
tained it /peciali gratia, by {pecial favour; where it ftill remains 
upon record. 

* In going though the ufual forms of difputation for his degree, 
he told me he was utterly unacquainted even with the logical terms, 
and anfwered the arguments of his opponents in his own manner, 
which the Proétor put into proper form. There was one circum- 
ftance in the account which he gave of this, that furprifed me with 
regard to his memory ; for he told me the feveral queftions on which 
he difputed, and repeated all the arguments ufed by his opponents 
in fyllogittic form, together with his anfwers. 

‘ He remamed in the College near three years after this, not 
through choice, but necefflity, little known or regarded. By fcho- 
lars he was efteemed a blockhead; and as the lownefs of his circum- 
Stances would not permit him to keep company of an equal rank 
with himfelf, upon an equal footing, he fcorned to take up with 
thofe of a lower clafs, or to be obliged to thofe of a higher. He lived 
therefore much alone, and his time was employed in purfuing his 
courfe of reading in hiftory and poetry, then very unfafhionable 
ftudies for an academic; or in gloomy meditations on his unhappy 
circumftances. Yet, under this heavy preffure, the force of his ge- 
nius broke out, in the firft rude draft of the Tale of a Tub, written 
by him at the age of nineteen, though communicated to nobody but 
his chamber-fellow Mr. Waryng; who, after the publication of the 
book, made no fcruple to declare that he had read the firft fketch of 
it in Swift’s hand-writing, when he was of that age.’ 

Swift’s firft preferment was to be Prebend in the diocefe of 
Connor, This he foon after refigned to a poor eurate, who had 
only forty pounds a year for the maintenance of a very nume- 
rous family of children, ‘The circumftances attending this act 
of benevolence are well defcribed by our Author; and the fol- 
lowing reflection, on the * exgui/fte pleafure’ which it afforded the 
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heart of Swift, is fingularly happy, both for the thought and the 


exprefion. ‘* Nor is this to be wondered at, fince it was the 
firft opportunity he ever had of letting loofe that {pirit of gene- 
rofity and benevolence, whofe greatnefs and vigour, when pent 
up in his own breaft by poverty and dependence, ferved only as 
an evil fpirit to torment him.’ 

Sect. II. From the Death of Sir William Temple to the Time 
of his Introduttion to Lord Oxford. 

The firft political traét which Swift publifhed, was entitled, 
A Difcourfe of the Contefts and Diffentions in Athens and Rome. It 
made its appearance in the year 1701, at the time when the na- 
tion was ina ferment on account of the impeachment of the 
Earls of Portland and Oxford, Lord Somers and Lord Halifax, 
by the Houfe of Commons. © The Author concealed his name ; 
nor was he at that time connected with any of the leaders of that 
party in whofe favour the piece feems to have been written. 
His motives were wholly of a public nature ; and fuch as became 
his truly difinterefted and patriotic fpirit. ‘ The truth,’ fays his 
Biographer, * is, that Swift at that time was of no party. He 
fided with the Whigs merely becaufe he thought the Tories 
were carrying matters too far, and by the violence of their pro- 
ceedings were likely to overturn that happy balance in our ftate 
fo lately fertled by the glorious Revolution, to which there was 
not a fafter friend in England than himfelf.’ Swift acknowledged 
himfelf to be the author of the Difcour/e, &c. in the heat of argu- 
ment with an Irifh Bifhop, who infifted very ftrongly that it was 
written by Bifhop Burnet. “This was the only piece he ever ex~ 
plicitly avowed as his own production. With refpeét to all his 
other publications to which he did not affix his name, he left 
xhe world to make its own conjectures with re{pe& to the author. 
He maintained a kind of dignified referve, and feemed always to 
court that equivocal fhade which half-/hewed and half-veiled his 
intentions and purfuits. 

‘ Early in the enfuing fpring, King William died; and Swift, 
on his next vifit to London, found Queen Anne upon the throne. 
I: was generally thought, upon this event, that the Tory party 
would have had the afcendant ; but, contrary to all expectation, the 
Whigs had managed matters fo well, as to get entirely into the 

ueen’s confidence, and to have the whole adminiftration of affairs 
in their hands. Swift’s friends were now in power, and the Whigs 
in general, knowing him to be the author of the Difcourfe on the 
Contefts, &c. confidered themfelves as much obliged to him, and 
looked upon him as faft to their party. The chiefs accordingly ap- 
plied to him for his affiftance in the meafures which they were taking ; 
and there is no doubt that he had now a fair opening for gratifying 
his ambition to the utmoft, only by joining heartily with them, and 
exerting his talents on their fide. But great as his ambition was, he 


would not have purchafed its higheft gratifications at the expence of 
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his principles; nor would all the wealth and honours of the realm, 
accumulated, have tempted him to att contrary to the conviction of 
his mind. Upon examining into their new political fyftem, which 
varied in many points from that of the old Whigs, he confidered 
feveral of their meafures as of a dangerous tendency to the conftitu- 
tion. Notwithftanding, therefore, both his intereft and perfonal at- 
tachments were of their fide, he declined all overtures made to him 
by the heads of the Whiggith party, and after fome time determined 
to have no concern in their affairs. This conduct in Swift was fo 
unexpeéted, for they had all along counted upon him as a fure man, 
that it met with the fame fort of refentment from the Whigs, as if he 
had deferted their party, and gone over to the enemy ; though Swift, 
jn reality, fo little liked thé proceedings of either, that for feveral 
years he kept himfelf entirely a neutral, without meddling in any 
fhape in politics. 

‘ The chief reafon that made him decline any connection with 
the Whigs at that time, was, their open profeflion of Low-church 
principles; and under the fpecious name of toleration, their en- 
couragement of fanatics and fectarifts of all kinds to join them. 
But what above all moft fhocked him, was, their inviting all Deitts, 
Freethinkers, Atheifts, Jews, and Infidels, to be of their party, un- 
der pretence of moderation, and allowing a general liberty of con- 
fcience. As Swift was in his heart a man of true religion, he could 
not have borne, even in his private character, to have mixed with 
fuch a motley crew. But when we confider his principles in his po- 
litical capacity, that he looked upon the Church of England, as by 
law eftablifhed, to be the main pillar of our newly erected conftitu- 
tion, he could not, confiftently with the character of a good citizen, 
join with thofe who confidered it more as an ornament, than a fup- 

ort to the edifice; who could therefore look on with compofure 
while they faw it undermining, gr even open the gate toa blind 
multitude, to try, like Sampfon, their ftrength againft it, and con- 
fider it only as fport. With fuch a party, neither his religious nor 

olitical principles would fuffer him to join ; and with regard to the 

ories, as is ufual in the violence of factions, they had run into op- 
pofite extremes, equally dangerous to the ftate.’ PF 

In thefe reflections we think we clearly perceive what are Mr. 
Sheridan’s principles of toleration. He hath caught the lan- 
guage of thofe days, when the bigotry ° under the fpecious names” 
of zeal and orthodoxy, fhook the very pillars of the reformation; 
and while it pretended to fecure the church from danger, was une 
dermining the beft interefts of truth, religion, and liberty. 

It is high time to rife fuperior to thofe prejudices which agi- 
tated the contending parties of that day; and if we relate their 
quarrels, let us do it like thofe who are above taking any fhare 
in them. 

Mr. Sheridan fs very warm in his panegyric on the Tale of a 
Tub. He confiders it as a work truly friendly to the interefts of 
religion; and thinks nothing could have been better contrived ta 
make religion once more a general topic of converfation : * but,’ re- 
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soins he, © of fuch converfation as no longer excited the difagree- 
able and malevolent paffions ; but fuch as gave rife to cheerful- 
nefs and mirth.’ This it feems was the bleffed effet produced 
by the Tale of the Tub; though moft of the ferious part of the 
clergy and the laity, even among the high churchmen, blufhed 
for the author ; and thought religion was the laft thing he troubled 
himfelf about. ‘ Seripped,’ fays Mr. Sheridan, ‘ of the frightful 
mafk with which her face had been covered by bigotry and en- 
thufiafm, and adorned with all the graces of the comic mufe, re- 
ligion became a welcome gueft in all companies. “The beauty 
of the church of England by a plain and well-conduéted alle- 
gory, adapted to all capacities, was fhewn in the moft obvious 
light, by the characters of fimplicity and moderation, which are 
the true marks of Chriftianity, in oppofition to the pageantry, 
fuperftition, and tyranny of the church of Rome on the one 
hand ; and the fpleen, hypocrify, and enthufiafm of Calvinifm 
on the other. This had been often done before, in a ferious 
way; but it was the new manner of treating the fubject that 


produced the great effeé.’ 
Sect. 11. From the Introdudtion to Mr. Harley, to the Death 


of the Queen. 

Here Swift’s political importance begins to open wider and 
wider; and he views himfelf in avery flattering light. He, 
however, flatters himfelf too much. We cannot think that he 
was of that teal confequence that he fuppofed himfelf to be. 
He was a very ufeful man to the party under which he had en- 
lifted himfelf; but in their treatment of him they rather hu- 
moured his oddities, and condefcended to his whims, than made 
him, what he was fond of thinking himéelf, a pillar of the ftate, 
Mr, Sheridan puts a different conftru@ion on their condué& to- 
wards him; and is of opinion that the Minifters regarded him 
in a higher light than as the temporary inftrument of their po- 
ficy. We cannot fay that we are convinced by his reafoning : 
and there is one paflage in the ‘Journal to Stella, which clearly 
fhews in what light he was regarded by his great friends, and 
what fort of connection and intercourfe _— between them : 

Feb. 17, 1710-11. 

‘ The Miniftry are good, honeft, hearty fellows. rule tnt like 
dogs, becaufe I expect they will ufe me fo. They call me nothing 
but Jonathan: and I faid, I believed they would leave me Jonathan 
as they found me: and that I never knew a Minifter do any thing 
for thofe whom they make companions of their pleafures: and I be- 
lieve you will find it fo; but I care not.’ 

Yes: he did care for it. And becaufe the Minifters cared fa 
little about it, he was haunted with jealoufies ; and his final dif- 
appointment was the evil /pirit that tormented him all his days, 
and *¢ tore his heart with that cruel indignation,” which he was ready 


to impute to a more generous and difinterefted principle. 
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Sect. IV. Confifts of a Review of Swift's Condud? during bis 
ConnePion with the Queen's laft Mini/try. 

As the brighteft and moit important part of his life pafled 
during the four laft years of Queen Anne, when his faculties 
were all in full vigour, and occafions for difplaying them arofe 
adequate to their gieatnel:, his biographer dwelis on this period 
with more than common exultation, and produces every circum. 
ftance that tends to fet off the character of his fitend to the 
higheft advantage. ) 

Mr. Sheridan having, in the former part of this work, piven 
¢ many inftances of fuch a noblenefs of mind, and fuch a difin- 
terefted {pirit in Swift as are rarely to be found in the annals of 
hiftory,’ ftill farther remarks, that * the part which he acted by 
his friend Oxford, about the time of the Queen’s death, exhi- 
bits thofe qualities in a higher point of view than ever they had 
appeared in before.” Hs attachment to that nobleman, at a 
time when all profpect of fupport and patronage from him was 
totally loft, and when the oppofite party was in the plenitude of 
power, difcovered great firmnefs in Swift, and fhewed that his 
heart poflefled fome of the nobleft qualities of friendfhip. 

Mr. Sheridan produces fome ftriking inftances of Swift’s ten- 
dernefs of heart; his great humanity ; and his univerfal bene- 
volence. ‘Though he ftood on the niceft pundtilios of honour, 
and would not take a flight, or the appearance of a flight, from 
the firft characters, yet he could heartily forgive real injuries, 
and befriend his very enemies when their diftrefies called for his 
affitance. Inftances are here produced; particularly one re- 
fpecting Sr Richard Steele : 

‘ He did not fhew at that time,’ fays our Author, ¢ any of that 
acrimony, which he contracted afterwards from difappointment, ill- 
nefs, and a thoufand vexations multiplying on him, and inercafing 
with his years. On the contrary, he feems by his Journal and Let- 
ters to have had an uncommon flow of fpirits, and a cheerfulnefs of 
temper not eafily affected. Accordingly his company was eagerly 
fought after by all who could get accefs to him; and his converfa- 
tion was the delight, not only of thofe who had a relith for wit and 
humour, but of thofe who took pleafure in the unreftrained focial 
hour of good humour and mirth. So that he feems to have had 
every requifite that could excite at once the admiration and Jove of 
his friends. And indeed no man ever poffefied both in a more emi- 
nent degree, and that from a large group of charaéters, diftinguifhed 
for their rank, talents and worth; fuch as are hardly to be paralleled, 
as co-exiftent at the fame period, either in the hiftory of our own 
country, or perhaps in that of any other. It muit be allowed, that 
Swift was very fortunate to have lived at fach a juncture, and that 
he was judicious in his choice ; but furely it is a proof of his extra- 
ordinary merit, that they were all united in the iame fentiments to- 
wards him, however they differed among each other; and that their 
attachment to him continued invariably the fame ever after, not 
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feeming to have fuffered any diminution either from abfence, length 
of time, or lofs of power. It is from the accounts of thofe who 
k new him intimately at that period, that we are to form an idea of 
his real character, not from the reports or furmifes of others, or fuch 
as only faw him in his decline, when little of his former felf re- 
mained.’ 

Sect. V. From his Return to Ireland, to his Death. 

In the triumph of the Whigs, Swift met with every mortifi- 
cation that a fpirit like his could poflibly be expofed to. The 
people of Ireland were irritated againft him beyond meafure ; 
and every indignity was offered him as he walked the ftreets of 
Dublin. Nor was he only infulted by the rabble, but perfons 
of diftinguifhed rank and character forgot the decorum of com- 
mon civility, to give him a perfonal affront. While his pride 
was hurt by fuch indignities, his more tender feelings were alfo 
often wounded by bafe ingratitude. 

[n fuch a fituation he found it in vain to ftruggle againft the 
tide that oppofed him. He filently yielded to it, and retired 
{rom the world, to difcharge his duties as a clergyman, and at- 
tend to the care of his deanery. 

‘ During almoft fix years after his return to Ireland, Swift kept 
his refolution of not meddling at all with public affairs. .... In the 
year 17-0, when the ferment feemed to have fubfided, he publifhed 
his firft political pamphlet relative to Ireland, intitled, 4 Propo/al 
yer the univerfal Ufe of Irifo Manufafures.’ 

The effeét of this tract is well known. It roufed the indig- 
nation of the miniftry: a profecution againit the Printer was 
commenced, though it came to nothing in the end. Swift 
again withdrew into retirement; and there, as his Biographer 
exprefics it by repeating his former alluiion, Ais patriotic /pirit, 
thus confined, proved only as an evil one to torment him. 
~ His parrioti(m bur!t forth with a vehemence ftill more power- 
ful and effcctive, in the year 1724, to obftrut the currency of 
Vood’s half-pence His zeal was recompenfed with fuccefs ; and 
he was in confequence of it acclaimed the great patriot of lie- 
land. 

A very curious and ftriking anecdote relative to thefe half- 
pence was communicated to Mr, Sheridan by Mr. Hoffsleger, a 
native of Germany, then a refident merchant of foie eminence 
in Dublin, and who was fpectator of the {cene, which he de- 
icribed in the following manner: 

* The day after the proclamation was iffued out againft the Dra- 
pier, there was a full levee at the caftle. The Lord Lieutenant was 
going round the circle, when Swift abruptly entered the chamber, 
and pufhing his way through the crowd, never ftopped till he got 
within the circle; where, with marks of the higheft indignation in 
his countenance, he addrefled the Lord Lieutenant with the voice of 
@ Stentor, that re-echoed through the room, ‘‘ So, my Lord Lieute- 
ant, this is a glorious exploit that you performed yelterday, in 
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iffuing a proclamation ayainft a poor fhop-keeper, whofe only crime 
is an honeft endeavour to fave his country from ruin. You have 
given a noble fpecimen of what this devoted nation is to hope for 
f.om your government. I fuppofe you expect a ftatue of copper will 
be ereéted to you for this fervice done to Wood.” He then went on 
for a long time, inveighing in the bittereft terms againft the patent, 
and difplaying in the ftrongeft colours all the fatal confequences of 
introducing that execrable coin. The whole aflembly were ftruck 
mute with wonder at this unprecedented fcene. The titled flaves, 
and vaflals of power, felt, and fhrunk into their own littlenefs, in 
the prefence of this man of virtue. He flood fupereminent among 
them, like his own Gulliver amid a circle of Lilliputians. For 
fome time a profound filence enfued. When Lord Carteret, who 
had liftened with great compofure to the whole {peech, made this 
fine reply, in a line of Virgil’s : 

Res dura, & regni novitas me talia cogunt 

Moliri *. 

« The whole affembly was ftruck with the beauty of this quotation, 
and the levee broke up in good humour. Some extolling the mag- 
nanimity of Swift to the fkies, and all delighted with the ingenuity 
ef the Lord Lieutenant’s anfwer.’ 

In this fe€tion Mr. Sheridan vindicates Swift from the charge 
of offering the fervice of his pen to Sir Robert Walpole ; which 
offer, it is faid, was rejected. The ftory, it feems, originated 
with Lord Chefterfield ; or rather it can be traced no farther, 
As, however, one part of the ftory was this, that Swift was in- 
troduced to Sir Robert by Colonel Chartres, Mr. Sheridan is will- 
ing to make the falfehood reft with that xotorieus gentleman, and 
exculpates Lord Chefterficld from the infamy of inventing it 
himfelf. 

The following refle&tions on the Dean’s popularity, and the 
ftate of his mind, at the time when he enjoyed it in the higheft 
degree, are interefting and affecting : . 

‘ Whatever gratification it might have been to his ambitious 
fpirit, to fee himfelf raifed, by the voluntary fuffrages of his country- 

en, to a rank beyond the power of Monarchs to beftow; to find 
himfelf confidered by all as the firft man in the realm; the general 
object of veneration to all who wifhed well to their country, and of 
dread to thofe who betrayed its interefts ; yet he was far from being 
at all fatisfied with his fituation. The load of oppreffion under 
which Ireland groaned, from the tyrannic fyftem of government 
over that country, eftablifhed by the falfe politics of England; the 
bafe corruption of fome of the principal natives, who facrificed the 
public er to their private views; the fupinenefs of others, 
arifing from defpondency ; the general infatuation of the richer fort, 
jn adopting certain modes and cuftoms to the laft degree ruinous to 
their country ; together with the miferies of the poor, and the uni- 
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yerfal face of penury and diftrefs that overfpread a kingdom, on 
which nature had fcattered her bounties with a lavifh hand, and 
which, properly ufed, might have rendered it one of the happieft re- 
gions in the world: all thefe acted as perpetual corrofives to the free 
and generous fpirit of Swift, and kept him from poffefling his foul 
jn peace. We have many inftances in his letters, written at thac 
time, of the violent irritation of his mind on thefe accounts. In one 
of them he fays, ‘‘I find myfelf difpofed every year, or rather every 
month, to be more angry and revengeful ; and my rage is fo ignoble, 
that it defcends even to refent the folly and bafenefs of the enflaved 
people among whom I live.” And in the fame letter to Lord Bo- 
lingbroke, he fays, ** But you think, as I ought to think, that it is 
time for me to have done with the world; and fo I would, if I could 
get into a better, before I was called into the beft, and not die here 
inarage, like a poifoned rat in a hole.” In one to Pope, fpeaking 
of his letters, he fays, ‘* None of them have any thing to do with 
party, of which you are the cleareft of all men, by your religion, 
and the whole tenor of your life: while 1 am raging every moment 
againft the corruptions in both kingdoms, efpecially of this ; fuch is 
my weaknefs.”? And in one to Dr. Sheridan, when he feemed under 
the dominion of a more than ordinary fit of his f{pleen, he tells him 
that he had juit finifhed his will, in which he had requefted that the 
Dogtor would attend his body to Holyhead, to fee it interred there, 
for, fays he, I will not lie in a country of flaves. This habit of 
mind grew upon him immediately after the lofs of the amiable Stella, 
whofe lenient hand ufed to pour the balm of friendfhip on his 
wounded fpirit. With her vanifhed all his domeftic enjoyments, 
and of courfe he turned his thoughts more to public affairs ; in the 
contemplation of which, he could fee nothing but what ferved to in- 
creafe the malady. The advances of old age, with all its attendant 
infirmities ; the death of almoft all his old friends ; the frequent re- 
turns of his molt difpiriting maladies, deafnels and giddinefs; and 
above all, the dreadful apprehenfions that he fhould outlive his un- 
derftanding, made life fuch a burden to him, that he had no hope 
left but in a fpeedy diffolution, which was the object of his daily 

prayer to the Almighty.’ —-—— 7 , 
‘ The behaviour of the citizens on this occafion (viz. his death, 
which happened O&t. ¢g, 1745), gave the flrongeit proof of the deep 
imprefion he had made on their minds. Though he had been, for 
fo many years, to all intents and purpofes dead to the world, and 
his departure from that ftate feemed a thing rather to be wifhed than 
deplored, yet no fooner was his death announced, than the citizens 
gathered from all quarters, and forced their way in crowds into the 
houfe, to pay the lait tribute of grief to their departed benefaétor, 
Nothing but lamentations were heard all around the quarter where 
he lived, as if he had been cut of in the vigour of his years. Happy 
were they who firil got into the chamber where he lay, to procure, 
by bribes to the fervants, locks of his hair, to be handed down. as 
facred relics to their potterity. And fo eager were numbers to ob- 
tain at any price this precious memorial, that in defs than an hour, 
his veneravie head was entirely ftripped of all its filver ornaments, fo 
tat not a hair remained. He was buried in the moft private man- 
ner, 
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ner, according to direétions in his will, in the great aifle of St. Pa. 
trick’s Cathedral, and by way of monument, a flab of black marble 
was placed againft the wall, on which was engraved the following 
Latin Epitaph, written by himtelf: 
Hic depofitum eft corpus 
Jonatuan Swirrt, S. T. P. 
Hojus Ecclefie Cathedralis 
Decani: 
Ubi fava indignatio 
Ulterius cor lacerare nequit. 
Abi, viator, 
Et imitare, fi poteris, 
Strenuum pro virili libertatis vindicem, 
Obiit anno (1745) 
Menfis (Octobris) die (19) 
#tatis anno {478.’ 

Sect. VI. Private Memoirs of Swift. 

We are here prefented with a view of the private and domeftic 
character of the Dean; and the hiftory of his Jove and friend- 
foips is here brought forward in a clearer and fuller light than it 
hath hitherto been difplayed. 

‘ Many,’ fays our Author, ‘ have been the mifreprefentations of 
Swift from the uncharitable fpirit of fome writers of his memoirs 
{who found obloquy and fcandal the motft faleable commodity) ; and 
though moit of them have been proved to be fuch by his defenders, 
yet there are feveral {till left in a ftate of doubt and uncertainty 
through the want of proper information. Among thefe there is no 
article about which, the world is ftill left f much in the dark as his 
amours: a fubject, which, in one of his fingular character, 1s more 
likely to excite curiofity than any other.’ 

Swift’s conduct towards Svella and Vaneffa (Mrs. Jobnfon and 
Mifs Vanhomrigh) is examined very minutely by Mr. Sheridan ; 
and though not po/itively juftified, yet fo anxious is he to place 
it in the moft favourable point of view, that he appears more 
like a vindicator than an apologift. But the partialities of 
friendfhip cannot overcome the power of truth; and it would 
be more for the credit of Swift, if that part of his conduct which 
re(peéted Mifs Vanhomrigh were configned to oblivion. It will 
not admit of a defence: it fcarccly merits an apology. 

We fay this under the ful] impreffion of the ftory, not as ag- 
gravated by Swift’s enemies, but as related by Mr. Sheridan 
him(elf. 

In this fe&tion we fee Swift in his focial hours, when all at 
eafe at his amiable and hofpitable friend’s, Dr. Sheridan’s, and 
vive la bagatelle, his favourite maxim, intermingling with his 
converfation and behaviour. 

Many curious and entertaining anecdotes are related by our 
Author ; fome from his own knowledge, and others on the bef 
authority. 
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Rematking on the increafing peevifhnefs and morofenefs of 
the Dean’s temper with his increafing age, Mr. Sheridan fays: 

‘ Yet to me his behaviour was gentle, as it had always been from 
my early childhood, treating me with partial kindnefs and attention, 
as being his godfon; often giving me initruétions, attended with 


frequent prefents and rewards when I did well. I loved him from 
my boyith days. and never ftood in the leaft awe before him, as I do 
not remember ever to have had acrofs look, or harfh expreffion, from 
him. I read to him two or three hours every day during this vifit, 
and often received both pleafure and improvement from the obferva- 
tions he made.’ 

Trifles become of fome confequence when connected with a 
great name, or when they throw any light on a diftinguifhed 
character. Mr. Sheridan hath therefore related feveral incidents 
in which Swift defcended to amufements of this fort, and 
thought with Horace, that it was fometimes a plea/ant thing ta 
play the fool; though he did not always confult the very neceflary 
prefcription of in deco. 

To this fection are added, Memoirs and Anecdotes of Swift, ex- 
tracted from the former publications, by Dr. Delany and others. 

The conclufion prefents us with a fummary view of the dif- 
pofition and charaéter of Swift; a vindication of him from the 
charge of avarice and mifanthropy ; and a moft fevere (we may 
add, rancorous and malignant) tecrimination on Dr. Johnfon 
for his Life of Swift, lately publifhed in the Biographical Pre- 
faces to the Works of the Englifh Poets. 

The charge of mifanthropy is founded on his fuppofed fatire 
on human nature in the picture he hath drawn of the Yahoos, 
The ground of this cenfure is examined very critically by our 
Author; and Swift’s defence is conducted with great judgment 
and ingenuity. We wifh we had room tor this excellent and 
well-written piece of argument and declamation ; but our limits 
will only permit us to give a fhort, extract : 

‘ Fhe defign of the author, in the whole of this apologue, is, to 
place before the eyes of man a picture of the two different parts of 
his frame, detached from each other, in order that he may the better 
eftimate the true value of each, and fee the neceflity there is that the 
one fhould have an abfolute command over the other, In your 
merely animal capacity, fays he to man, without reafon to guide 
you, and actuated only by a blind inftinét, I will thew you that you 
would be degraded below the beafts of the field. That very form, 
that very body, you are now fo proud of, as giving you fuch a fupe- 
riority over all other animals, I will fhew you owe all their beauty, 
and all their greateft powers, to their being a¢tuated by a rational 


foul. Let that be withdrawn, let the body be inhabitated by the 
mind of a brute, let it be prone as their’s are, and fuffered like 


their’s to take its natural courfe, without any affiftance from art, you 
would in that cafe be the moft deformed, as to your external appear- 


ance, the moft deteftable of all creatures. And with regard to your 
internal 
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internal frame, filled with all the evil difpofitions, and malignant 
paflions of mankind, you would be the moft miferable of beings, 
living in a continued ftate of internal vexation, and of hatred and 
warfare with each other. 

¢ On the other hand, I will fhew another picture of an animal en- 
dowed with a rational foul, and acting uniformly up to the didtates 
of right reafon. Here you may fee colleéted all the virtues, all the 
great qualities, which dignify man’s nature, and conftitute the hap- 

inefs of his life. What is the natural inference to be drawn from 
thefe two different reprefentations? Is it not evidently a leffon to 
mankind, warning them not to fuffer the animal part to be predomi- 
nant in them, left they refemble the vile Yahoo, and fall into vice 
and mifery; but to emulate the noble and generous Houyhnhnm, 
by cultivating the rational faculty to the utmoft; which will lead 
them to a life of virtue and happinefs.’ 

We may be thought to have applied epithets of too harfh a 
quality to our Author’s defence of Swift from fome charges 
brought up afreth againft him by Dr. Johnfon. But the fol 


lowing quotation may perhaps juftify us in ufing them, notwith- 
ftanding we are of opinion, that Mr, Sheridan hath attained the 
principal object which it may be prefumed he had in view, in 
vindicating his friend from an invidious charge : 
¢ While the Doéttor [ohnfonm] was malicioufly endeavouring to fix 

the ftain of a bafe prevarication on Swift, he did not forefee that the 
charge— 

Would like a devilifh engine, back recoil 

Upon himfelf, Mitton. 


For, as it is a received opinion in the world, that men judge of 
others by themfelves, there is no one who fees fo vile an imputation 
thrown on fo exalted a character upon fuch bad grounds, but will 
fuppofe the Doétor capable of ating in that manner himfelf under 
fimilar circumftances.’ 

Prejudice is the fruitful fource of bad logic; and he that is 
under its influence will frequently vindicate without reafon, and 
condemn without caufe: he will make his own withes the evi- 
dense, and place his own conjectures in the room of faé?. 

Mr, Sheridan clofes his account of Swift with laying open 
one leading part of his character, which, fays he, may ferve as 
a clue to the whole: 

‘ He was perhaps the moft difinterefted man that ever lived. No 
felfifh motive ever influenced any part of his condu&. He loved 
virtue for its own fake, and was content it fhould be its own reward. 
The means to arrive at rank, fortune and fame,’ the three great ob- 
jets of purfuit in other men, though all thrown in his way, he ut- 
terly defpifed, fatisfied with having ¢ceferved them. The fame prin- 
ciple operated equally on the author, as on the man; as he never 
put his name to his Works, nor had any folicitude about them, after 
they had once made their appearance in the world. The laf act of 
his life fhewed how far he made this a rule of condu&, in his choice 
of the charity to which he bequeathed his fortune; leaving it for the 
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fapport of Idiots and Lunatics, beings that could never know their 
efactor. 
ae Upon the whole, when we confider his character as a man, per- 
feétly free from vice, with f.w frailties, and fuch exalted virtues; 
and as an author, poflefled of fuch uncommon talents, fuch an ori- 
inal vein of humour, fuch an inexhauftible fund of wit, joined to 
fo clear and folid an underftanding ; when we behold thefe two cha- 
rafters united in one and the fame perfon ; perhaps it will not be 
thought too bold an affertion, to fay, that his parallel is not to be 
found either in the hiftory of ancient or modern times.’ 

To the whole our author hath added an Appendix; confift- 
ing (1) of Anecdotes of the Family of Swift; a Fragment, written 
by the Dean; the original MS. of which, written in his own 
hand, is lodged in the Univerfity library of Dublin. (2) His 
Will. 

We have carefully perufed the whole of this volume, and 
given fuch a view of its contents as we think beft calculated to 
convey “ae idea of its plan and execution, and at the fame 
time to afford information and entertainment to our Readers. 

In the perufal of it we were fometimes fatigued, and fome- 
times difgufted ; but where we received fo much inftruétion, 
and fo much amufement, we find fault with great reluctance. 

With this Life of Swift, we have alfo a new and elegant edi+ 
tion of his Works, in feventeen volumes, arranged, revifed, and 


corrected, with Notes, by Mr. Sheridan. 

In the Preface we have a brief hiftory of the publication of 
his Works, firft by Mr. Pope, in 1726, in fome volumes of 
Mifcellanies: next by George Faulkner; and laftly by Dr. 
Hawkfworth. 

Of the prefent edition Mr. Sheridan fays, 

‘ The firft thing to be done in this edition, was, to difembroi! 
thefe Works from the chaos in which they have hitherto appeared, 
and reduce them into fome regular order under proper heads. 

‘ The 1ft volume is wholly taken up with the Hiftory of his Life. 

‘ The 2d contains his Tale of a Tub, Battle of the Books, being 
“7 earlieft productions, and the firft of his Political Traéts written in 

ngland. 

* The 3d and 4th contain all his other Political Traéts relative toe 
Englith Affairs. 

‘ The sth, his Effays on various Subjects. 

* The 6th, Gulliver’s Travels. 

_ © The 7th and 8th, all his Poetical Works, and Polite Converfa- 
tion. 

‘ The oth, All his Political Traéts relative to Ireland. 

_ * The roth, his Sermons, and a variety of detached Pieces written 
in Treland. 

‘ Volumes 11, 12, 13, 14, and 15—Contain the whole of his 
Epiftolary Correfpondence. As the feveral parcels containing thefe 
Letters, had fallen into different hands, and were publifhed at dif- 
ferent times, they were printed without any regard to order, info- 
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much that the anfwers to numbers of the Letters were to be fought 
for in different volumes. ‘They are here digefled in a regular feries 
according to their dates. ‘The correfpondence between Mr. Pope 
and the Dean, not in the former edition, is here added, as publithed 
by Pope; and the whole clofed with his Journal to Stella, in an un- 


interrupted feries. 
« In volume 16, are thrown together all his Sketches and un. 


finifhed Pieces. 

« The 17th and lait volume, confifts of Martinus Scriblerus, John 
Bull, and various other Pieces in profe and verfe, publifhed in Pope’s 
Mifcellanies. As thefe Pieces are admirable in themfelves, and as 
it is well known that Swift had a great fhare in fome of the moft 
capital, though, according to his ufual practice, he never claimed 
any, but let his friends Arbuthnot and Pope enjoy the whole repu- 
tation as well as profit arifing from them; and as thefe have always 
made a part of Swift’s Works, where only they are now to be found 
colleéied, it was thought proper to add this volume to the reft. 

« As Swift has been univerfally allowed to write the pureft and 
moft correét Englith of any of our Authors, I thought it might be 
of public benefit, to point out all grammatical errors, folecifms, or 
inaccuracies that might occur in his ftyle. For— 

Decipit exemplar vitiis imitabile. 

This I have done throughout, as occasion offered, in notes; except 
in his more familiar Letters, where {ome degree of negligence is al- 
lowable, and the ufe of colloquial phrafes, not. confiftent perhaps 
with ftrict propriety, is permitted, as giving them a more natural air. 
Nor have I taken notice of many inaccuracies of a fimilar kind in 
his Gulliver’s Travels; where he fometimes purpofely makes ufe of 
phrafes and expreflions not f{tri€tly grammatical, in order that the 
ityle ‘might feem more in character, as coming from a fea-faring 
man. ‘The not adverting to this, has been the reafon that feveral 
critics, who have taken upon them to point out Swift’s inaccuracies, 
have produced almoft all their inftances from Gulliver’s Travels. 

‘ But, befide the particular paflages which I have commented upon 
in the notes, there are {ome general improprieties which run through 
the whole body of the Works, not only of our Author, but of all 
other Englith Writers. ‘Thefe have been eftablifhed by long cuftom, 
and fuffered to keep their pofts through an unpardonable negleé& of 
ftudying our own language. To point thefe out wherever they oc- 
curred, would have been an endlefs tafk, and occafioned a difgufting 
repetition ; I have therefore corrected them throughout.’ 

Whilft, among /i, betwixt, amidft, ace changed for while, among, 
between, amid; downwards, forwards, towards, for. downward, 
&c. &c. &c. 

* I have alfo, fays the Editor, taken the liberty of changing 
throughout an affected ufe of the third perfons fingular in verbs 
by employing the termination eth, long fince become obfolete.’ 
He fubftitutes ¢s inftead of it; unleis in the Dean’s religious 
writings, where eth is preferved b¢ecaufe it hath a more folemn 
found, and feems to borrow a fanctified air from the Bible and 
Common Prayer Book. 
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We have carefully compared the prefent edition of the Tale of 
a Tub, the Pattle of the Books, and the Fragment on the mechanical 
Operations of the Spirit, with the former editions of thofe trea- 
tifes, but find no illuftrations worthy of notice. The former 
obfcurities ftill remain without any elucidation; and Mr. She- 
ridan’s motes and corrections are confined to the loweft province 
of criticifm, and almoft wholly refpect ungrammatical con- 
ftructions, and verbal or fyllabic inaccuracies, 

The Difcourfe concerning the mechanical Operations of the Spirit, 
is addreffed to ** T. H. Efq; at his chambers in the Academy of 
Beaux Efprits in New England.” 

In a note, T.H. is fuppofed to be Colonel Hunter; who is 
pofitively faid to be ‘the author of the Letter of Enthufa/m, 
mentioned in the Apology for the Tale of a Tub.’ 

It is certain, that Swifc fufpected the Colonel to be the au- 
thor of that Letter: while the Colonel, and others, gave it to 
Swift himfelf. But were they not both miftaken in their con- 


jeCturés? Is it not highly probable, that the Letter referred to 


was Lord Shaftefbury’s, and which was originally pubdlifhed 

without his Lordfhip’s name, in the year 1708. This date ex- 

actly agrees with that of Swift’s Letter to Hunter; and it might 

naturally be conjectured, that a man who could burlefque reli- 
ion in one form, had no great reverence for it under any. 


A wide field of eomreverty yet lies open to the future editors Qozeom 


of the Works of Swift. Very little in the way of elucidation 
was done by Dr. Hawk(worth, and ftill lefs hath been performed 


by Mr. Sheridan. B K 
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Art. II. 4 chemical Analjfis of Wolfram ; and Examination of a 
new Metal which enters into its Compofition. By Don John Joteph 
and Don Faufto de Luyart. Tranflated from the Spanij> by Charles 
Cullen E/y. Yo which is prefixed a Tranflation of Mr. Scheele’s 
Analyfis of the Tungften, or heavy Stone; with Mr. Bergman’s 
Supplemental Remarks. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Nicol. 1785. 


HE very curious analyfis of wal/ram, here prefented to the 
Public, ¢ is extracted from the Tranfadtions of the Reyal 
Bifcayan Society of Friends ta their Country for the year 178 3 
This Society feems to have been inftituted about twenty years 
ago, and has already publifhed feveral volumes of Tranfactions: 
—it confifts at prefent of more than athoufand members, among 
whom are the Mefirs. de Luyart, authors of this memoir. One, 
if not both of thofe gentlemen had the advantage of ftudying 
chemiftry in Sweden, under the illuftrious Bergman, which ac- 
counts for the fuperior ftyle of their Analyfis, in a countr 
where that fcience is little cultivated.’ It is indeed conduéted 
throughout in the fine ftyle of fcientific chemical enquiry, and 
Rey. May, 1785. Z the 
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the authors have very fuccefsfully followed the great model they 
had before them. _ 

It has already been made known to the Englifh reader *, that 
pure tung fen confifts of calcareous earth combined with about 
an equal quantity of a fubftance which his the appearance of an 
earth, but which diflolves, though f{paringly, in boiling water, 
reddens litmus, neutralizes alcalies, and is therefore looked upon 
as a peculiar acid. Marine acid extraéts from the tungften a 
part of its calcareous earth; cauftic volatile alcahi extracts after- 
wards a part of the peculiar acid ; and by alternate digeftion in 
the two menftrua, a complete folution and decompofition is ob- 
tained. From the acid folutions the calcareous earth is reco- 
vered by precipitation with alcali; and from the alcaline folu- 
tions, the tungften acid is precipitated by faturation with any 
other acid. Of the original memoirs of the two Swedifh dif- 
coverers an entire tranflation is here prefixed ; and we find in it 
many Curious particulars which have not before appeared in our 
language. The yellow colour of the acid precipitate, which the 
tungften itfelf alfo affumes upon digeftion in the marine acid, 
and lofes again upon digeftion in the alcali (the former extract- 
ing, from the fuperficial parts, the white calcareous earth, and 
the latter the yellow fubftance), is the more worthy of being no- 
ticed by the experimenter, as it appears to be charaéferiflic of 
this body, and gave our Spanifh analyfts the firft fufpicion of 
wolfram’s containing this effential principle of tungften. 

Wolfram (a German name, now adopted by Englifh writers) 
_jsa browhifh black mineral, found in tin mines; of a cryftal- 
lized or leafy ftructure, of an almoft metallic luftre, and in 
fpecific gravity near 7. Its decompofition is effected in the 
fame manner as that of tungften, by alternate digeftion in ma- 
rine acid and cauftic volatile alcal: ; but inftead of the calca- 
reous earth of tungften, what the acid extracts from wolfram is 
found to be iron and manganefe. The authors give a new me- 
thod of feparating thefe two from one another; but unhappily 
(from the omiffion, we fuppofe, of fome circumftance in the 
original) it is unintellizible in the tranflation (page 33.)— 
Both the wolfram and tungften are decompounded alfo via fica, 
by fufion, in an iron crucible, with four times their weight of 
fixed alcali: the peculiar acid unites with the alcali, fo as to be 
foluble along with it in water ; whilft the calcareous earth of the 
one, and the iron and manganefe of the other, remain undif- 
folved. ‘The quantity of yellow acid precipitate obtained from 
wolfram, is greater than from tungften itfeif, amounting to 65 
parts on 100. 





_— 


* See Kirwan’s Mineralogy, p. 37, and 360. 
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A very accurate examination of this precipitate evinces, that 
jt retains a portion of the faline matters employed in its prepara~ 
tion, to which adventitious matters its faline characters are at- 
tributed ; though it is ftill admitted to pofle(s, in its own right, 
the power of uniting with alcalies into neutral compounds. 

Bergman fufpeéted this fubftance to be of a metallic nature, 
and his fufpicions are now realized. Urged with ftrong fire, in 
contaét with charcoal in a clofe crucible, it yielded a friable 
button, which appeared a congeries of metallic globules, fome 
as large as pins heads, of a metallic afpeét when broken, and in 
colour like fteel. There was a confiderable lofs of weight ia 
the metallization, and an increafe- of weight on recalcining It, 
as in the fimilar operations upon al] the other metals. 

Of the fingular properties of this new metal, which the ex- 
periments of Mefirs. De Luyart have very fatisfactorily a!cer- 
tained, the principal are,—great (pecific gravity, no lefs than 
17,6—extreme difficulty of fufion, exceeding even that of the 
manganefe metal—its calcining yellow; and the yellow calx, by 
the fun’s light, or by ftrong fire in a crucible, without addition, 
becoming blue—uniting with all the common metallic bodies 
(moft perfely with filver and iron), and producing with them 
compounds very different from thofe which they form with one 
another—not being foluble in the vitriolic, nitrous, or marine 
acids, nor in aqua regia—its calces being likewife indifloluble 
in acids, and being changed blue by the acetous—their unit- 
ing, on the contrary, very readily with alcalies into neutral 
compounds—and their forming with water, by trituration, 2 
degree of union, remaining long fufpended in it, in the ftate of 
emulfion:—properties which abundantly evince this metallic 
part of wolfram to be a metal /ui generis, diftinc from all the 
others hitherto known. | 

Befide the experiments relative to the immediate fubject of 
the work, the Reader will find in it feveral incidental obferva- 
tions worthy of his attention; particularly on the effects of the 
exterior and interior part of the flame of the blowpipe upon the 
colours of metallic glafs. We fhall extract one, which may be 
ufeful in other inquiries ; a commodious method of examining 
the {pecific gravity of folids when reduced into {mall maffes or 
powder. The folid is weighed in a {mall vial tared; and the 
vial being then filled up with water and weighed again, the ex- 
cefs of this weight above the former will be the weight of fo 
much water as fills that part of the vial which is not occupied by 
the folid. The weight of water which fills the whole vial being 
found feparately, the excefs of this weight above the preceding 
will be the weight of fo much water as would fill the fpace 
which is occupied by the folid; that is, we have the weight of a 
quantity of water equal to the folid in bulk, and confequently 
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its fpecific gravity. Bodies of a loofe porous texture are, as 
might be expected, found fpecifically heavier, and compaét bo- 
dies a little lighter, when thus examined in powder, than when 


weighed in the mafs by the hydroftatic balance. wr 





Art. III. The Mine: a Dramatic Poem. By John Sargent Efq. 
4to. 35. fewed. Cadell. 1785. 


HIS work is introduced to the reader by a Preface, com- 
mencing in thefe terms : 

‘ As it is often pleafing to the reader to be made acquainted with 
the accidental origin of a poem, | fhall not diffemble that the fol- 
lowing took its nfe from a fhort paragraph which appeared in the 
public prints a few daysago. The purport of it was, that a nobleman 
of great rank at Vienna had been condemned to the mines; and 
that his wife, a lady of high extraction, and in the bloom of youth 
and beauty, had taken the defperate refolution of fharing his fate, 
and of accompanying him to thofe abodes of wretchednefs. A fimi- 
lar circumftance, I find, is related in fome letters written by Mr. 
Everard, an Italian, a tranflation of which is inferted in the tenth 
volume of the Annual Regifter. They contain an advénture, of 
which he was witnefs, at the quickfilver mine at Idria in Friuli.’ 

The firft of the letters here mentioned contains the con- 
demnation of the nobleman, Count Alberti, and the refolute af- 
feGtion of his wife, in fharing his fate; the fecond letter gives 
an account of his pardon and reftoration to the favour of the 
Emprefs, and the confequent delivery of himfelf and his faith- 
ful confort from their mifery. To thefe is fubjoined, an ac- 
count of the gold mines in the remoteft ages, extracted from 
Diodorus Siculus ; and the Preface concludes as follows : 

‘ As the limits of true philofophy are extended, the writer of 
every {pecies of compofition is entitled to avail himfelf of its difco- 
veries, and by deriving new images and fimilitudes from them, to 
confer on his work a greater degree of utility and embellifhment. In 
an age when the ftudies of natural hiftory are profecuted with pecu- 
liar fuccefs, an attempt to unite Poetry and Science may perhaps 
not be unfavourably received, or at leaft may be exempted from the 
charge either of affectation or pedantry. It will occur to the candid, 
that the imagination, in fuch cafes, may be indulged, without de- 
ferting truth; and that whatever contributes to bring us acquainted 
with the works of Nature, has a tendency both to enlarge the under- 
ftanding, and to improve the heart.’ 

Contidering the fubje& of this work, and the manner in 
which it is treated, we think the Author has very properly en- 
titled it @ Dramatic Poem; as it is little more than a fimple 
narration in verfe, which, though broken into dialogue, yet con- 
tains not any of thofe various changes of fortune, that conftitute 
the proper fable of adrama. In this refpe&t we muft own, that 
we expericnced a double difappointment ; firft, becaufe the ap- 


pearance and character of Conrad led us to expect him to give 
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birth to fome interefting circumftances ; and fecondly, becaufe 
‘n the delineation of that charaéter, as far as it goes, as well as 
from many other parts of the work before us, the Author has 
difcovered talents worthy to be employed in a complete and le- 
itimate drama. We fubmic the fcene in queftion to the Reader, 
who, we believe, will join with us in regretting that it leads to 
nothing : 
Jutrana, ConrRapb. 
‘ Conrad. This way I heard the voice: propitious Fortune 
Now brings the fair occafion, which fo lon 
My pafficn feeks. True, the’s of brighter mould 
Than the vile tenants of thefe dreary ¢ caves, 
And in her eye, as On its natural throne, 
Sits noblenefs with melting beauty mix’d: 
Like a fequefter’d deer, fhe feems to fhun 
The herd of prifoners; yet does her bofom 
Heave fighs moit languifhing, and oft I fee her 
Beftow olficious tendernefs: ’twould make 
This drudgery pleafure, could I fhare her charms. 
Why then fhould I doubt it >—Here are no bars 
Of {crupulous pride ; no decencies forbid, 
Nor plighted vows. I will accoft and prove her.— 
Hail! gentle lady, whofe fweet tones have power 
To charm away the pangs of fierce defpair, 
And make night beautiful !—Sure fuch a form, 
Fafhion’d with dainty fkill, was never meant 
To breathe the vapours of this fpungy vault ! 
‘ Juliana. That foft addrefs fpeaks thee too, by harth fate, 
Condemn’d to unjuft chaftifement. 
* Con. My forrows 
Endear to me the wretched. Shafi I to-day 
Difcharge thy deftin’d tafk of fervile toil ? 
* Jul. >Twere ill to load thee with another’s burthen, 
Bearing fo much, had not my wafting ftrength 
From all laborious works releafe obtain’d. 
* Con. Then give fome refpite to thy weary mind, 
And woo aufpicious thoughts. 
¢ Ful. I fain would do it, 
And ever in my prayers remember patience ; 
For hope of better days attends the good, 
And virtue, like the wild-bee, can extract, 
E’en from the bitter of adverfity, 
Sweet folace. 
‘ Con. Thefe grim caves, methinks, fometimes 
Forget their horrid nature: I have known them 
Blaze with the radiance of ten thoufand ftars, 
Shot from invifible firmaments ; while founds, 
Surpafling human fweetnels, echoed round 
The {pangled concave. 
© Ful. At fuch glorious vilions 
I too have marvell’d. 
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© Con. Why then to gladnefs 
Convert we not our fuffering, and thefe crags 
To beds of fofteft down ? 

© Ful. Nay, thou doft wrong 
My forrows. 

© Con. Rather fay, in that foft form 
I read all tendernefs and love. 

6 Gul. Such praife 
On my cold ear is loft. Leave me, I pray thee. 

« Con. Not freedom’s felf fhould bribe me; were I cffer’d 
To view the bleffed fun, this gloom to change 
For populous city, midft delicious fare, 
And mafk or amorous feftival, to thee 

: ]’d cling, nor heed what ’vantages I loft, 

Gaining thy love. 


© Ful. That could’ft thou never gain. 
* Con. Recal that word. 
© Ful, Think’ft thou, that entering here, 


We lofe each nice and virtuous faculty ; 
Or vice alone can breathe the unchatte air? 

‘ Con, Thou doft increafe the flame thou mean’ft to quench, 
By fuch {weet chiding. 

‘ Ful. Is each generous fpark 

Blurr’d by thefe footy vapours, thus to encounter 

: My feeble fpirit ?—There is a majefty 
In humble wretchednefs, provoking thofe 
Of noble nature to fall down and worthip. 

‘ Con. Yes, at thy feet my idolatrous paffion kneels, 
And, like a way-worn pilgrim, joys to clafp 
The heavenly fhrine. 

« Ful. Be gone, rafh youth! orI 
Will raife my feeble voice, till every rock 
Re-echo to the found. 





© Con. Thy ftubborn heart 
Rejeéts my proffer’d friendfhip ? 
‘ Ful. I defpife 


Thy bafe fuggeftions: fooner could’ft thou bid 
The flowret that o’erhangs the ftream, and feeds 
On the pure effence, live imprifon’d here, 
Than plant true friendfhip in our alien hearts. 

* Con. But thou may’ft rue my hate, tho’ thy proud foul 
Swell with imperious fancies of high worth, 
Surpafling frail creation. 

6 Ful. Were I happy, 

Thy unjuft menaces would more difturb me. 

‘ Con. There are from whom thy fenfitive referve 
Does ne’er recoil. Tell me, haft thou not fat 
Motionlefs, while he delv’d the rifted rock ; 
Or, when he funk beneath the fultry toil, 
Fetch’d the cold beverage, and with gentle hand 
Wip’d from his pallid front faint Nature’s dew ? 

* Ful. What fable hath thy angry fancy coin’d? 

* Com. Then, as he flept, haft thou not ftol’n towards him, 
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And hung, in filent gaze, o’er his wan cheek, 

That on the chill ftone refted ?—Of thefe habits 

I will advife our guardian, who, deceiv’d 

By thy fair-feeming mien, and gloffing fpeech, 

A kind enlargement grants, to us denied, 

I'll to him now, and thy o’erweening virtue 

He foon {hall recompenfe with meet reward. [£xit Conrad. 
¢ Ful. Oh Fortune! what new ills haft thou in ftore? 

Wilt thou too, like the angry and pitilefs ftorm, 

While in the dafhing furge his pinnace finks, 

Still beat upon the fhip-wreck’d mariner ?— 

Ye mazy caverns, fcoop’d with endlefs toil 

Beneath the folid rocks, each under each 

Projecting, deeper than the wedging root 

Of Jove’s own oak e’er pierc’d! what do I not 

Forego, to dwell within thy dark abode? 

Yet of wealth, birth, and the world’s flattering gifts, 

It recks me not, while in the fteady path 

Of friendfhip and of duteous love I tread: 

But of that folace fhould harfh fate bereave me, 

Then welcome woe! All other wrongs, to this, 

Would feem but as the puling infant’s cry 

To the loud peal of heaven. —What odours now 

Breathe thro’ the winding cavern, and o’erpow’r 

My drowfy fenfe? Upon this fhelving crag 

I will recline, if chance I may obtain 

Oblivious refpite of intruding care.’ 


Befides the barrennefs of the fable, the poet has, we think, 
introduced an improbability, not inherent in the original ftory, 
and not adding to the pathos: we mean, the wife’s remaining 
unknown to her hufband, while fhe is fo tenderly fympathifing 
in his forrows, and accompanying his fufferings. ‘This is not 
only unnatural and almoft impofible, but alfo throws a coldnefs 
on the fcenes that pals between them. To compenfate for the 
deficiencies uf the fable, and as ‘an attempt to unite poetry and 
fetence, the author has interwoven a kind of Chorus of Gnomes, 
and fubterraneous {pirits, founded, like the machinery of the 
Sylphs in The Rape of the Lock, on the fyftem of Roficrufius. 
Bur, alas, with what fuperior addrefs has Seon naturalized that 
fyflem; and how much more are his Sylphs (though an after- 
thought) incorporated with the piece, than the Gnomes of the 
prefent writer! Their employment, as they fay, is to confole 
Juliana, and to difpofe the Emprefs to marry; and we are there- 
tore to fuppofe the ultimate deliverance of the unhappy Count 
to be effefted with their operations! but furely no ancient 
Chorus (for a Chorus we muft ftyle them) was ever fo lamely 
vindicated, or employed to fo little purpofe. 

In regard to the ‘ attempt to unite poetry and fcience,’ the 


Author, like his illuftrious predeceffor, Lucretius, has found fo 
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clofe and formal a conneétion between them impofhble. Images 
and fimilitudes may be derived by the poet from philofophy ; but 
philofophy cannot be methodically taught in plays, or poems, 
without injury to fuch compofitions, The work before us is a 
proof of it; for the parts of the Queen and her attendant 
Guwomes are accompanied with long notes, without which indeed 
they would be unintelligible. A common reader, deprived of 
thefe notes, would not eafily difcover that the following lines 
relate to gold, filver, platina (a metal between both), lead, and 
copper : 

‘ Thro’ ponderous fhades diffufe the golden rays, 

And bid th’ imperial Lord of Metals blaze ; 

His radiant form inveft with many a zone, 

And place the tyrant on Peruvia’s throne. 

From trickling drops diftil the filvery dew ; 

Pale as the crefcent’s be its virgin hue ; 

The ftarry luftre let Platina fhare, 

While wondering Dian hails her argent pair : 

To thefe the deadly grain of Saturn join, 

And Cytherea’s favourite ore combine.’ 

“The Author muft however be allowed to have executed this 
part of his work, with uncommon powers of expreffion, Many 
of the following lines, though fomewhat obfcure, are truly fub- 
lime. The * volant Hermes,’ perhaps, and * Bearty’s /brine,’ in {pite 
of the notes, comes too near the idea of quick/ilver behind a look- 
ing-glafs. 

‘ Midft flinty crags, on bed of glittering fpars, 
Spread the red Mineral of indignant Mars : 
‘Tho’ fierce, he rufhes to the Magnet’s fide, 
And as an ardent bridegroom clafps his bride : 
To his dark caves the Naiads lead by ftealth, 
And let Hygeia boaft her liquid wealth. 

Quick as thro’ night eleétric eddies gleam, 

Or atoms quiver in the folar beam, 

Make the bright orbs of volant Hermes fhine, 
éind every charm reflect from Beauty’s fhrine. 
Go too, ye minifters of wrath and pain, 

Awake the horrors of our drear domain, 

That ftartling mortals may confefs your might, 
And own the wonders work’d in ten-fold night : 
In mineral cells the fecret damp prepare, 
Sublime each fume, and fix the poifonous air ; 
Of hoary fens exalt the ftagnant breath, 

And load the paffing gale with plagues and death. 
Through yelling gulfs outrageous whirlwinds urge, 
Or curl the tofling pool with fiery furge ; 

Bid flaming cataracts round Vefuvius glow, 

Bid Hecla thunder thro’ incumbent fnow ; 
From Cotopaxi’s heights the deluge pour, 

‘And melt a thoufand winters’ frozen ftore ; 
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Beneath the main expanfive vapours raife, 
And with metallic embers feed the blaze, 

Till the black vortex of the water boils, 

And Ocean wonders at his new-form’d ifles ; 
Or riven mountains from their bafe are hurl’d, 
And elemental wars convulfe the world.’ 

On the whole, though we acknowledge the learning, and ad- 
mire the genius of the writer, yet we cannot but exprefs our 
concern at the wafte of fo much toil and time as muft have been 
confumed in the conftruction of this dramatic poem; and our 
hopes, that the Author will, in future, turn his rich vein of 
oetry into the genuine walks of tragedy, rather than condema 


himfelf to the labours of the Mine. pe 





Art. IV. The Firft and Second Georgic, attempted in Blank Verfe, 
1zmo. * 2s. 6d. fewed. Owen, &c. 1784. 


S a mafterpiece of genius and art, the Georgics of Virgil 
will, perhaps, ever be unrivalled. To produce an ade- 
quate tranflation of this moft finifhed of all the compofitions of 
antiquity is an attempt from which there is greater reafon to be 
deterred by the failure of preceding tranflators, than animated to 
it by their fuccefs. To thofe who are in the leaft acquainted 
with the charaéteriftical excellencies of this inimitable poem, or 
the fubjects of which it treats, the difficulty of doing juftice to 
it in any Englifh tranflation muft be ftrikingly obvious. OF this 
difficulty the Tranflator has been in fome degree aware; though 
avery material part of it, arifing from the nature of the fub- 
ject, feems to have efcaped his notice. ‘To beftow poetical dig- 
nity and embellifhment on vulgar ideas, or on precepts inftrudt- 
ing in plebeian occupations, is a tafk to which modern lan- 
guage is by no means adapted. It may be neceflary to give Mr. 
Lofft’s fenfe of the difficulties he had to encounter, and his mo- 
tives for the rejection of rhyme: 

‘ At the age of thirty-four, Virgil is believed to have com- 
menced, and for the feven following years to have continued in com- 
poling this mafter-piece of art and genius: to which, with an atten- 
tion not more than adequate to its merit, he ftill added occafional 
embellifhments, to the lait year of his life; which is thought to have 
been the fifty-firft or fecond. It cannot be now hoped that any dili- 
gence and perfeverance, aided with whatever advantages, fhould ever 
give to the world, in any modern language, more than an imperfect 
fketch of fuch a compofition. How vait the diftance between the 
prefent attempt and the original of the moft perfe&t work of all that 
poetry has produced, or its admirers can hope from future efforts, 
the fevereft critic will hardly much differ from myfelf. Ina diftance 
fo refembling infinite, degrees of fuccefs or failure muft be in a man- 
ner abforbed. Ofone thing I was convinced: that rhyme, from its 


very nature, muft exclude any approaches to a juft fimilitude. The 
paules 





* By Mr. Capel Lofft. 
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paufes and varied cadence, the fimplicity and latent art of Virgilian 
numbers, mutt ever totally fruftrate the attempt in any quantity of 
lines fo fettered : whofe very excellence, whatever it may be, is of 
a form utterly diflimilar and incompatible. Of the prineiples from 
whence the charms of the verfification we admire in Virgil, refult, 
Dryden was not infenfible. All that rhyme can effeét, that great 
mafter faw, and, in different parts of his produétions, has accom. 
plifhed. That it would never accord with that variety of tender and 
energetic expreffion which depends principally on folemn refts, arti- 
ficially fufpending the verfe, as the general harmony, or the parti- 
cular fentiment or paflion requires, he feems not to have been un- 
confcious. He tells us, he avoided it; though, perhaps, his at- 
tachment to a mode of verfification, in which folely and fo wonder- 
fully he excelled, would not permit him to fee, or in its full force 
reprefent, the reafon ; which he fomewhat too generally imputes to 
the fear of adding harfhnefs to our rough language. ‘The fatt, and 
the example of our two great poets might have convinced him, that 
blank verfe, with thefe its characterittic paufes (and indeed not a 
little by means of them), is capable not only of its undifputed fupe- 
riority in the fublime, but of a foftnefs and elegant tendernefs in- 
adequately commended by aflerting, that no rhymes can excel it. 
Had Dr. Trapp been as happy in the dition and verfification in 
general, as he muft- be acknowledged to have been in not a few 
lines (indeed, in a confiderable part of the arduous undertaking), any 
verfion after his, might have been judged fuperfluous. Of thofe 
lines I have frequently availed myfelf: and they are marked accord- 
ingly. His thorough knowledge of the fenfe of his author, and the 
veneration which his tafte and judgment (for both were exquiiite) 
could not fail of imprefling towards the thoughts and the expref- 
fions of Virgil, might poflibly contribute to his being more {cru- 

uloufly clofe in his tranflation, than eafe of numbers, freedom 
of ftyle, and even the idiom of the different languages would fre- 
quently admit. Though I muft efteem his tranflation truly valuable, 
and nearer to a likenefs of the original than any I have feen, not- 
withftanding much poetical beauty is to be found in others. This 
I truft may be uttered without offence to the memory of the dead, or 
to the deferved honours of the living, whofe merits in original com- 
pofition ftand confeffed.’ 

The Author having thus modeftly fpoken for his tranflation, 
let the tranflation now fpeak for itfelf. That a fpecimen may 
be given with as much impartiality as poffible, the extract fhall 
be determined by a kind of fors Virgiliana. Opening the volume, 
therefore, at random, we find ourfelves at the 235th line of the 


firft book. 


‘ But if for wheat, and the rich vigorous crop, 
You exercife the ground, and reft your cares 
On harveft, fee the Pleiads fet with morn, 
And Ariadne’s lucid crown emerge, 

Ere to the furrow the expected feed 

You truft. Nor give to yet reluétant Earth 
The hope and infant promife of the year, 
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Many, before the Pleiads fet, have fown, 
And the unfruitful Earth their toil hath mock’d, 
But if the tare and creeping bean you fow, 
Nor {corn the care of the Egyptian pulfe, 
Rootes fetting not obfcurely warns: 
Begin, and ull mid Winter urge the tatk, 
For this the world in juft divifions fhar’d 
The golden Sun through the twelve ftarry Signs 
Governs.—Five Zones poffefs the heaven; one red 
With the Sun’s blaze, and ever parch’d with heat: 
Outmoft, on either fide, encompafs two, 
Harden’d to glaffy ice, and black with ftorms. 
Between thefe and the midft, two are aflign’d 
ty heavenly bounty to frail mortal race; 
And interfecting, runs a path ’tween each 
On which in winding order turn the Signs. 
To Scythian mountains and Rhiphean heights 
Afcends the globe; to Libyan South declines : 
‘This Pole to us ever fublime; but chat, 
Beneath the Stygian gulph and fhades, deep funk 
Jn the abyfs, behold. Between the Bears 
The mighty Dragon twines his {piral train 
Like a vait river. There, as Fame reports, 
Or Darknefs dwells, and ever during Night 
Spreads her etefnal mantle o’er the heavens ; 
Or Morn, from us retiring, “gives them Day, 
And when her panting courfers rife on us, 
There glows the evening blush of parting light. 
From the fame Signs to judge the doubtful fy, 
We learn the time of harveft and of tilth ; 
And when to urge with oars the faithlefs fea 
Shall hazard leaft; when launch the armed fleet, 
Or timely from the hills o’erturn the pine. 
Nor vain to watch when rife the Signs, when fet, 
And the four feafons of the equal Year. 
If chilling rains at home the hind detain, 
Much, that if left to fky ferene, would then 
Add toil to toil and rifque unfinifhed hafte, 
May in that leifure find accomplifhment: 
He tharpens now the fhare, and from the tree 
Scoops the fit trough; or marks the flock, or notes 
With timely numbers his well-ordered ftores ; 
Some give new keenne(s to the prong; fome point 
The vine-prop, or Amerian bands prepare. 
Now weave the bafket; parch the corn, and grind, 
Even on the days to facred reft devote 
Some atts divine and human laws permit: 
A fudden inundation back to turn 
Religion not forbids: or to reftore 
The fence, night broken, that ill guards the corn: 
To {nare deftruétive birds, the bramble burn, 
And bathe the flock in the falubrious wave. 
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348 § Williamfon’s Argument for the Chriflian Religion. 


After the moft impartial inveftigation of the merits of this 
undertaking, the utmoft that can be faid of it is, that it is clofe, 
faithful, and correct. What more, indeed, could have been 
expected from a performance of which Trapp’s tranflation was 
the model? 

The Reader will fmile at the omiffion, not only in the tranfla- 
tion, but in the original text, of Virgil’s elegant, though hyber- 
bolical, compliment to Auguftus. We did not expect to have 
feen the manus inimica tyrannis lifted up againft an unfortunate 
piece of flattery, of nearly 2000 years ftanding! Cut &, 





Art. V. An Argument for the Chriftian Religion; drawn from 
a Comparifon of Revelation with the natural Operations of the 
Mind: Being the Subftance of Twenty-four Sermons, preached at 
the Lecture founded by the Hon. Robert Boyle, Efq; in the Parith 
Church of St. Mary-le-Bow, in the Years 1778, 1779, 1780. By 
James Williamfon, B.D. 8vo. 3s. 6d. Elmily. 


pn on fuch occafions and fubjeéts as the prefent are 
fo numerous, that we wonder not at this Author’s endea- 
vouring to prefent the Public with his Difcourfes in a different 
form. At the fame time, we muft acknowledge, that we find 
it no eafy matter to give our Readers a fatisfa€tory view of this 
work, which probably might have been more readily effected, 
had it remained in its original ftate. It is divided into four 
books, under the following titles : 

Book I. An enquiry into the rife and progrefs of thofe religious 
Opinions which feem natural to all mankind. 

II. A philofophical eftimate of the fituation and circumftances 
of men, as to temporal advantages, by confidering them as under 
the protection, though fubje& to the arbitrary difpofal, of God. 

III. An enquiry into the origin and extent of learned prejudice ; 
and an examination of the atheiftical fyftems which this kind of pres 
judice feéma calculated to fupport. 

IV. The evidence of the Chriftian religion. 

In the firft book, it is obferved, * how unfit we are, naturally, 
from our paffions and circumftances, even to form a character of the 
caufes which produce the different effects in this world, particularly 
fuch as more immediately concern ourfelves. The gods, into whofe 
hands the heathens delivered up the government of the univerfe, are 
imaginary and impotent, and their characters immoral, contradictory, 
and abfurd ; and yet, in certain circumftances, fuch is the weakne(s 
of human nature, the wifeft men put themfelves under their protec- 
tion.— We may be trufted with the choice of our food, or to fettle the 
proportions and dimenfions of our habitation; but we require fu- 
pernatural dire&tion and information, when our own character, and 
that of the Supreme Being, is the fubject of our confideration.’ 

Such réfletions give rife to many others in the chapters of 
this and the following books, and by fuch means the Author 

endeavours 
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endeavours to confirm our faith in the Chriftian revelation ; con- 


cerning which he remarks that, 
¢ The faéts on which the evidence in its favour refts, are fo fin- 


ular, fo ftriking, fo numerous and connected together for fuch a 
length of time, that there feems nothing to prevent the opinions of 
mankind from being more uniform on this fubjeét than on any other 
whatever. The candidates for the kingdom of heaven have no oc- 
cafion for harbouring any of thofe jealoufies that perplex and inflame 
the little factious contefts of worldly-minded men. However, when 
we confider that the world has been fo often deluded by falfe pre- 
tences to infpiration and fupernatural afliftance, it is both natural 
and for the credit of our religion, that the grounds of our belief 
fhould undergo a very ferious and impartial examination. And al- 
though I have endeavoured to fhew that human reafon is very un- 
equal to the tafk, either of difcovering or propagating a true reli- 
gion, yet it is the beft natural means which we have of fecuring 
ourfelves from being impofed on by a falfe one.’ 

Thefe are fome of the reflections in the conclufion of the vo- 


Jume ; to which, among others, are added the following, in re- 
lation to unbelievers : 

‘ They ought not to be fatisfied with making objeétions to our 
{cheme of revelation; let them take the pofitive fide, and eftablith 
a fyftem of infidelity, without fuppofing that there ever was fuch a 
thing as religion in the world; I mean, to write a fy{tem of faith for 
mankind, without taking any notice of revelation, Nothing could 
more effectually fhew the poverty of infidelity, than an attempt at a 
work of this kind, which would be found to confift of negatives, 
without a fingle faét to reft on ; and it is at leaft as great a reflection 
on infidelity to be fupported by weak arguments, as it would be for 
religion to be defended by fuch. God, we fay, has delivered this 
religion to the world ; we do not pretend to be the authors of it, mor 
even to comprehend it, and therefore are neither obliged, nor capable 
to explain it fully; if it was our own work, we might be reafon- 
ably afked to account for every thing in it. Now the fyftem of in- 
fidels is their own work, and therefore they ought to be able to give 
a full and rational account of it; and fix the opinions of their dif- 
ciples on fomething pofitive, and not content themfelves with deny- 
ing things to be fatts which we allege are fo; they muft havea 
poor claim to be faéts indeed, if they would not be ill exchanged for 
the dreams of infidelity. And until the infidels can produce ftronger 
arguments in proof of their principles, even if nothing were al- 
leged againft them, it is not fo clear a point that religien is an im- 
pofition on mankind, as that a prudent man would depend on it. 

‘ And indeed I would require no more of 2 man when he examines 
the arguments for and againft Revelation, than to carry his worldly 
prudence along with him, and to act with the fame caution in his 
{piritual concerns, as he does in his temporal affairs, about which, I 
am forry to fay it, mankind are more fincere and in earneft than 
about religion.—But if the view 1 have taken of the Chriftian re- 
ligion be a true one, it carries a very alarming appearance in re- 


gard to fuch unbelievers, and a very ferious appearance in regard to 
the 
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the whole human race. ‘The fcheme feems fully and fairly laid be. 
fore mankind, and they may attend to it, or neglect it, as they 
pleafe, without any farther information or warning. No difpofition 
is fhewn to humour conceited men with occafional fatisfaQion. This 
religion keeps on its courfe with a folemn and awful fteadinefs, as 
far above al! partiality. And having accompanied human nature, 
and feen all its powers and weakneffes, its perfections and imper. 
feétions, the Chriftian religion is then with awful majetty to fhut 
up the fcene of mortality. The fporting of an infidel with fach a 
plan as this is a ferious madnefs ; and the ferious attempt to fetter 
it in human fyftems is but badly reprefented by the folly of him, who 
fhould think of fopping the waves 4 the ocean by a grain of fand.’ 
We have thus furnifhed the Reader with tome idea of this 
Writer’s defign and manner. It would be eafy to make feveral 
extracts from his performance, which we doubt not would be 
acceptable ; but we do not find any where a concife fummary 
account of his argument, drawing all the different parts of his 
fubject clofely to a point, as it were at one view; though it 
muft be acknowledged all tends to this. The work requires at- 
tention in thofe who perufe it, and has not al! that perfpicuity 
which renders fome performances highly acceptable. . Allow- 
ance is however to be made for difcience of fubje@s, and alfo 
for that particular light in which the Author intends to repre- 
fent the fubject he has here chofen. If the ftyle is not remark- 
ably elegant, it is not very faulty. The performance difcovers 
ingenuity, good fenfe, and Jearuing, and merits a careful con- 


fideration.. H . 





Art. VI. An Expofttion of Chriftian Do&rinz, as taught in the Pro- 
teftant Church of the United Brethren, or Unitas Fratrum. 
Written in German. By Avuguft Gottleib Spangenberg. With 
a Preface by Benjamin La Trobe. 8vo. 5s. boards. Robfon, 
&e. 1784. 

rg HERE never was a feét of Chriftians that ignorance hath 

more mifconceived in regard to their principles or prac- 
tice, or that malice hath more blackened and milteprefented, 
than the Moravians. We are not advocates for their pecu!ia:i- 
ties; but, as friends to TRUTH and CANDOUR, we are happy 
to fee this fect refcued from unmerited obloquy. Is it net 
enough to expofe falfe or abfurd tenets, but we muft connect 

Jicentioufnefs with them ? and, not content to raife a laugh at 

their proteflors, muft we attempt to render them deteftable ?— 

The attempt hath been often made; and if there had been any 

grounds for it, it muft have fuccceded. When Lavington, and 

Warburton, echoed the cry of Rimius, it gave it double force ; 

and it was prefumed, that thofe who ought to have been fure of 

the truth of what they aflerted, were not the dupes of their own 
rafhnefs and credulity, nor the inftruments of another’s artifice. 
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But time hath proved them miftaken: and though it may not 
have fhewn that the Moravians are right in their judgment of 
religion, yet it hath fufficiently vindicated the innocence of their 
characters. Charges brought againft individuals may remain 
equivocal, even when a court of juftice hath pronounced the evi- 
dence to be infufficient ; but charges which affect a whole body,— 
and which go to the effential conflitution of that body,—muft in 
time, if true, make good themfelves: no fophiftry can evade 
their force; no caution can prevent detection. 

One great object of the prefent work is, to countera@ the bad 
effect which the mifreprefentations of ill-informed or invidious 
writers have occafioned in the minds of thofe who had no proper 
opportunity of judging of the nature and tendency of the Mo- 


ravian doétrines, and who had been impofed on by falfe and par- 
tial accounts. 

« As many falfe opinions’ (fays Mr. La Trobe, in his Preface) ‘ of 
the doétrine and pra¢tice of the Church of the Brethren have been 
received, by means of feveral writings publifhed in Germany and 
England fome years ago, it may not be untimely to give the Public 
a true account of their doétrine, from whence may be eafily inferred 
what is the practice of thofe who are truly Brethren, in their fenfe of 
that appellation. 

‘ It may not be improper to obferve, on this occafion, that al- 
though the brethren have been very falfely traduced by their adver- 
faries, and by mifinformed people, who meant well, and that parti- 
cularly the writings of the late Count Zinzendorf have been ufed to 
prove that the Church, of which he was an eminent and the moft 
diftinguifhed minifter, held the errors of the moft fanatic, yea wicked 
heretics, and his writings have been, for this purpofe, mutilated, 
falfely quoted and tranflated; and although the extravagant words 
and aétions of individuals have been unjuitly charged upon the whole 
body, yet it were to be wifhed that there had been no occafion given, 
ata certain period, to accufe the Brethren of improprieties and ex- 
travagance in word or practice. 

‘ Count Zinzendorf, whom the Brethren and candid obfervers 
look upon as the inftrument ia the hand of God to reftore the an- 
tient, and to build up the renewed Church of the Brethren, and by 
them to propagate the Gofpel among Chriftians and Heathen, was 
not an ordinary character. He was a nobleman of high rank and 
education, had an enlarged mind, and a generous heart. He did 
not bind himfelf to the trammels of fcholaftic divinity; but the 
{criptures of the Old and New Teftament were his ftandard of truth, 
and from thence he fought for knowledge; and indeed he was fo 
converfant with them, that the Bible was written in his memory, 
and on the table of his heart. But he was a man, and of courfe 
liable to miftakes. Having an open and generous mind, and being 
converfant with various fincere perfons and fects in Chriftendom, he 
fought for the truth, though more or lefs covered with rubbifh, in 
each, and was frequently led, either in fentiment or expreffion, to 


adopt, for a feafon, the manner of utterance ufed by the party with 
whom 
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whom he was at that time engaged : in him this arofe from a love te 
truth and to his fellow-creatures. Good as his views were, it ex. 
pofed him, and the congregations he ferved, to much cenfure and 
fevere reproaches. He commonly delivered two or three difcourfes 
in a day, either publicly or to his family, which was generally large, 
‘and what he then utterec, was attended with a ftriking effect upon 
‘thofe who heard him. He fpcke in the ftridteft fenfe extempore; 
‘and according to the ftate of the times in which, and the perfons to 
‘whom he fooke. Thefe difcourfes were commonly taken down as 
he uttered them, and the love and admiration-of his Brethren were 
fo great, that they urged the publication of thefe difcourfes, His 
avocations were fuch, that he did not fpend time fvufficient in the 
Tevifion ; fome were not at all revifed by him, and fome very in- 
correctly and falfely printed. Hence dottrines, of which he never 
‘thought, were deduced from his writings, and fome of his tranfient 
private opinions laid to the charge of the whole Brethren’s Church, 
I do not, and cannot, attempt to defend fuch publications, but ree 
late the real ftate of the cafe. 

« The Count was fo convinced of the impropriety of the above 
proceedings, that he requefted the reverend Author of this Expofi- 
‘tion to extraé all the accufations of his antagonifts, and the adver- 
faries of the Brethren, and lay them before him. It was done; he 
anfwered all; and the charges, and his anfwers, were publithed in 
Germany, in the years 1751 and 1752. He finding pofitions in the 
writings under his name’ which he could not avow, déclared in the 

ublic papers, that he could not acknowledge any books which had 
— publifhed in his name, unlefs they were revifed and correéted 
ina new édition by himfelf. He begun this work in German; but 
Pangan took him to himfelf before he could go through many 
books. 

* True it is, that at a certain time, particularly between 1747 
and 1753, many of the Brethren, in their public difcourfes, and in 
the hymns * which were publifhed about that period, ufed expref- 
fions which were indefenfible: the Count himfelf laboured to cor- 
rect both the theory and language ; and he was fuccefsful, and they 
are no more in ufe among the Brethren. ‘The Brethren’s copgrega- 
tions do not take the writings of the Count, or of any man, as 
their ftandard of doétrine; the Bible alone is their ftandard of 





* A pruriant fancy would naturally conneét loofe ideas with many 
of the images introduced into thofe 4ymas. But in themfelves they 
were filly and childifh, rather than irreligious or impure. 

If ever a mind was chafte, it was Dr. Watts’s; and yet a wanton 
imagination would fport itfelf at a very licentious rate with many of 
his hymns, which are conftantly fung in the diffenting congrega- 
tions. 

A fond and lufcious *yle is very inconfiftent with the folemnity of 
devotion: and though ufe may accuftom the mind to fuch forms of 
expreffion as convey fenfual images, without polluting the imagina- 
tion, yet a perfon unaccuftomed to them might, if he were ferious, 
be fhocked, and if he were licentious, ridicule and pervert the rap- 
turous fights of the devotional mufe. 
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trath, and they agree with the Auguftan, or Augfburg confeilion, as 
being conformable to it.’ 

The firft edition of this work was printed at the Moravian 

refs at Barby, in Saxony, in the year 1779, under the follow- 
ing title, [dea Fidei Fratrum, &c. It was well reccived among 
different denominations of Proteftants, and hath been tranflated 
into the Danifh, Swedifh, Dutch, and French languages; and 
the prefent tranflation hath undergone the revifal of the Author, 
who underftands the Eoglith language, 

The Moravians will not allow their faith to be a novel fyftem 
of doctrines. They maintain that it is effentially the fame with 
the celebrated Auguffana Confejfio, or Augfburg Confeffion, which 
was prefented to the Emperor by fome of the States, at the diet 
of the Roman empire, in the year 1530. 

The author of this Expofition .profeffes to have a retrofpeé to 
the Articles of Torgau, drawn up by Luther, on the principles 
of the Augfburg confeffion; on which the higheft encomiuns 
are pafled. 

The fubjects treated in this work are comprized under the 
following general heads:—Of the Holy Scripture—Of God 
the Creator and Preferver of all—Of. the Image of God —De- 
pravity of Man—Angels—Chrift—Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, 
firft in general; fecondly, of each Perfon diftin&ly—Will of 
God concerning our Salvation—Faith— Baptifm—Lord’s Sup- 
per—Sanétification—Commandments—Love to God and our 
Neighbour—Of the Church of Chrift—Death and Departure of 
Believers to the Lord—The appearing of Jefus, and the Refur- 
reCtion of the Dead—General Judgment—Life everlafting, and 
Damnation. 

Thefe fubjeéts are treated rather practically than argumenta- 
tively ; and are brought forward in fuch a light as tends more 
to cherifh the pure and benevolent affections of the heart, than 
to afford entertainment to the mere fpeculative enquirer. 

The doétrines are ftri@ly Lutheran; and it is the manner of 
treating them only, that is novel and peculiar; and this, per- 
haps, may not pleafe fome, who perfectly agree with the United 
Brethren in all the articles of Chriftian faith. 

There is a peculiarity in their habits of domeflic life, and 
alfo in their ecclefiaftical difcipline. But this peculiarity feems 
to arife from a very fincere principle of conforming to the mo- 
del of primitive times; and carrying the reformation to the ut- 
moft degree of perfection that the itate of human affairs will 
admit. | 

‘ In fach churches,’ fays the pious Author of this work, ¢ which, 


“as Luther expreffes it, ‘* will work out their own falvation in right 
_ good earneff,”’ there are and may be fome things which are peculiar to 
“them. -Under this head belong, for initance, the foot wa/bing, the 
 kifs of love, and the ufe of the lot.’ 


Rev. May, 1785. Aa The 
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The Author vindicates the renewal of thefe antient forms in 
the Moravian church; but the fame arguments apply to every 
other apoftolical cuftom, and particularly to the anointing of the 
Jick with oil: and if obtolete rites be revived only becaufe they 
were practifed in the firft eftablifhment of the Chriftian church, 
we are not at liberty to reject any, but _— implicitly, and 
without exception, to adopt a//.— When a cuftom, that hath been 
dropped for ages, is revived, it ought to be of fufficient confe- 
quence to warrant the furprife that is excited by it. Better let 
it remain in undifturbed quiet, than call it forth to give o¢ca- 
fion for more ridicule and fcandal than the moral fervice it is de- 
figned to produce can counterbalance. We think this per- 
fe&tly confiftent with the wife admonition of St. Paul, and may 
be applied to churches as well as individuals—Let net your good 


be evil fpoken of. B...k. 


Art. VII. Antient Metaphyfics. Volume Third. Containing the 
Hiftory and Philofophy of Man. Witha Preface, containing the 
Hiftory of Antient Philofophy, both in antient and later Times. 
Alfo, with Three Differtations annexed, upon the following Sub- 
jects: 1. Confirmations and IJJluftrations of what has been faid 
in the preceding Volumes, upon the Subject of the Principles of 
Sir Ifaac Newton’s Aftronomy. 2. An Inquiry into the Principle 
of the Motion of Bodies unorganized. 3. The Difference between 
Man and Brute farther illuftrated and explained, with additional 
Faéts and Obfervations concerning the Ouran-Outang, and Peter 
the Wild Boy. 4to. 18s. boards. Cadell. 1784. 


T is no very pleafant tafk, to wade through every ‘* muddy 
foallow,” to which whim or conceit may think fit to conduct 
us, in our journey through the world of letters. Lord M. has 
fo often exercifed our patience in this way, that we fhall be 
excufed for moving on with fome rapidity through this third 
volume of his grand work; which we have found more re- 
plete with anilities, than any of his Lordfhip’s former pro- 
ductions. Firmly poffefled as we are with this opinion, we hall 
not be guilty of fuch an intrufion upon our Readers time and pa- 
tience, as to enter on a particular examination of this work, al- 
though written on fo important a fubje& as the hiftory of man, 
and uthered into the world under the magnificent idea of re- 
viving the only true philofophy. For our judgment on the lite- 
rary merit of Lord M. (which we have repeatedly given with 
freedom, and which the prefent volume affords us no induce- 
ment to retract) we beg leave to refer our Readers to our account 
of the two former volumes of the prefent work [Rev, Vol. LXI. 
p. 191, and Vol, LXVII. p. 340,], and of his Origin and Pro- 

grefs of language, Vols. XLIX, LIL. and LV. | 
‘There is, however, one feature in this writer’s charaéter, not 
hitherto particularly noticed, which appears fo prominent in tbe 
prefent 
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prefent picce, that it would be unpardonable to overlook it; we 
inean, his CAPACIOUS FAITH. That his Lordthip’s illuftrious 
example may have its due eff-& upon this unbelieving age, we 
fhall extract, from this volume, fome of the chief articles of 
belief to which he declares his unfeigned affent and confent. 

1. That the animal called the Ouran-Outang is a man. 

2. ‘That men, in the nomade ftate, which was originally the 
life of all men, were little better than mere Ouran-Outangs. 

3. That this life was firft difufed in Egypt, where men lived 
in cities, thoufands of years before there were any fuch affocia- 
tions of men in Europe. 

. That human nature was in its greateft perfection in the 
flourifhing ftate of antient Egypt, and has ever fince been de 
clining. : 

5. That Pythagoras, who was inftructed in Egypt, was the 
greateft philofopher, and moft extraordinary man that ever 
lived—of a nature fomewhat betwéen a god and a man—a fu- 
perior intelligence, inhabiting fuch a body as ours; and that all 
the philofophy which yet remains in the world, is derived from 
his {chool, | 

6. That in more antient times, there were many fuch beings 
as Pythagoras was, who were revered under the names of heroes 
and demi-gods, 

7. That there are in man four di/liné minds, the elemental, 
the vegetable, the animal, and the intelle€tual ; and that thefe, 
together, form the Tetrad?7ys of the Pythagoreans, which bears an 
analogy to the Trinity in the Divine Nature, held alfo by the 
difciples of Pythagoras. 

8. ‘That the natural ftate of man is to live without clothing, 
habitation, fire, and language ; that he fhould go upon all four ; 
and that every thing which has been added by human art, taken 
away or altered, with refpect to the animal life of man, has been 


for the worfe. 
. That raw vegetables are the natural, and therefore the 


beft, food of man. 

10. That there has been, in every nation, an heroic age, that 
is, an age of extraordinary longevity, and of wonderful fize and 
ftrength of body ; that in thofe ages, the ordinary time of gefta- 
tion was near twelve lunar months; and that fuch was the 
age of Greece at the time of the Trojan war, when Ne/or 
lived to the third century, and Helen at eighty years of age was 
ftolen by Paris, and twenty years after was a goddefs among 
women. 3 

11. That the man Ouran-Outang, and the Patagonians, are, 
at prefent, between eight and nine feet in height; that there are 
people in South America twelve feet high: that the Germans 
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in the time of Julius Cafar were about nine feet: that the body 
of Oreftes was ten feet and a half; and that of Ajax between 
twelve and thirteen feet in height: that Stone-henge was built 
by giants, the body of one of whom was found near Salifbury 
upwards of fourteen feet high: that there were two extraordi- 
nary giants in antient Greece, nine fathom high; and—[pray, 
Madam, don’t be frightened ; though ’tis as big as a church, ’tis 
only a man of bones] at Theffalonica, the body of a giant was 
found * ninETY-sIx French feet in height. 

12. That there are men with tails; that there are whole na- 
tions of men with but one leg; that in Acthiopia there are men 
who have their eyes in their breafts, and others who have only one 
eye, and that in the forehead +: that there have been men who 
had the heads and tails of dogs, and were expert archers; and 
that there are fea-men, and fea- women, or mermaids. 

‘ It is amazing that our learned Author has not given us an 
an opportunity of completing this climax of belief, by adding 
the following article from Diodorus Siculus (Lib. ii. c. 4.) 

That, Es Vadealeos, the inhabitants have their tongues di- 
vided, partly by nature and partly by art, whence they poflefs 
the power of holding two diftinét converfations at the fame time 
with two different perfons.—The ftory, to be fure, is a little 
wonderful ; but Diodorus relates it; and, though he was not a 
Bifhop, or a Father of the Church, what temptation he had to lie, 
we cannot difcover.. Vid. Note. 

Henceforth let no man fay, Credat Fudaus Appella ; but Credat 
Lord Monboddo! His Lordfhip has, we confefs, much reafon 
to be difpleafed with us [See his Preface, p. 80.] for not allow- 
ing him the merit of elevating and furprifing : for whatever may 
be thought of his ability to elevate, no one can hereafier doubt, 
that he poffeffes, in a fuperlative degree, the power of /ur- 
prifing. 





® This ftory (fays Lord M.) is fo well attefted, that I think it is 
impoflible to doubt it, unlefs we are poflefled of a philofophy that 
can fet bounds to the works of God with refpeét to the human fize, 
and can demonftrate, that it is impoflible, by the nature of things, 
that fuch a man fhould have ever exifted, 

+ The former of thefe ftories (fays Lord M.) is related by Strabo, 
who fays indeed that he does not believe it; but ‘I obferve that 
a fpirit of incredulity was begun in the days of Strabo: the latter 
is confirmed by a Bifbop and a Father of the Church; and what 
temptation he had to lie, even if he had not been fuch, J cannot di/- 


sever.’ 
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Art. VII. An Apology for Hunting ford’s Monoffropbics, continued 


from our latt. 


CCORDING to the promife made in our laft number, we 
fhali now refume our examination of Mr. Huntingford’s argu- 
ments in defence of his Greek Odes. 

Ope VII. As the @ in .< is fhort in Anacreon *, we objected 
to the quantity of it, in verfes 1 and 23, of this ode, 2 Qircy bgeupos 
yucwr, On a fuppofition, that in them it was to be confidered as /ongy 
in order to give a Spondeus, in prima fede. 

Mr. H. in anfwer fays, ¢ the verfes may be defended two ways. 
If the gs in @ircc is fhort, he remarks, that the firft foot of thefe lines 
will be a Choriambus, which is to be found in Anacreon. But, 
continues our Author, ‘ if the @ is to be accounted long,’ it is fup- 
ported by the authority of the 28, 50, 59, 106, and 107 verfes of the 
AMIOAHMOE OIAIA, publifhed by Bowyer, and by Euripides, in his 
Medea, V. 1283. 

Divan Dircig yerre mpooGaarsiy TEKVOK 
on which Barnes, whom Mr. H. has honoured with a high com- 
mendation for his erudition and fkill in Greek metre, obferves, ‘ Te 
Qs ie Qiros fit communis,’ asin Homer, Il. 4. 155. and Il. 21. 303. 

That the firft foot of thefe verfes may be defended as a Choriam- 
bus, from the Odes of Anacreon, as the text at prefent ftands, we 
readily allow; but that any authority, except an expre/s inflance 
from a good writer of dimeter catalectic Iambics, can make the @ in 
girs long in the prefent cafe, we peremptorily deny; and for this 
affertion we have afligned our reafons in the beginning of the ar- 
ticle. | 

We would with it, however, to be confidered, that we are well 
aware, that this fyllable is common in Homer, as we remarked in our 
former Review. It may alfo be added, that, in Apollonius Rho- 
dius, it is always fhort, though he makes the @ in Q:Aew common. 
In the Attic writers alfo, as Heath has obferved +, the g is fhort: 
fo, indeed it is found in the Tragedies, in Ariftophanes, Menander, 
Philemon, and in the fragments of Greek Comedy f. But what 
then are we to fay of the verfe from Medea? Let us examine, what 
credit is due to an affertion of Jofhua Barnes; for though Mr. H. 


praifes his abilities, all fcholars are not inclined to treat him. 


with fo much refpeét. Let us hear what the learned fay about this 
editor of Euripides. Firft Valckenaer, in his Preface to the Phaniffe, 
tells us: ‘* Barnefius /plendidam quidem nobis paravit Euripidis edi- 
tionem, fi nitorem /pectes externum ; fed, fi ab/que ullo obtre&andi fudio 
werum dicere licet, laudibus, quas in illam multi congefferunt, penitius 





* To the two authorities from Anacreon, cited in our Review of 
the Monoftrophics, page 509, two more may be found in Ode 
LXVIII. Brunck Anal. I. 116. 

+ In Afchyl. 110, et in Eurip. 6. et 45. Mufgrave alfo affents to 
this remark of Heath. It is unneceflary to fill our pages with ex- 
amples. 

t Little weight is due to the azodnuos Ose, in comparifon with 
what the Tragedies claim. We fhall, therefore, {pare our comments, 
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intro/picienti Cantabrigenfis indigna videbitur Editio.”® Pierfop alfa, 
whom. our great Toup ftyles, Vir ingenio/ij/imus, et verus mu/arum 
alumnus *, thus {peaks of Barnes, ‘‘ Homo mediocriter Gract dofus, 
Euripidi non minys quam Homero edendo, fi quis alius, impar ts 
Laftly, for we fhall fummon no other witnefies, Bentley, whofe evi- 
dence in fuch a eaufe is to be confidered, warra» ailukicy ardor, eX- 
claims, ironically, after pointing out fome blunders in Barnes’s 
Notes on Homer: ‘* A fit man indeed per annos guindecim in Greca 
cathedra celeberrimae Academia federe.’? On fome of his Greek verfes, 
he alfo fays: ‘* What a fhame it is for a man, that pretends to have 
been, a feneris unguiculis, a great Grammarian and a Poet, not to 
know, that the fecond fyllable of corezym; is long t!” After 

erufing thefe paflages, to which others might eafily ‘be added, our 
Risdars will not probably feel inclined to pay much attention to 
Barnes’s remark. But how do the other commentators folve this 
dificulty ?—If it is an Iambic verfe, with Heath and Mufgrave, we 
muft read QsArvs for Piro; but itis probably of a different. meafure, 
as it occurs in a Monoftrophic chorus. We ought therefore,. to fol- 
low, the Florentine MS. quoted by Valckenaer §, which gives, 
Burcinwy ev Orrois xecige Cars rexvoe, Or adopt the lection of the manu; 
{cripts collated by ‘Brunck, in which the paflage ftands thus : 

Aiav On eAUw Tey Oe pes yur bKwY 
Ev Qsross rie Garey temvaice 

In Jambic poetry, therefore, the g in @.° muft, notwithftandin 
Barnes’s aflertion, always be fhort; and fo we are willing to confider 
it, in Mr. H.’s verfes, by allowing a choriambus in prima /ede |\. 

In verfe 9, we faid that if the a in «xséas, followed by éh, was 
not cut off, it ought to be fhort. Mr. H. to prove our affertion er- 
roncous, produces ErgePilas ar Apelos ndr, from Anacreon. ‘This line 
is not a complete defence of our Author’ s pofition, becaufe sr begins 
with an afpirated vowel, which is not the cafe with /,.—The paf- 
fage from the cya Of Triclinius ], on the quantity of the final as 
and «, before a vowel, which is next produced, relates only to nouns. 

—The latter part of the Scholiaf’s note, which fpeaks of verbs, 
fhould have been quoted ; for the fragment of the rule, as it ftands 
in the Apology, proves nothing, in the prefent inftance. Mr. H. 
then defends the as, if it muft be fhort, by afferting that a Pyrri- 


chius is found iz fecunda fede in Anacreon **, To this we did 
not 





* In Suidam, I. p. 171. + Verifimil. p. 2. 

t Letter to Dr. Davies § Diatrib. p. 180. 

|| Whoever reads the Notes of Valkenaer, Heath, Mufgrave,Brunck, 
and Tyrwhitt, on Euripides, may eafily conjeéture how much that Au- 
thor owes to the labour of Ba rnes ! q On Soph. Aj. 1041. 

e¢ Mr. H. has here quoted an Epigram of Julianus, in the fifth 
line of which AzGay a Oem 40” aviv, a Pyrrhic certainly appears in the 
fecond place. But, in this paffage, we are very much inclined to 
read emwo. Tie and Mw are often confounded, from an inattention 
to the quantity of their firft fyllables. The Ms in Nww, and in Miio- 
wots 18 always long; for we find, in a charming fragment of Ion the 


Chian, TIsrwyasyy % EC wast Yy iw dia vorvlos acs): 9 and | LTivcss «woes ra” b's 1 Kec. 
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not object, nor do we now—though we cannot recommend fuch &- 
berties to the imitation of modern writers of Greek Iambics ; and we 
are 





in another; and Muoxevoe ftands in the beginning of an Hexameter 
in Theognis. Morell, indeed, with a ftrange and inconfitent inace 
curacy, after proving by feveral examples, in his 7Ze/aurus, that the 
ais long, fays in his vocabulary of Aucipites pllabe: ** iw: at 
Thay Whoirary UL Thwe []sopecery w Anvatig WorAvmAcery 4 Whe Koxrw). Ep.”— 
The remark of Brunck on verbs in ww and va, if we could wholly 
fubfcribe to the truth of it, might perhaps be applied to ww, and 
wie Speaking of uv and s$e., in his Notes on the Per/e, V.770, 
ke obferves: ‘* Non magis differre arbitror, quant wanbuw et wrnbuwy 
Ovw et dvw, agivvw et aflue, evivw et eilvw, aliague fimilis forme plura, 
Sed quae in ww terminantur, penultimam producunt, in altera forma cor- 
reptam.——Ewviles, by the way, occurs at the end of an Jambic of Phi- 
Jemon Junior, in Athen. p. 291, and we are of opinion that the v of 
fome of the other verbs in vw may be found long in Iambics, 

The min ww, and in zioucs is common. The Etymologift fays, 
© Clwae a0 TY Tw ywilaiy Kat eWbiow TRF. Kas icleory cle To www provey 
exlewes To pom—Llivovla wee emg. lrvadoc we (leg. £2 V. 1.) To ds mi, 
exlewves ‘Kas cUTIEAAKe §=Exiewes prcv ws Toe Lliopey ex CoTarnc, lruads v (493+) 
Xa ApizicQavag ev Hewes, Tlwe ric pects. Luslears os ws To, Os x ELL0¥ bb 
oiovlecy axsoilo te Oar’. In this laft quotation the verfe is incomplete, 
and axswlo muf be pronounced as if it were a trifyilable. But in 
Homer, from whom the line feems taken, Jiiad. v.70. the prefent 
copies read: Os x ELLOY Abth& bOovless aAruecorlec Wee Gupws and Clark has 
taken no notice of the various letion, or of the verfe being cited by 
the Etymologift.—The juftnefs of this Lexicographer’s obfervation 
is evident from the examples produced, from the Es wioucs wennsy &C. 
of Theognis, the Micyc6’ «) ass, &c. Of Strato, and from Homer’s— 
Carysnsy ¥b WHEY AUTWC, in Odyfi. I], 143, and Kas PAYEE Whe acy Tey 
&c, in Odyfl. O. 377.-—The « in the firft fyllable of ww is naturally 
dong, but like many other long vowels, and even fome diphthongs, 
is made fhort becaufe it precedes a vowel. In fuch words, Dawes 
thinks the interpofition of the Eolic Digamma, or Ionic Vau, necef- 
fary.—Barnes, as appears from his Notes on Homer, feems to have 
thought that the ws 1n mw was invariably fort. Atheneus, however, 
tells us, that the « may be /oxg in wiwpos, Lib. x. p. 446, and his 
authority, with that of the Etymologift, and the manufcripts and 
printed copies of almoft all the Poets, prove the Greek Profeffor’s 
corrections of feveral paflages in Homer, in which zw occurs, prima 
fongd, to have been unneceffary. 

The ts in Mww, however, as was obferved before, is never /Zort, 
and, where it was made fo in Homer, Clark has very properly 
emended the lines. But not in Homer alone, but in feveral other 
authors, thefe two verbs appear to be confounded. It may not be 
improper to give a few examples. In Strato, Ep. 96. apud Br. 
381. we ought to read: Ka: MIE UV, KAb EL, Aapcxecleo—lt is pub- 
lifhed wx. Anaxandrides, in a corrupt verfe in Athen. p. 484. has 
orwov for miawve In Menander ap. Stob. XVIII. read Tloses THCOWE, TH 
FIONTOL x» gue, in which Grotius, Le Clerc, and the Editor of 
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are perfuaded, that Mr. H. was right, in propofing a correction for 
this line. 

V. 10. We objected to the final, being long, before J, in xexace 
pevaics Larry, on the fuppofition, that an Jambus was meaned ix 
tertia fede, Mr. H. defends his verfe, by afferting, that he in- 
tended co aa to be a Spondee, of which pofition he produces three 
inftances from Anacreon, and one from Efchylus. ‘To the authori- 
ties from Anacreon we have no objection to propofe. They feem 
fully to vindicate Mr. H.’s verfe : but the line from the Choephore *, 
Avunos yae wol wiAoPeu'y is nota dim. lamb. Catal. with a Spond. in 
tertia fede, but a Verf. Pericdicus dim, Catal. with the o in wpoPeur 

ort. 

V. 13. The Tmefis, not the Hiatus, in this verfe, was thought 
exceptionable. A correétion is propofed. 

V. 22. We doubted whether Qu». was applied to inanimate 
things, though we produced an inftance of fuch a ufage of Qa», 
Mr, H. has perfectly fatisfied us, by citing the authority of Ana- 
creon, Od. 1. 8. and of Meleager, Ep. 27. But the paflages from 
Pindar, Olymp. 7. 21. and 2. 230. appear to leave the quettion as 
undetermined, 2s our quotation from St. Matth. xxiv. 31. 

Ope VIII. 2. Mr. H. has taken no notice of our remark, with 
refpect to the neceflity of the cefural paufe, in Trimeter lambics, 
Jn confirmation of our affertion may be cited the words of Dorville, 
in his Crit. Vann. + ‘* Horatius nunguam talia (carmina que cajura 
carent) admittit, in his Jecutus Gracos iauSomrux. Seneca raro, Ex 
Grecis Tragicis Afchylus fape. Sophocles et Euripides pargius longe. 
Ariftophanes aliquando. Excipio verfus, ubi fingule voces fingulos 
pedes conftituunt : tum etiam tertius pes aliquando integra voce fine vitio 
abfolvitur. Sed tales, rift in enumeratione raro occurrunt, nec tum duri 
guid babent.—Menander etiam in his rari fibi indulfit,” 

g- We objected to xa, becaufe the compound was not divided 
by fome intermediate words. Mr. H. defends himfelf, by citing 
Homer, Odyff. vit. 224. Kewrse morra mooie. Our remark was 
haftily made: our memory deceived us; and we were mifled, by 
placing too much confidence in Hoogeveen, who fays of xavmsry 
** Amant potte disjungere, interpofito vocabulo.”” ‘That they are fre- 
quently disjoined, we donot deny ; but at the fame time we affert that 
they are frequently found together ; and particularly in the Attic writers. 

The narrow limits of a Review will not permit us to quote the 
lines, in which xaimee Occurs; fo we muft content ourfelves, with re- 
ferring our Readers to the Jphig. in Taur. V. 1344. and V. 1447+ 
Ele&r. Eurip. 1037. Cyclop. 702. Alc. 202. 354.627. 866. 945. 1106. 
Soph. Antig. 400. ZEfc. Sept. ad Theb. 714. Prom. 308. and alfo to 
Theoc. Ep. XI. and to Ap. Rhod. II. 359. and III. 1189. Thefe 


Stobeus give rio‘, as they do wv» for mm in another fragment of 
this elegant writer, in the fame chapter of the Florilegiam.—Thefe 
two lait paflages, as we perceive, now we are writing, have been 
corrected by the great Bentley. See alfo a fragment of Clearchus, 
in Athen. 613. It would be eafy to produce other inftances of the 
improper ufage of ww for rim, but we are afraid our Readers already 
exclaim : Obes jam Satis oft t 

* V. 419. Mr. H. cites ws wpopgwy, which we fuppofe to be a ty- 
pographical error, for wel, + Page 341. 
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examples, to which others might be added, may ferve to prove, that 
the obfervation of Hoogeveen, whofe book, however, deferves the 
nioit ample commendation, is too general, and too unlimited. 

In our Review of Glaffe’s Caracétacus *, we made the fame res 
mark, refpecting the ufage of xasmeg, aullo interpofito vocabulo ; but, 
now, meliora montti, id omne pro indi@o0 volumus. Another of our 
obfervations on this Tragedy feems to merit further examination. 
We objected to Bzgurroil-, as a word, for which we could recolleé 
no authority. We have fince obferved in Mu/eus, V. 216—mQvarako 
BAPYIINEIONTAS azla-, and V. 309.—rvle watisa BAPYTINEIONTED 
axles In Meleager alfo, Epigram XXIX. + appears, Kuyawe 2” é 
BAPY TINEYZA® grofce, and in Epigr. XLV. Kuuczies de BAPY TINEY- 
LAr. The queftion now feems to be, whether Mufeus, or Meleager, 
are fufficient authority for the admiffion of fuch a compound into the 
Attic Jcene ?—Sed de hoc viderit auGor eruditiffimus! We hall only 
obferve, that the Tragic writers ufe peyo mew, and pryara mew, 
which occur, in a figurative fenfe, indeed, frequently in A&fchylus; 
in the Bacche, V. 630. Ed. Brunckii; in the Yroades, 1277. and in 
the Andromache, V. 188, of Euripides; and in the Rhe/us, V. 322. 


To return then to the Apology. 
The remark on xainze is followed by a few obfervations on fome 


paflages of Sophocles, and Virgil, which may ferve as additional 
proots of the tafle and the learning of our Author. 

\V. 14. Mr. H. ably defends cinf:i Carrs, from Sophocles, Pindar, 
and Meleager, the laft couplet of whofe Epigram is thus quoted: 

“Ayae MOI popPa BAAAEI TIOOON, 7 wars Mecca, 
H yaeirs Ts Asyw 3 Ware mes DAsyowate 

Mr. Brunck reads 7 xar, which we prefer; and in the laft verfe, 
awvould not the fenfe be improved, by placing the interrogation point 
after waslas inftead of + Acyw-——or rather by giving it thus:—z 
Avyo $— warla muvee Prsyouas. 

Ode IX. 3. We objeéted to un w-. Mr. H. afferts that the afpirated 
» removes the harfhnefs of the Hiatus, and that nas és fimilar in effed, 
though not in found, to Shakefpeare’s, A horfe! ahorfe! He next fays : 
‘ My, is a word, to which of all others no objection fhould be made 
on account of its pofition in this verfe, when it is confidered how 
Sophocles ufes it.’—Then he cites Antig. V. 269—aanr sPivy: ro an 
ELDEvabbe Antig. V. 541—n ‘Eopn TO [An ELCEvaLly and Trach, 631. 

To an 8 To} aryloc we ents duEas Decwr, 

and thus proceeds: ‘In the two laft of thefe examples ux» is made 
fhort, and ro yu» csdevaty and ro wy #, are Anapefts, But perhaps it 
may be faid, the » in «x» fhould be abforbed by ov, and the foot be 
an lambic. If fo, then I reply, it is much lefs violence to retain 
the long vowel ,, and make it long before an afpirated w, than to 
cut it off; and if the latter cafe be allowable, the former one is 
much more {o.’ 7 

In anfwer to thefe affertions, we affirm pofitively that in the in- 
ftances produced from Sophocles, un muff of neceflity coalefce with 
the firft fyllable of the following word, or elfe we fhould have 4 ro 
wn « for the fifth foot of a Tragic Iambic! Quale portentum! In the 








* See the Monthly Review, Vol. LXIX. p. 500. 
$ Brunckii AnaleG. 1. p. 115 and ps 14. 
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Oed. Coloneus alfo, V..1215. we muft allow a; un « to be a trifyl, 
labic foot, in the beginning of this line: ‘Q: yn ed] avloy wrdey wy ov 
wiaru-—The paflages quoted by Mr. H. indeed, feem to prove that 
our objection to wy a; was juftly founded. In the Dramatic writers 
yn and » always coalefce with the firit fyllable of the following word, 
if it begin with a vowel, or diphthong. For ‘* Lfiu/modi crafs At- 
ticis familiaris ef,” as Toup fays, in his Notes on the firlt volume 
of Suidas*. L£xempli gratia, they form one fy!lable with an incep- 
tive A: in uripides, Med. 35. Hipp.997- Sophocles, Ele?. 1175. 
Fpicharmus, ap. Sicd. 441. Artoph. The/moph. 483. 295. and 
Rag. 624. according to the Scholiaft+. With E: in Efchylus, 
Sept. cont. Theb. 720. Eurip. Oreff 272. 536. 625. 1153. Suppl, 
438. Sophocles, £led#. 1188. Oed. Tyr. 699. Ariltophanes, V2/p, 
433+ Lcclefas. 115. Av. 195. and 2g. Philemon, Yrecial. ap. Athen, 
VIL. p. 288. With &1: to the three paflages cited by Mr. H, the 
following may be added: Furipides, Helen. g28. Sophocles, Oecd, 
Cof. 1215, With Ey: Euripides, Jphigen. in Taur. 1202. Eled. 
1097. Sophocles, Philo. 1489, ex emendatione Toupii magni, in 
Suid. 1. 363 ft. Oed. Col. 115 §. Witho: Afchylus, Prom, 271. 
Euripides, Ore. 599: Mnetimachus iz Philippo ex emendat. Grot. 
With oY or OYK: Av{chyl. Sept, Theb. 208. and gg. Prometh. 736. 
017. 328. Euripid. Phen. 1193. Helez. 922, as Scaliger and Canter 
have corrected the verfe. Oref. 596. ‘Sophocl. Oecd. Col. 373. 
Ocd. Tyr. 13, and 563. Ariftophan. Ran. 68. and 707. Achara, 
317. Avid. 37. 

In the Antigone of Euripides, as quoted by Stebeiis, in the F/- 
rileg. of Grotius, we find: 

Mn ev eleAs Avresy cavlov® esdwe morAuni-y &C. 

on which there is the, following note: ‘* Jia malui quam quod vulge 
pon ay Ore Avera, Guia ver/us eff tragicus, in quo Anapaefium fede fecunda 
winx reperias; coalitionem autem vocalis » in wn cum vocali vocis fe- 
quentis fepe. On this correction, Valckenaer has remarked in his 
Diatribe ||, that while Grotius fhuns the Azapef in the fecond place ; 
he gives.a Cretic in the fourth: ‘* Nam Mn ve Yragicis et Comicis At- 
ticis in ukam, Jemper fyllalam contrabuntur ; nufquam, fi bene memini, 
penx” Mev, as far as we.can recollect, does not occur, either 
with or without contraction, in the Dramatic writers, though 7 » 
may be found. Valckenaer, in the paflage before us, reads :—-Mn 1» 
@:az, as the end of an Iambic, and begins the following line with 
Avr cravicre } ; 

‘In, the Electra of Sophocles, V. 474, we have, Fi un eyw macue 
Ccowrys to correfpond with which Hg d: xas woAveec, OCCurs in the An- 
tittvophe..On the former, Heath remarks: ‘* Potius Jambicum di- 
metrum brackycatalectum, huac serfum dixerim, guam Choriambicum, 


cm null4ys,in ¢6, continegtur, mec Choriambus, nec Choriambi portio; 





: * Page 164... °, + To-thefe examples many more might eafily 
be added. Mu is alfo faid to coalefce, with the av of avo, and the 
a: Of aslicvyxgwne, in the fragments of Philemon,, publithed by Gro- 
tits, p..777.,.and p. 781. t This paflage has alfo been 


_ partly corrected by Wefleling, in his Prodadil, 95. § Arifte- 
phanes fomewhere has x svge, which is printed yn’ vue || P. 156. 
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wocem enim un fequente vocali hic non corripi conftat ex Antithetice. 
The verfe, it is true, is not Choriambic, which Heath properly 
denies ; neither is it lambic, which he improperly affirms. Myx, in 
this place, as in al! othets, coalefces with the initial « of cye, and 
the verfe becomes Jenicus a Minore. ‘The Moloffus is properly placed 
in prima fede, even though the Fpitritus tertius occur in the Anti- 
ftrophe *. 

In the Lyffraia of Ariftophanes, verfe 1038 is thus edited by 
Branck and Kufer: 

ArANAZ IAN nex 2oieO we etl: Currivas Cuctts 
And this may feem to vindicate Mr. H.’s wu» wo. But the line cer- 
tainly requires correction ; and it is furprifing, that none of the 
commentators have attended to it; nam non felent comici iftos hiatus 
facile commitiere t. RBiletus reads jer wpaics » from which probably the 
true leétion may eafily be obtained. Sed de hoe viderint alii. We 
fhall only remark, that this formula imprecandi t occurs three times in 
Lucian, Deor. Dial. vi. 4. § De Saltat. fe&. 5. and Dial. Meretr. x. in 
in allofwhich wesc, and not spac is the reading ; and that in a frag- 
ment from an old comic writer, preferved by Athenzus II. we find, 
Mn paboby pilen Tow wermay seasd & THe Osomes Dayus, &c. which Cafaubon 
has digefted into Jambics, and added, ‘* Prima due jyllaba vocis 
wpe coalefcunt in Sponde: um cum precedente u:.” 

From thefe objervations, we hope, it is evident, that u» and » 
always coalefce with the following word, ifit begin with a vowel or 
a diphthone in Iambic poetry. in Epic poetry, the contrary is the 
cafe; for wx is fometimes long gen a vowel, as in Iliad, i. 244, 


x. 39. ©. 30..0. 62. ¢. 536. « - 53. og Odyf. be §27- 
{. 147+ m. 389. 457; and ines bert, asin Miia 9G. 123s %e 700. 
Odyff. 4. 530. and ¢. 227. H, however, fometimes does  coalefce 


with the following vowel. 
The curious reader, who wifhes for further evidence on this fubs 


ject, may confult, befides the avthors whom we have already mens 
tioned, D’Arnaud, Animad. in Callim. Dorviile in Chariton. Gro- 
tius, in his notes on the fragments of the Greck Stage, 

3. We judged e «d:, an infinitive for a gerand, with a prepofi- 
tion, but without an article, to be unauthorifed, Mr. H. fays, that 
“« the infinitive mood is not only ufed without the article, but even 
without the prepoficion ;”” and adds, ** if both article anid prepofition 
may be omitted, there can be no impropriety in ufing » ed, omitting 
the article only.”” This reafoning does by no means faticfy us. The 
infinitive mood is certainly ufed in this manner, without article or 
prepofition ; but e ad: is contrary to the genius of the Greek lan- 
guage, without the intervention of an article; and we are firmly 
perfuaded, that no one authority, in profe or verfe, can be produced 
to defend it. The line fhould have been correéted, 

Ode X. 3. Myorbaca yan daslivror. We soubier whether there was 
any authority for two accufatives after spooticue Mr. H. fays, ** No- 
thing is more frequent than fora prepofition in ‘compofition to govern 





* Conf. Heath in Hecub. 931 et centies alibi. + Dorvill. 
Crit. Vann, 225, t Conf..Cafaub. in Athen. p..69. Hem- 
iterh. in Lucian. 1. 21g. ~ § On this paflage Baten obferves ; 


Pesgnein Glas pew * wOrre eer on weas imoilie Verum tamen Atticum eft. 
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the fame cafe, asif not compounded,” and then he cites Sophec. 4j. 


8327. 732. Lied. 265. Trach. 624. 
—O RELVOS evprceBig 
UPparyidrs pees rwd sm oupce Oncilet. 

The three firft examples do not relate to our queftion, which was not, 
Whether a prepofition had the fame power za and out of compofition, 
but whether any author ufed a double accufative after wpochec. The 
laft paffage, indeed, does not fatisfy us, for it is perplexed and intri- 
cate ; and emis not joined tO Groilas, AS mp0¢ IS tO Osicae 

In the explanation, Mr. H. follows Heath: *¢¢ 6 exOnedas oma, ON 
which he will fix his eye; ¢ and ouma are two accufatives ; 6 is go. 
verned by E% by and OfA ae by Quotlas. So in moo Our KitAn daxlvaor, 
xan is governed of wpoc, and duxluacw Of buca: the modes of expref. 
fion in the Monoftophics and Sophocles are fimilar.”’ 

Our opinion of the paflage from the Trachinie coincides with that 
of Johnion, who fuppofes it to be corrupt; for, we believe, few 
anftances can be produced of ex joined to a dative and an accufa- 
tive cafe, in the fame fentence: :Q° é,—duarcvils 2” i;xes twee, fays Heath. 
“O xewos ev wabx, Johnfon’s lalt emendation, for his two others are 
nullius pretii, feems preferable to the common reading, though it is 


not perfeétly fatisfactory. Mr. Brunck, in his long and impatiently ' 


expected edition of Sophocles, will probably illuitrate the paflage, 
and remove the difficulty. 

8. We objedted to povoc, in the fenfe of /olitary, applied to an in- 
animate object. Surely Virgil’s /olo in littore cannot juttify pores xepy:s! 
We find in Terence’s Andr. felus locus, in the Phormio, fole terra, and 
in Cornelius Nepos, fer /ola loca contenderet, and in Horace, in /olo 
levis angiports; bat we recollect no inftance of jucvoc being ufed by the 
Greeks for /olitarius.. Mr. H. has corrected the paflage, and has 
eftablifhed part of the emendation by incontrovertible authority ; but 
we are not fond of the Pyrrhichius in fecunda fede of the fecond verfe ; 
and we.have fome doubts about zeps te, which, if we are not miftaken, 
fhould be ss &. The laft line is perfectly proper, and eminently 
beautiful. | 

12. A final vowel fhort is before <1, to which we objeéted. Mr. H. 
has very candidly acknowledged his miftake, and corrected the verfe. 
He however produces three paflages from the fifth Iliad, and one from 
Hefiod, in which a final vowel is fort, before Lxapardpoc, and one 
from the latter author, in which +: is not made long before cx. 
Thefe examples we fhall examine in our remarks on another part of 
the apology. 

Ove XI. v. 7 and 15. We objef&ted to the Amphimacri in prima 
fede, and obferved, that the fixty-firft * ode of Anacreon was not to 
be confidered as an authority for this licence, as it confifted wholly 
of Trochaici dim. acataled. In the other few examples, we faid, we 
fufpected the text to be corrupted. Mr. H. defends his Amphimacr. 





* In the article, it is printed forty-firft. This error was occafioned 
by our tranfcribing too haflily xli. forty-one for ]xi. fixty.one, while 
we were writing the article. Mr. H. fhould not have founded an ar- 


gument on our miftake, which, we are furprifed, that he did not dif- 
cover. 
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by four fimilar inftances from Anacreon, and then afks, why we ima- 
ine the text to be faulty >The narrow limits of a Review will not 
allow us to enter into the queftion, how far the odes which now go 
under the name of Anacreon are genuine, or fuppofititious. ‘The 
great Bentley concludes his letter to Gacon, in which he examines 
two paflages in thefe odes, with thefe words, ** Multa quidem in oliis 
Anacreontis locis emendatione indigent ; non pauca etiam Junt /puria: 
qua @ genuinis dignofcere paucorum erit hominum.”’? Dr. ‘Taylor alfo, 
the editor of Demotthenes, in one of his common place books, 
which was bought at'the fale of Afkew’s manufcripts, by the acute 
and learned Dr. Farmer, had made this memorandum: ‘‘ Anacreo, 
Quere de fide wiv? ~ It is much to be lamented, that he had not in- 
veftigated this point thoroughly : but this note was all that he feemed 
to have written on the fubject. With refpe& to /u/picions about the 
genuinenefs of Anacreon’s text, we do not, however ftand fingle ; 
and in the very lines produced by Mr. H. the critics have found 
errors that required corre¢tion. 

In v. 2. of Ode LIII. Msarromces Bodo Dspsvory Barnes reads Be otsory 
which Pauw does not reject; and in Brunck’s edition of Ana- 
¢«reon, it is TESEWOVe In verfe Se of Ode: XII. Lisbov vy fAty att 
Avacw, Barnes reads rupcow, the Vatican MS. avpte, Pauw and 
Brunck in his Analefa, r»upfiv Of the fragment, from which 
the fecond quotation is taken, Ode LX. 2. nothing determinate can 
be faid. Our fufpicion feemed confirmed by finding ~eduy Spuoz after 
tpwla werrrouas, for we did not recolleé& any thing fimilarin Anacreon, 
though examples occur in other writers. In Ode XLI. from which 
as ds Opoidac wsOwy:v is taken, there are fome Jonict a minore, as well 
as this Yrochaic, for fuch the verfe is, mixed with the Anacreontic 
Jambics: but we do not mean to prefs thefe fufpicions, for we are 
well aware of the laxity of Anacreon’s meafure, and did not require 
Pauw’s authority to inform us of it. 

Thefe remarks are followed by fome reflexions on the authenticity 
of Anacreon’s poems, which Mr. H. has prefaced by a quotation from 
Pauw’s preface to his edition of that author. Our opinion of this 
critic, we will freely confefs, is not very exalted! Though we do 
not think him fo defpicable an editor as he is aflerted to be, by Dorville 
in his Critica Vannus, and in fome papers in the Mifcellanea Critica, 
yet we by no means place him in the high rank which Mr. H. feems 
willing to allow him, by the appeals which he makes to his judg- 
ment. His corre&tions, in general, are more remarkable for bold- 
nefs than juftnefs, and for the infolent felf-fufliciency with which 
‘they are prefled forward, than for the learning by which they are 
fupported. He attacked with indecent virulence almoft all his eon- 
temporaries, and almoft all the critics of reputation who preceded 
him.—Yet after all his blunders, which are innumerable, and his im- 
pudent vanity, which is {till lefs tolerable, we muft acknowledge 
that he was an acute man: but, on the other fide, thofe who are ac- 
quainted with his notes maft grant that he was a braggart, and a very 
vain and oftentatious writer; and that he rarely appears a Scio- 
‘lift, and never a dunce. Heath, in a few inftances, perhaps, 
allows too little merit to his notes on Efchylus, while Dorville too 
feverely.decries all his productions. la his attempts on Hephettio, 
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and indeed on other authors, he is now and then fuccefsful ; and par. 
ticularly in his notes on Pindar, of which fome have received thei; 
due portion of praife from the ingenious, the learned, and the po- 
lifhed Heyne.—Pauw’s Anacreon, however, has been feldom com. 
mended:—Trapp, Dorville, and the foreign Journaliits; have fuf- 
ficiently, taught us the value of this edition. 

Pauw, fays Mr. H. doubted the authenticity of the odes which pafs 
under Anacreon’s name, becaufe there appears a deficiency of Lonici/n 
in them.—From this, however, no certain argument of their fuppofi- 
titioufnefs can be drawn; for it is well-known to the learned wx id, 
that the works of the ancient Greeks were frequently tran/lated from 
one diaJe&t to another by the modern fophifts. This is the reafon, as 
Vizzanius and Bentley have informed us, why Ocellus Lucanus, 
though he was by birth a Dorian, and though Stobeus quotes fome 
paflages of his writings, in the Doric diale&, now appears from his 
incomparable book De Natura Univer/:, which is fill extant, to have 
written in the Attic. Might not the fame change of dialeét have been 
made in the odes of Anacreon, in which, however, the traces of 
Jonicifm ftill certainly remain ? 

Mr. H. next obferves, that as not a fingle Anacreontic ode has 
any thing like the feverity, the firmnefs, the vigour, the high and 
generous {pirit which ts found in the celebrated Sco/on of Calliftratus 
on the death of the tyrant Hipparchus, that thefe poems could not 
have been the produ¢tion of Anacreon, as he is known to have been 
“‘ nearly coeval with Calliitratus,” and as ‘* it generally happens 
that writers cotemporary *, or nearly fo, difcover fome fimi- 
larity of ftyle and diction.” ‘This difference, however, in the two 
writers, can never be deemed a fufficient reafon for abrogating the 
claims of the Teian bard to the odes, which bear his name, or elfe we 
fhall be compelled to grant, that no two authors, whofe ftyles and 
whofe fubjects are various, could live in the fame age.—It fhould be 
remembered, that /ua cuique propofita eff lex, Juus decor, and that of 
the writings of Anacreon only an inconfiderable part has reached our 
times. It may alfo be obferved, that Cicero, in the fourth book of 
his Tufculan Quetftions +, fays, ‘* Anacreontis quidem TOTA POESIS 
eff amavoria ;” and Horace}, ‘* Nec fi quid olimuusit Anacreon, 
Delevit aitas !” 

After thefe remarks, Mr. H. enters into a fhort difcuffion of 2 

ueftion, which has lately engaged the attention of the learned : 
Whether the hymn as; Axuziezx, which has been lately publifhed by 
Ruhnkenius, .be a genuine produétion of the author of the Iliad? — 
We fhall not attempt to follow Mr. H. ftep by ftep in his arguments, 
but only inform our readers, that, for the moft part, they are in- 
genious, that they are evidently the produétion of a fcholar, and 
that they are raifed on a bafis fomewhat firmer than thofe refpecting 
Anacreon. To return again tothe apology for the Monoftrophics :— 
But before we refume our examination of Mr. H.’s defence, let 
us acknowledge an error of our own. We had faid, that the 





* It thould be contemporary. This, we fuppofe, is a typographical 
error. See Bentl. on Phalar. Pref, Ixxxvi. Ed. prim. 
+ P. 281. Ed, rma. Davis. t IV. Od, IX. 9. 
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frit foot of 2 Avaxpewy ddxexs * could not be an an 4napa/us, becaufe 
we believed that 2 was never made fhort. We did not then recollect 
this verfe of the admirable Aduuu%ecas of Theocritus +: 

Q Croce, w MCvecS, w EXACUNW tAsDavlos. 

Ode XI. 10. Our objection to this verfe is removed by a correétion. 

Ode XII. 8. Oc Umvepaxyn acmilos abn we faid, that if a Versus 
Paramiacus was intended, there was a falfe quantity, or elfe that 
thefe words did not form a verfe. Mr. H. defends himifelf, by pro- 
ducing ten lines, from different authors, all which apparently cors 
refpond with his own, in the quantity and number of their feet. 
He then proceeds: ‘* The critic fays, there is a falfe quantity in 
the line ; I deny it abfolutely ; for the words are Homer’s, 

Kai vamwas’ spar Fev dap ‘UmEDp OM ACE OS ob ne }. 

—If then the fuppofed fault was in making the » fhort, here is Ho- 
mer’s authority for it: if in making the firft fyllable of a Ver/us Pa- 
reemiacus fhort, the authority of many writers has been adduced to 
juftify it.” He then adds,. * thatcommon obfervation might juflify 
it, as a Verfus Par@miacus is nothing more than fome part of an 
hexameter verfe,”? and that it will, therefore, admit ‘ whatever 
may enter into the conftruction of an Hexameter ;? ——* and it will 
be perfectly indifferent, whether the firft fyllable be long or fhort, 
whether the firft foot be an Anapeit, a Spondee, or an lambic,’ of 
each of which he produces inftances. 

Such is the fubitance of Mr. H.’s reply. —T he authorities which he 
produces, undoubtedly defend the metre of the verfe ; but not asa 
Verfus Paremiacus ; for if thatname be given it, we {till peremptorily 
aflert, that there is a fa//e quantity in it; and that the authority of 
Homer’s Heroics cannot defend an Hiatus in an Anapeitic. By a 
Verfus Pavamiacus §, be it remembered, that we mean the Anapa fti- 
cus dimeter catalecticus, which ought never to be ufed, except at the 
clofe of the Anapeftic feries ; and which, on xo account can admit 
an Jambus in prima fede. Let it not be fuppofed that our affertion is 
erroneous ; becaufe Hepheitio, in the prefent copies of his Exchiridion, 
is made to fay, that the Anapettic admits, Tape Toss Opamalom sore. KAI 
TAMBON ; for the Scholiaft on the Plutus, v. 487. who gives the 
fame account of this kind of meafure, has omitted the two lait 
words xa: Tabor. 

Mr. H. fays, the 4uap. Param. 1s nothing more than Jome part of ax 
Hexameter. From this verfe it is fometimes fuppofed to be formed. 
So afferts Bentley ||, ‘‘)Sciunt enim, qui in tragicis Grecis, et Ariffe- 
phane verfati, Anapeftos ubigue terminari Ver/u Paremiaco, qui 
pofterius colom (ought it not to be comma?) ef hexametri.”? Marius 
Victorinus, in his Ars Grammat. @ alfo Jays, that the Anapettic 
Hows from the heroic verfe, per Epiplocen, and that the duap. dim. 
Catal. is formed from the Hexameter, ** RetraGa Heroo Penthemi- 
mere.” ‘Terentianus Maurus alfo fays, at the beginning of a {yitem 
of Anapeflici Parwmiaci, ‘© De Anap. verfu Catale&. ex Secunda 








* Ode XI. v. 7. + V. 123. t Thad 8. 554. 
§ It is well known, that there are feveral kinds of Paremiaci, as 


Hepheftio and the Scholiaft on the Plutus 598, and others, have ob- 
Served. | P. 46. Jn Menandrum, q Ap. Putfch. p. 2478. 
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parte beroici.” If fuch really be the formation of this verfe, it is evi. 
dent, that the firft foot can never be an Jamdus; for if an Heroic 
Penthemimer be taken from the beginning of an Hexameter, the re- 
maining comma mutt have either a Spordzus or an Anapa/ftus in prima 
Sede, as in 3 
TIoAAws J DO ipeets ¥uxas aids Tpriapers and 

Aairxuma xvaveny | OTE xEbmadlos nua ixwlas *. 

But this rule for forming the Auap. Param. we are afraid, is nota 
very accurate one. For if it be admitted, that this verfe flows thus 
from the Hexameter, the firft foot can never poflibly be a Da&ylus, or 
a Pes Proceleufmaticus, which, as Hepheftio tells us, cxaisws de is ade 
mitted in dnapeftici. 

But if the Anap. Param. cannot juftly be called part of an Hexa- 
meter, as then two kinds of feet would be excluded the metre 
very improperly; and if the firft place cannot admit an Jambus, 
as it is neither authorifed by the ancient poets or grammarians, what 
are we to fay of the authorities produced in the apology ?—Let us 
examine them. 

The fr/ is, Ane S argoc Ww iL EY OAWCE, from the Trachin. 10°53. Mr, 
H. when he quoted this verfe, was deceived by the word ANa- 
TIAIZTO!, which ftands at the head of the Series, in which it is con- 
tained ; for they have no claim to that title, if they are properly ar. 
ranged in Johnfon’s Sophocles. In the Supplices of Efchylus, the 
fame miftake has incautioufly been made, tor the fyftem beginning 
atv. 1025. coptains Jonici a minore, and not Avrarascls, as Mr. Por- 
fon will probably call them, in his promifed edition cf Efchy- 
lus. 

The lines in the Trachinia have been arranged, with fome few al- 
terations, into Anapeftics by our countryman Heath, a critic to 
whofe acumen and diligence the remaixing Greek Tragedies are much 
indebted. Why have his labours been treated with fo little refpect 
by foreigners ?—He reads this line, Kaniooc xu Oo axoc A EX OAWEED. But, 
perhaps, the fyftem fhould be called Mcnofrophic ; aad the intermix- 
ture of the Doric dialect feems toconfirm this fufpicion. At any rate, 
this line cannot be an Anap. Parem. for exclufive of the inadmiffible 
Jambus in prima fede, the fentence docs not end with the verfe, and it 
is well known, and has frequently been afferted, that Paraemiacus fen- 
tentiam claudit. 

The jecond and third authorities are produced from the Sco/ia of 
-Alceus and Sappho, as they are publithed in Chandler. As we have 
never feen the book from which they are taken, we cannot fpeak 
decifively about the lines; but from our knowledge of the variety 
of meafures introduced into the ancient Scolia, and of the impofl- 
bility of an Jaméus having a place in an Anapeftic verfe, ** guippe 
rerxgoves, e@tero/que pedes menfura temporum non equans,” as Hemiter- 
huis obferves in his Notes on the Plutus, we take it for granted, that 


they are Dadylici. 


The fourth, Ziyor pers xey:% xeatéca, is from the hymn of Mefo- 


medes to Nemefis. This hymn confifts of Daétylic verfes; but the 





* Quint. Calab. 980, Lib. VIII, 
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paffage, ftom which Mr. H. has cited his authority is undoubtedly 
corrupt. It ftands thus in Brunck: 

Nevess Oumo xoArrey aes xaclw oPerry 

Zuyov tla yea Keaivoa. 
Mow the former of thefe lines is difgraced by the only Hiatus, 
which occurs in the hymn, and has alfo a foot more than is requiiite. 
May we not read, 

Nevess O dro xoArrov ats Kole 

OD ruts Cuya wihes new lerae 
Zuyx is ufed in the plural for Yrutiza, as the learned and admirable 
Budeus has proved in his Commentary, and the dative of the inftru- 
ment requires no examples to ellablifh it. The paffage may like 
wife be corrected by omitting the word ofeus 

Nevis; Od vzo xcAmrov aes nalaiy 

Zuyov wile you uealerc, : 
for we find in Apollonius Rh. II 685. Stay 0: KATO NEYEANTELY 
ems s9ovo-, and that a fingle fhort fyllable may ftand, at the beginning 
of the verfe, appears from another line of the fame poem, Ajvas 
rawrivleasr oSeyzo1y and from fome of the authorities produced by Mr. 
Huntingford, in his Apology. The lait line of this Hymn does not 
feem corre<t, 

The fifth, fixth, and /cventh lines are taken from an anonymous 
infcription, in the third volume * of Brunck’s Analedta. Thele lines, 
however, 5. Marcle oe var covodirnce 6. 6 dazroe 7 sAOWNT AS. =o Ch Acs 
pélereila yuasmo, are not Anap. Param. but Dadylici, as the learned 
Editor has juftly remarked in his notes, where he has pointed out 
the different meafures of all the lines in this littke poem. In Mr. 
H.’s feventh inftance, how does it appear, that the gs in src is fhort? 

The eighth is from Matfters’s Ode, and was probably intended for a 
Dattylic.—But it is unneceflary to fay more, as modern Greek come 
pofitions cannot be confidered as authorities. 

The ninth is Epacuovidn Xapiaaé. This is only part of a verfe, 
and is imperfectly quoted by Hephettio, in his chapter, Ox the Anap. 
Metre, but is afterwards + given, at its full and legitimate length, 
with this Lthyphallic at the end of it 6 yoxz210s yerosory””? in the account 
of the Acuvagivias ft, to which clafs it indifputably belongs. It fhould 
not have be®n confounded with the Avap. Parem. nor, as it is a pe- 
‘culiar meafare of Archilochus, which the Greeks themfelves rarely 
appear to have imitated, thould it have been ufed thus abridged and 
difmembered, if it was introduced at all into into the Mouoftrophica. 
Though we can feareely think fuch an 4/partetus was intended by 
Mr. H. for not only the Lthyphallic § is wanting, but it is not one of 

. the meafures mentioned in the Preface. 


—_— 





* Page 316. + Page 48. This fe&ion of which the text is 
evidently corrupt in fome places, treats folely of the Afynarteti, nor 
is the Ver/us Para@miacus once mentioned in it. From another part 
of it alfo it appears, that we have given the right name to this verfe, 
which was compofed of an Auapeftic Penthemimer (not a Paraemiacus), 
with an lambus in prima fede, and an Ithyphallic. 

t Itis termed by Morell, in his Profody, Impurifimus Archilochius. 

§ That this Ithyphallic is neceflary, Hepheftio, in the cleareft 
terms, declares. 


Ray. May, 1785. Bb The 
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The tenth, and laft authority, eDn Modas wKus AxbrAtves is produced 
in the cyorc on the A/ynarteti, but not as an Anap. Paremiacus; 
and as it is not quoted as the production of any poet, but was formed 
by the Scholiaft himfelf, from an Homeric Hexameter, its authority 
is not great; but in the prefent cafe, from the place in which it is 
found, it rather weakens than ftrengthens Mr. H.’s argument. 

By this examination it appears, that the authorities produced by 
Mr. H. are not to be confidered as Anapeft. dim. catale, that our 
affertion, refpecting the falfe quantity in “Yaeesayn acatlos asOne, if it be 
called a Verfus Paramiacus, was not ill founded, and has not been 
confuted ; and that if Mr. H. intended to conftruét a verfe in imita- 
tion of the Archilochian A/ynartetus, his line is defe&tive and incom- 
plete ; yet we are ready to grant, that in its prefent form, it may be 
confidered as a Dattylic; and that, as /uch, it correfponds with fome 
of the inftances produced in the Apology. But we never can be in- 
duced to think an Iambus in the firft place of an Anap. Paremiacus, 
allowable, or to view it in any other light than as an unjuftifiable 
licence, and as a dangerous and improper innovation. 

Before we conclude this fubject, we muft refer the learned Reader 
to what Ariftides Quintil. p. 51, and 52, fays of the formation of the 
Acyxodsxa, and to what Hepheftio remarks on the fame fubje&t. Yet 
ftill fuch an irregular Anapeftic, beginning with an Iambic, has no 
right to a place among the verfes in Mr. H.’s Ode. 

V. rs. Mr. H. has corrected this verfe in which we objected to 
a final «, made fhort, before an inceptive c), of which liberty no ex- 
ample can be found. In Philodemus’s Epigram, cited by Burgefs, 
in Days, nbc before ciepysi is to be pronounced contra, as a Spor- 
deus, like Homer’s @ucex + Avyedqyv— on which Clark’s note may be 
confulted. 

But, for the prefent, we muft conclude. Inthe next number we 
hope to finith oar rep/y, for fuch it muft be called. For though we are 
well aware that it is not the province of a Reviewer to anfwer au- 
thors, yet when the foundnefs of our critical remarks is difputed, and 
when we meet with candid, liberal, and refpectable opponents, we 
fhould be deficient in juftice to ourfelves, and in our duty to the 
Public, if we did not defend our affertions, and repel argument by 
argument. But now—manum de tabula. B 
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Art. 1X. Medical Cafes, with occafional Remarks; to which is 
added, an Appendix, containing the Hiftory of a late extraordi- 
nary Cafe. By R. W. Stack of Bath, M. D. Member of the 
Royal College of Phyficians of London, 8vo. 2s. Bath printed, 
and fold by Johnfon in London. 1785. 


HESE Cafes, Dr. Stack informs the Reader, were taken 
from a Colleétion of Obfervations which were, many 
years ago, intended for publication. They are the moft re- 
markable, we imagine, which occur in his common-place 


book. The firft cafe is a hiftory of an extraordinary recovery | 


from a peripneumony by the ufe of Kermes mineral. The 
hiftory of the Kermes mineral is.delivered in the fecond chap- 


tcr, with fome reflections on the infrequency of its ufe in thefe. 


kingdoms ; 
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kingdoms ; and the third teaches us the method of preparing it,- 


with fome occafional remarks. This powder is no other than 
the famous Poudre des Chartreufe. It is undoubtedly a mild pre 
aration of antimony; and Dr. §. certainly deferves well of the 
Public for endeavouring to recommend it to more general notice 
than the Faculty, for the moft part, have beftowed upon it. 
The cafes which follow are fo very diffimilar in their natures, 
and often attended with fuch anomalous fymptoms, that it is 
impoffible to connect them, or to give an abridged account of 
them. We fhall, however, lay the general heads of them be- 
fore our Readers, and fhall recommend a particular perufal of 
them, in the Author’s own words.. 

Chapter the 4th. Contains fome account of an uncommon 


ailment, feeming to proceed from a redundancy of acidity in the 


ftomach. 

Chap. 5. Of an alarming inflammatory fever, occafioned by 
fuddenly ftopping an hemorrhage from the nofe. 

Chap. 6. Of a lipothymia, or fainting fit, occafioned by 
fome blood which, during fleep, had trickled back from the 
noftrils into the ftomach. 

Chap. 7. Some account of a fever, with unufual fymptoms 
excited by a worm in the ftomach. 

Chap. 8. A cure of a-remarkable diffolution of the blood, 

Chap. 9. The hiftory of an uncommon putrid difeafe. 

Chap. 10. The hiftory of an uncommon putrid difeafe, 

Chap. 11. Thouglits on the foregoing cafe. 

Chap. 12. The hiftory of a nervous atrophy, or confumption, 


occafioned by an affeRion of the mind, and unexpectedly cured’ 


by an extraordinary accident. 

Chap. 13. Reflections on the foregoing cafe. 

Chap. 14. Some account of a dropfical diforder, flowing from 
an unfufpected caufe. 

Chap. 15. Some account of an anomalous diforder occafioned 
by a Tenia, or Tape-worm. 

Chap. 16. Thoughts on the foregoing cafe, 

Chap. 17. An account of alarming fymptoms, occafioned by 
a worm during the procefs of inoculation. 

Chap. 18. A rare inftance of a retarded eruptive fever after 
inoculation. 

Chap, 19. An attempt to vindicate inoculation from fome 
Charges which have been made againtt it. 

Chap. 20. Some account of the efficacy of warm bathing in 
the fmall-pox. 

Chap. 21. Appendix. 


Though the Dr.’s occafional refleGtions do not feem to be. 


marked by any great depth of refearch, yet as the cafes appear 
to be faithfully related, they merit the attention of the practi- 


fing Phyfician, 
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Art. X. The Follies of a Day, or the Marriage of Figaro, 2 Comiedy, 
as performed at the Theatre Royal, Covent Garden, From the 
French of M. de Beaumarchais. By Thomas Holcroft, author 
of Duplicity, aComedy, &c. vo. 1s. 6d. Robinfon. 178s, 


EAUMARCHAIS, from whofe French this piece is taken, 
confidered as a dramatift, may rather be ftyled a compofer 
of pantomime, thana writer of comedy. Le Barbier de Seville 
itfelf, of which piece this is the fequel, is no more than Harle- 
quin’s purfuing of Colombine, to whom, being excluded by 
Pantaloon, he is for endeavouring to gain accefs, by various dif- 
guifes. This continuation, like moft other iequels, much in- 
ferior to the original work, is ftill more pantomimical. Long 
differtations, indeed, as wel! as fome flippant dialogue, are oc- 
cafionally introduced; but the main incidents, on which the 
piece depends, are occafioned, not by the various humours of the 
perfonages of the drama, but by the mechanical aid of chairs, 
windows, clofets, and pavilions; and terminate at lait by a con- 
fulion, almoft too intricate for the fpectator to comprehend, or 
the reader to unravel, | 

The characters originally exhibited in the Barber of Seville 
(bitter known here by the name of the Spani/h Barber) are but 
poorly fuftained in this continuation. The #raits of Figaro are 
effentially, but not advantageoufly, changed ; Rofina> and 
Almaviva wretchedly debafed; and Bafil and Bartholo rendered 
infignificant and contemptible, The circumftances of the fup- 
poled contrat between Figaro and Marcelina create little plea- 
fantry, and no degree of intereft; and, in this country, lofe 
even their primitive merit, if they have any, by not according 
with the national cuftoms and manners, 

Under all thefe circumftances, however, we are told, and no 
doubt truly, that the original work had wonderful fuccefs in 
France, which has alfo attended the humble imitation in 
England. In an Advertifement prefixed to this Comedy, the 
Author fpeaks of it in thefe terms: 

« Readers are divided into two clafles; the one will allow an Au- 
thor much more than he merits, and the other much lefs; but the 
principal excellencies of The Follies of a Day are fo known to be an- 
other’s Right, that for me to claim them would be ridiculous. 
Some, however, have affirmed that it is a mere Tranflation, who 
have never feen, read, or heard the Original ; if they had, indeed, 
they would have been ftill more culpable. Few will trouble them- 
felves to examine the precife extent of my claims; nor, if they did, 
would they have an opportunity till M. de Beaumarchais hall think 
proper to publish La Forze Journe’e. The Public in general 
are fo willing to overlook defects, and applaud wherever they can, 
that to complain of, or be angry at the few who feek for, and with 
to find, errors only, can proceed alone from that felf-love which 18 
fo inherent and irritable in all bofoms, and fo difficult to fubdue. — 

‘ To enumerate all the obftacles encountered and overcome in 
bringing this Comedy on the Englith ftage, would be to indulge this 
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vanity 3 which it is every wife man’s pride, and every prudent man’s 
intereft to refift. It may, however, afford fome pleafure to be in- 
formed, that, finding it impofiible to procure a copy of the original 
French, though a journey to Paris was undertaken exprefsly for that 
purpofe, the copy made ufe of in the compofing the Follies of a Day, 
was taken by memory only, during eight or nine reprefentations ; 
that I furnifhed the plot, incidents, entrances, and exits, and gave 
fome other occafional hints; that the remainder was the work of a 
young Frenchman, whofe talents, and whofe heart are an orna- 
ment and an honour to his country; and that, after it was brought 
to England, and received by Mr. Harris, it was tranflated, cait, 
copied, recopied, ftudied, and, in one of its longelt Parts, re-ftudied, 


and played in little more than a month.’ 
Much may be faid to preclude cenfure of the French work, 


the noces de Figaro of Beaumarchais, who‘e merits are confefledly 
temporary and local; befide that it has not yet been avowedly 
publifhed; though there are certainly in exiftence furreptitious 
editions in French, as well as ftolen tranflations in Englith. 
Much alfo may be urged in mitigation of the defeets of an imi- 
tation fo haftily produced, but not fairly liable toa farcaflic ap- 
plication of the Proverb, far-fetched, and gocd for nothing. Im- 
portations are a natural confequence of the commerce otf literae 
ture; though a virtuous CRITICAL admini/fraticn will not ene 
courage fmuggling. We are not inclined to cenfure Mr, Hol- 
croft’s ‘fourney to Paris for the expres purpofe of procuring a 
copy of a French farce, though we cannot compare it to the 
voyage of Terence, to Greece, in fearch of the comedies of Me 


nander, Cc e 


Art. XI. The Antiquities of England and Wales, By Francis Grofe, 
Efq. Vol. III. Containing 21 Numbers, in which are 77 Copper 
Plates. Price in Boards 11.138. Hooper. 1785. 

N our Review for OGober 1784, we gave our Readers an 

account of the firft and fecond Volumes of the new edi- 
tion of this very beautiful and learned collection of the Hiftory 
and Antiquities of England, &c. We fhill naw take the 
liberty of laying the third Volume before them. Ani here we 
muft, in the firft inftance, acknowledge the perfevering fpirit 
and attention of Mr. Grofe, in prefenting to the Puolic his 
third Volume with fuch confiderable improvements, 

As itever has been our ftudy, toexhibit a faithful erztigue on 
all publications which come under our view, without influence, 
or refpect to any party, we fhall continue with the fame impar- 
tiality, to do juftice to the work before us, in its progreffion ; 
cenfuring where cenfure is due, and applauding where merit de- 
mands its juft tribute. 

A very elegant picturefque drawing of the infide of the New 
Temple Church, ftands as the frontifpiece to this volume, which 
is a new plate, not to be found in the 4to edition; and in its 
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proper place is given a concife and curious account of the firft 
origin of the order of knights, and of the erection of this build- 
Ing, in the reign of Henry II. anno 1185, by Heraclius, pa- 
triarch of the church of the Holy Refurreétion in Jerufalem; 
who Called it the New Temple, ‘“s way of diftinGion from 
another principal houfe of this order, fituated in Holbourn, and 
denominated The Temple. 

Several other new plates and defcriptions are alfo given in 
this volume, viz. Queenborough Caftle in the Ifle of Shepey; 
the Temple of the Manfion of the Knights Templars at Stroud, 
(both in the county of Kent); the White Tower, or the 
Tower of London, and Ragland Caftle in the county of Mon- 
mouth, &c. the drawings of which are in a good tafte, and 
well engraved. 

Many additions are made to the defcriptions colle&ed from 
private memoirs, from the poffeffors, and from public accounts 

at the time, a to Weft Maling Abbey, Salt-wood Caftle, 
Halling Houte, . with a curious letter from a Gentleman in 
the ru 3 roman a of Kit’s Coity Houfe, on the fpecies of ftone 
ufed in thofe monuments : thefe aré all in the county of Kent, 
We have likewife a particular account of the caftle of Clithero in 
Lancafhire. 

Under the defcription of Tintern Abbey, Monmouthhhire, 
is added an antient obituary from William of Worcefter, of the 
founders of this monaftery, and their kindred ; with a meafure- 
ment of the whole of this very extenfive and magnificent builde 
ing. . Alfo the alterations at Ely-houfe in London, down to the 
prefent day. A topographicai account is added with refpe& to 
Chepftow caftie, Monmouthfhire. Additional accounts are 
fikewife inferted of Boughton church, Northamptonfhire. 

We have farther particulars from the Rolls of Parliament, and 
antient MSS. of the regulations in Bamborough caftle, Nor- 
thumberland, with an account of the fiege of that place by the 
Yorkifts, under the command of the Earl of Arundel, &c. 

More hiftory is added to Holy Ifland Caftle, Northumberland ; 
with an account of it in the Civil Wars temp. Ch, I. A 

paflage in the Northumberland MSS. cited -in Bamborough 
cife, is added to the curious account of the Monk’s Stone, 
near Tinmouth, Northumberland. An_hiftorical Memoir, 
printed anno 16445 is added, fhewing the ftrength of Morpeth 
caftle, Northumberland, in the unfortunate reign of Ch. I. 

Relative to the government of Warkworth caftle, Northum- 
berland, during the civil wars, a larger account is given. 

Thefe addenda to the defcriptions are, in our opinion, judi- 
cioufly chofen, and fhew the great judgment and induftry of 
our Author; for by blending the memoirs of the time, with the 
hiftory of the place, the fubje& is then full, curious and itis 
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able, and becomes very interefting and important to the gene a! 
hiftory of this country. 

We here take leave of the third Volume of this elegant edition 
of Mr. Grofe’s Antiquities, to which we give our hearty appro- 
bation, as the work appears to have received confiderable improve- 
ments, in refpect both of the neatnefs of the letter-prefs, and the 
execution of the plates; fome of which, on examination, we per- 
ceive to have been newly engraved. — We hope the enfuing vo- 
Jumes will afford us equal fatisfaction, and give us future oppor- 
tunities of pointing out the improvements in a work which has 
already, by its merit, been introduced into the libraries of the 
curious, the intelligent, and, in general, all who are defirous 
of giving encouragement to the productions of tafte, and parti- 
cularly of that pleafing kind of learning which Mr, Grofe hath 


fo fuccefsfully cultivated. HH. = 


MONTHLY CATALOGUE, 
For M A Y,_ 178s. 


IRELAND. 
Art. 12. Impartial Reflections upon the Queftion for’ Equa- 


lizing the Duties upon the Trade between Great Britain and Ireland, 
By the Right Honourable Lord Mountmorres. 8vo. 2s. 
Almon. 1785. 


ORD Mountmorres argues ftrenuoufly in behalf of the com- 

munity of commercial privileges between the two countries ; 
and, after giving a comparative table of the importation duties in 
England and in Ireland, obferves that Britain imitates ‘ the con- 
duct of thofe churlifh petty defpots, in private life, who preferve a 
polite courteous demeanor to ftrangers, but referve their moments of 
ill temper and caprice for their families and deareft conneétions. 

* While men {peak of {pontaneous non-importation agreements in 
freland, let them remember that here is a perpetual non-import- 
ation agreement againft Ireland, with all the form and warrantry 
of law—look for the word penalty—or the word Ireland in the 
index—it is a matter of indifference which—for you will fcarcely 
ever find one without the other. Thus you may trace Ireland 
through the code, as you do a wounded man in a crowd by his 
blood. 

‘ While this is the ftate of the commercial intercourfe between the 
two countries, it is to be remembered that no prohibitions exift 
in her trade with other countries; and that by the free trade 
Ireland has lately obtained, her commerce has no other reftraints 
than what are prefcribed by the waves and by the winds. 

‘ If the Irifh counteract this fyftem of prohibition, either by fimilar 
duties which they call protecting deties; or by volantary general 
non-importation agreements, our commercial intercourfe will ceafe ; 
the intercourfe with other nations is ftill open to her: the ftrange 
bigotry which prevails in that country, and the unhappy fpirit of 
intolerance, has driven numbers of her inhabitants to feek an 


afylum in foreign countries. Neceflity has begot induftry: fome 
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of the firft commercial houfes at Oftend, at Bourdeaux,-at Cadiz, 
have IJrifh names in their firms. With thofe they may form a be- 
neficial trade. Mercantile connections lead to political; and po- 
litical conneétions, to alienation from this country. 

* In this fituation, the prefent minifter has adopted the juft fyftem 
of equalizing the duties upon the trade of thefe iflands, to blend 
their commercial interefts, and forfify their union by the ties of 
mutual advantage and reciprocity ; a fyftem which will be rhavarted 
by party divifions; the turbulency of difappointed ambition, and 
the natural diitruft and jealoufy of trade; a fyftem embarraffed by 
various and jarring interefts, which, however, it isto be hoped will 
fooner or later take place, as it is founded upon equity and juttice, 

‘But if it fhould mifcarry through a jealoufy of the commu- 
nication of thefe privileges; if the chimera of being underfold by 
the unfkilled in arts; and as yet unconverfant in manufactures, by 
thofe who want capitals and enterprize, and are unacquainted with 
the my/fleries of trade: if through thefe confiderations, this {cheme 
Should fail, it does not require much fagacity to foretel, that the 
¢ontinuance of thefe prohibitions will operate as the prohibition of 
the Irifh live cattle, when the importation of them was declared a 
nuifance in the days of the Second Charles, which drove them into 
the beef trade, and ferve principally to enrich one, inftead of en- 
riching both countries 

‘It has been juftly obferved, that if Ireland is admitted to a par- 
ticipation of trade and commerce, fhe ought to contribute her jut 
quota and adequate proportion to the fupport and defence of the 
Britith Empire. A pofition the juftice of which cannot be denied; 
but the author of thefe conliderations never having had the honour 
of fitting in the l!oufe of Commons of either kingdom, would 
wifh to avoid entering into a quefticn of finance; what that quota 
of contribution fhail be, or what arrangements thal! take place, 
muft be !eft to thofe whofe fituations qualify them to form a judg- 
ment, from her revenues, and fifcal ability.’ 

In the difcuffion of this interefting fubjeé, it could not be ex- 
pected that lord M. would overlook another noble author who had 

receded him in the tak; and the publication alluded to is thus 
introduced ; 

‘ Of the writers who have appeared upon this fubje&t, one node 
Lerd (Lord Sheffield) deferves par icular attention. Candor and 
truth muft pay a due t ibute to the materials which he has fo la- 
borioufly and induftrioufly colle&ed. Sorry at the fame time to 
exprefs a doubt, that his pamphlet about America, has introduced 
meafures which are moft unfatisfactory to the people of that country, 
and which prevent a difpofition to returning regard and recon- 
ciliation. 

‘'The noble Lord expreffes the greateft veneration for the aft of 
navigation as» confiued to this country, and which he would net 
have extended to Ireland. 

‘IT agree with him in the regard for that Palladium of the wealth 
and commerce of England as it origizally flood, not fuch as it now 
appears upon the code, but as it was originally framed. 

* An idea has been thrown out in an able pamphlet, that the firf 
act, the act of the izth of Charles the fecond, emphatically = 
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the act of navigation, extended its privileges to Ireland; but it 
muft be remembered, that three fourths of the mariners on board 
muft be Englith, according to that att of parliament, and the att 
-of the 14th of Charles Il. c. 11. and other fubfequent aéts, lay 
"many more prohibitions upon trade with regard to Ireland. 

‘ The act, however, which IJ allude to, is the act of navigation, 
which was brought forward in the days of Oliver Cromwell. This 
aét extends to Jreland by name, ‘* and to all the fubjects of the 
commonwealth.” This is indeed an act of navigation, the de- 
finition of which fhould juftly be an aé to confine the colonial 
trade of the empire to its fubje&ts ; but the explanations introdueed 
after the reftoration are laws of monopoly, prejudice, and ex- 
clufion,’ 

Though lord M. patronizes the plan of equalization, the follow- 
ing paflage will fhew, that his fentiments do not {pring from any 
partiality in favour of the prefent promoters of it; for his Lord- 
fhip declares, 

‘ The manner in which the fcheme has originated in the Irith 
parliament, and the reception it met with, the minifterial mode of 
bringing it forward, and the mana@wvres that have taken place, are 
matters infinitely above the comprehention of the author of thefe 
reficctions, 

‘ ‘Too humble to be flattered by their confidence—too much pere 
fecuted in this country to be honoured by their regard —it would be 
equally wrong, and equally prefumptuous in him to juftify, or to 

raife, the minifterial arrangements upon this occafion. 

‘ The efience and fubftance of the equalizing {cheme is to be re- 
garded, not the form and ceremonial of its introduction; but if 


‘' at fhould be deemed inadmifijble in its prefent ate—if mutual re- 


tractions and conceflions are neceflary,—if every man agrees that 
fomething fhould be done to promote commercial intercourfe bee 
tween the two countries—though they differ in the form—if jarring 
interefts, or factious mifreprefentions, render the prefent propofitions 
impratticable—the early annals cf the Irith Parliament point out a 
method, by which fubjects of as great import as the prefent have 
been carried through, namely, that of appointing Commiflioners 
from the Lords and Commons of ireland to confer with an equal 
number here-—befide the prefent advantage, future periods might 
reap the benefit of a fyftem of conciliation, the form of which might 
be repeated and obferved, when the fame dithculues arofe, and 

when mutual! conceffions were neceflary.’ 
There is fcarcely a political regulation takes place, that does 
not flatly contradict in the refult, the mof confident predictions of 
eneral ruin, that private apprehenfions fo readily fuggeit. We 
will not undertake to impeach the validity of the refolutigns framed 
by the chamber of manyfatures; but furely there is fufficent 
motive for hefitation and cautién at leaft, in reflecting, that when 
numbers under an alarm draw together to collect their ftrength, they 
are very liable to incapacitate each other from comprehending what 
may be clearly perceived by a few cool difpaffionate heads. Cam- 
mercial ideas have fometimes been deemed too narrow and partial 
fox national politics; but without deciding on this point, we have 
guly 
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only to with that the pudlic good may be the governing confideration 
in the fettlement of this momentous concern. 

We are forry to remark the incorrectnefs that offends the eye 
through almoft every page of this pamphlet. 


Art. 13. Report of the Lords of the Committee of Council, appointed : 


for the Confideration of all Matters relating to Trade and foreign 
. Plantations, upon the two Queftions referred to them by his Ma- 
jefty’s Order in Council of the 14th of January laft, wiz. I. Upon 
the Propriety of reducing the Duties payable in Great Britain on 
the Importation of Goods, the Growth and Manifacture of Ire- 
land, to the fame Rate as the Duties payable in Ireland, on the 
Importation of the like Goods, the Growth and Manufaéture of 
Great Britain. If. What References * are now given to the Im- 
portation of any Article, the Growth, Produce, or Manufadture 
- of Ireland, by any Duty or Prohibition, on the Importation, Ufe, 
- or Sale of the like Article from foreign Parts ; and how far it may 
be the Intereit of Great Britain, in future, to continue or alter the 
fame. vo, 2s. Almon. | 
. Thofe who with to colle data on which to form a mature opi- 
nion concerning the tendency of the propofed commercial regula- 
tions between Great Britain and Ireland, cannot do better than to 
confult the examination of the refpetive Britifh manufaéturers before 
the committee of the Privy Council ; as from the detached informa- 
tions and remarks of individual men, unconneéted with each other, 
but {peaking from their own private knowledge and feelings, we 
have not to apprehend that extravagant degree of colouring that dif- 
tinguifhes al] the pamphlets drawn up, and all the harangues ut- 


tered, on each fide of the queftion. N. 


Art. 14. A Reply to the Treafury Pamphlet, intitled, ** The 
ropofed Syftem of Trade with Ireland explained +.” S8vo. 23, 
- Debrett. , 

This appears to be a fenfible acute performance, and fo did the 
tract to which it applies; yet, al] that the one calls white, the other 
aflirms to be black! what then are we to think in the refult, 
and what value is to be put on our judgment, in this and other 
cafes of a like nature? All that we can plead is, that as the princi- 

al ftrength of both parties confifts in the plaufibility of their fpecu- 
lative reafonings, to which they have the addrefs to bend the /ame 
fats, and encounter each other with oppofite prefumptions ; we are 
involved in all the mazes of contradictory hypothefes. If we enter 
the chamber of manufactures for information, we give ourfelves up 
wholly to the fide of grievarfées and apprehenfions, and can {carcely 
deem men, however well informed, under the immediate impreffion 
and infection of fudden terror, to be fafe counfellors.’ There feems 
to be no remedy, but a little more patience, and cool obfervation. 
Art. 15. An Anfwer to the Reply to the fuppofed Treafury 

Pamphlet. 8vo. 2s. Stockdale. 

In this Anfwer the Reply is attributed to Mr. B. who is treated 
very cavalierly for [imputed] ignorance, inconfiftency, and mifre- 
prefentation. If all this is true, and the evidences are mow very 
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* Q. Preferences? + See Rev. March, p. 226. 
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{pecious on this fide of the queftion, the writer of the Reply muft at 
leaft-be allowed the merit of ingenuity, for writing fo well as he has 
done under fuch circumftances, This alfo is an able compofition, 
but we cannot enter into a fubjeé& of altercation in which fo much 





|, | “ intricate matter is involved, and fo little prefent decifion to be ex- 
| pected. ‘To the wifdom of the national councils it mutt be left. 
East InDIES. N. 


Art. 16. An authentic Narrative of the Treatment of the Enzlifh 
avho were taken Prifoners on the ReduGion of Bednore, by Tippo 
Saib; from the 28th of April 1783, to the 25th of April 1784; 
near twelve Months Confinement, under a continued Series of 
unrelenting Acts of Cruelty: Alfo an Account of thofe who pe- 
rifhed during that Period. By Captain Henry Oakes, Adjutant- 
General to the Army under General Matthews, on that Expe- 
ditiqn, a Fellow-Sufferer and Spectator of the horrid Scenes which 
he defcribes. With an Appenpix, by Lieutenant John Charles 
Sheen, of the Seapoys, on the fame Service. 8vo. zs. Kearfley. 
1785. 

Art. i Additions to Captain Oakes’s Narrative of the Re- 

duction of Bednore. 8vo. 6d. Kearfley. 
The inftances here given of inhumanity to prifoners of war, are 
horrid, perhaps, beyond example; but as the Editor’s prefatory 
advertifement to this publication obferves, Captain Oakes’s Nar- 





rative leaves us in the dark, as to the Nabob’s motives for fuch 

unmanly and unfoldier-like behaviour. Some provocation, no 

doubt, had been given by the Britifh army; and, accordingly, we 
find, by Lieutenant Sheen’s Narrative, fubjoined to that of Captain 

Oakes, that the conduct of Tippoo Saib was founded on principles 

V of retaliation; and candour muft acknowledge, that the unjnfti- 
fable behaviour of the Company’s army goes a confiderable wa 
in juftification of that of the enemy.—The additions, publithed fe- 
parately, contain a lift of the troops, officers and privates, who 
fell into the hands of the Indian tyrant, and who furvived the 
hardfhips and cruelties inflicted on them. 

The whole is reprinted together in a fecond edition, price half 
a crown. 

Art. 18. Report from the Sele Committee, appointed to examine 
the Reports of the Directors of the Eaft India Company, June 22, 
1784. $8vo. 1s. 6d. Wilkie. 

Befide many pointed remarks, tending to fhew that the circum- 
ftances of the Company do not warrant the expectations held out in 
the reports of the directors; there is one in particular of a cautionary 
nature, which applies to all fuch kind of itatements in general. 

‘ It is not immaterial to obferve, that in eftimates of receipts 

, and expenditures, of fo great an extent, fubjected to fuch a variety of 
* | ** contingencies, it rarely happens that the receipts do not fall fhort of 
the expectation, and that the expences do not exceed it; and this 
has been peculiarly confirmed by repeated and recent experience 
in the management of the Company’s affairs.’ 

Under what aufpices this Report is printed, we do,prefume to 

fuggeft, but we cannot avoid remarking, that eontinual reference 
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is made to annexed papers in an Appendix, to the amount of fifty. 

feven; and lo! there is no Appendix to be found! 

Trabde& and COMMERCE, &e. N. 

Art. 19. Thoughts on the Slavery of the Negroes. 8vo. 15, 

Phillips. 1784. 

The benevolent writer pathetically laments the fubje@ion of the 
moit unfortunate race of men, to the tyranny of the moft unfeeling ; 
and he attempts to awaken, in the breafts of his countrymen, fuch 
fentiments of pity as become the fenfe they boaft, and the profeftion 
they make, of fuperior acquirements, the influences of religion, &c. 
He not only appeals to their feelings, but to the common law of 
juftice ; and urges his arguments with judgment and'perfpicuity : for 
this is not a mere rhetorical declamation, but acool, rational, and 
difpaffionate addrefs to the underftanding, founded on the diétates of 
fober reafon, and illuftrated by obfervations, deduced from fact, and 
confirmed by experience. 

Every exertion of this kind demands refpe&t; and he who fteps 
forward as an advocate for the unhappy, enflaved Africans, is fo far 
the difciple of that great Friend of mankind, whofe delightful office 
it was, to preach deliverance to the captives. Jali 

«> We have feen a /econd edition of the above tract, price 4d. in 
which the Author replies to fome Remarks on thefe Thoughts, by an 
anonymous writer, who had miftakenly, afcribed them to the Rev. 
Mr. Ramfay; of whofe valuable Effay on the treatment and converficn 
of African flaves, we gave an account in our Review for June, 4784. 

POLITICAL. 

Art. 20. A Key to the Parliamentary Debates; being an humble 
Attempt to render them intelligible. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Debrett. 
This key is forged by a humourous lock{mith with an intention to 

fhoot every bolt the contrary way. 

The writer however by the freedom he takes with certain right 
honourable perfonages, does not appear to entertain very high ideas 
of parliamentary wifdom at prefent, whatever he might have done 
fome little time ago; he is a fly clever fellow, and does not laugh 
without a meaning. 

Art. 21. Plans for reducing the Extraordinary Expences of the Nation, 
and gradually paying off the National Debt: to which is added, 


_. a Propofal for a general Regifter in London or Weftmintfter, of 


Births, Marriages, Burials, Powers of Attorney, Seamen and 
Soldiers Wills: alfo of feveral Articles for Taxation, which will 
very little affect Trade, raife Sums for the Service of Govern- 
ment, and be no Burthen to the Poor: with a Plan to prevent 
the pernicious Praftice of Smuggling. By George Box, of 
“Abingdon Street, Weftminfter. Svo. 18. Sold by the Author. 
The author teems with fchemes to eafe the public from their in- 
cumbrances, but thefe fchemes, at the fame time, include new ob- 
jects of taxation ; fo that whatever may be our future eafe, he adds 
4o our prefent burdens: and though his objets of taxation may not 
affe&t the poor in the firft inftance, yet he muft know that the burden 
of atax does not ultimately reft with the perfon who adtually pays 
the money, for that perfon ever fecks, and feldom fails, to —— 
nify 
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nify himfelf from the public purfe; fo thata tax on one article is foon 

equalized among others. As to the neglect fhewn to his plans by 

minifters, alas! there are many to join him in the fame mortifying 

complaint, for great as minifterial labours may be, they are ‘‘ encum- 

bered with help.” aN 

Art. 22. Eironiclaftes, or a Cloud of Facts againft a Gleam of Com- 
ort. Svo. 2s. Shepperton, &c. 

The Gleam of Comfort * is an ironical compofition, containing a 
bitter invective againit the prefent Minifiry, by teaching us to expect 
nothing fhort of abfolute ruin at their hands; and that our only com- 
fort isto be looked for from the coalition party. The Cloud of Fa&s 
is the direct inverfe of this argument, in a fimilar ftrain of inveétive, 
and both of them are too virulent to be approved in an interval of 
calm reflection; but when work of this nature is undertaken, it is 
feldom done by halves. . 
Art. 23. Thoughts on the Verits of the Weftminfler Scrutiny,“ and 

the probable Caufes ofits Inftitution. 8vo. 15. 6d. Debrett. 

This farcical ferutiny was a bufinefs that certainly afforded ample 
fcope to any oppofition-writer who chofe to improve it againit the 
sowers under which it was conducted ; and it may be added, that 
there is feldom a total deficiency of fuch curious events to exercife the 
ingenuity of thofe who with to hang up a miniftry, as a parcel of 
{carecrows, to public contempt. The writer on the prefent occafion 
has made all the advantage he could of his fubje&t, in a decently 
written pamphlet, and has fuggetied the fecret fprings by which the 
{crutiny was conducted, as well as the abfurdities to which it led. 
Art. 24. Thoughts on the Freedom of Election. By Jotn Burnby, 

Author of an Hiftorical Defcription of Canterbury Cathedral ; and 

an Addrefs to the Public on the Increafe of their Poor Rates. &vo. 

6d. Rochefter printed, and fold by Wi!kie in London. 

It is to be lamented, and fametimes, perhaps, by the Parties them- 
felves, that men cannot think without printing their thoughts. 
Mr. B. has printed, but communicates nothing beyond fuch common 
rambling ideas as rofe uppermof by being the lighteft; and which 
generally purge off infeniibly from clear heads without fo much 


trouble and expence. 
Law. N. 


Art. 25. The Law of Simony: Containing all the Statutes, Cafes 
at large, Arguments, Refolutions, and Judgments concerning it, 
under the following Heads: Chap. I. Definition, and Oath of 
Simony, and by what Authority this Oath is adminiftered. 
Chap. II. Of Simony, by the Canon and Common Law; the 
Stat. of 31ft Eliz. c. 6. concerning it; and the erroneous Opinions 
of Lord Holt, and feveral other Judges, in faying that the Word 
Simony is not inthat A&. Chap. Ilf. Commentaries and Deter- 
minations upon that A&, from Lord Coke, and other Reporters. 
Chap. IV. Cafes adjudged at Law and in Equity, refpecting gene- 
ral and /pecial Bonds of Refignation. Chap. V. Adjudications re- | 
lative to the Legality of purchafing the zext Prefentation to a Bene- 
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fice. Chap. VI. Of the Difabilities, Forfeitures, and Punifh- 


ments incurred for Simony, by the Incumbent, Patron, and Or- 

dinary. Chap. VII. In what Cafes, and at what ‘Times, Ad. 

vantage may be taken of fuch Forfeitures and Difabilities, 

Chap. VIJI. Of the King’s Right; we» he may prefent; andthe 

Effet of his pardoning Simony. Chap. IX. Of the Pleadings 

in Aétions of Quare impedit, Sc. upon the A& 31 Eliz. c. 6. 

Chap. X. What Power the Ecclefiaftical Court has in Simony. 

Chap. XI. Of the Power of the Ordinary to accept or refufe the 

Refignation of a Benefice. Chap. XII. The Cafes at large in the 

great Caufe determined in the Houfe of Peers, in May 1783, be- 

tween the Right Reverend Robert Lord Bifhop of London and 

Lewis Difney Ffytche, Efq. on a Writ of Error from the Court 

of King’s Bench, with the Arguments of the Judges, namely, 

Mr. Juitice Heath, Buller, Nares, Willes, and Gould, and of 

the Lord Chief Baron Skynner, Mr. Baron Perryn, and Mr. Baron 

Eyre, in Support of their refpective Anfwers to the Twelve Quef- 

tions propofed to them by the Lords, on the Motions of Lord 

Thurlow and the Earl of Mansfield ; and alfo, the Speeches ef the 

Bifhops of Salifbury, Bangor, Llandaff, and Gloucefter, of Lord 

Thurlow, the Earl of Mansfield, and the Duke of Richmond; 

with the Judgment of the Houfe of Peers, as it is entered in their 

Journal. The Whole collected, digefted, and publifhed by T. 

Cunningham, Efq. Barrifter at Law, and Fellow of the Society of 

Antiquaries, London. 8vo. 3s.6d. Robinfon. 1784. 

This treatife is digefted with great care and method, and is render- 
ed extremely valuable by the ample detail which Mr. Cunningham 
has given of the Proceedings on the celebrated caufe between the 
Bifhop of London and Mr. Difney Ffytche, refpe&ting bonds of re- 
fignation. The arguments of the judges, and thofe of the bifhops 
and peers who {poke in the Debate, are given at confiderable length. 
The great learning and ability difplayed on that occafion afford 


an admirable illuftration and comment on the general doétrine of ° 


fimoniaca] contracts. 

Art. 26. Thaughts on Executive Fuftice, with refpe& to our Cri- 
minal Laws, particularly on the Circuits, Gc. 12mo. 2s. 6d. 

. Dodfley. 1785. 

That the lenity with which our criminal Jaw is adminiftered tends 
to encourage the commiffion of crimes, and that the falutary force of 
example is leffened, if not wholly deftroyed, by the numbers of felons 
that are pardoned, compared with thofe that fuffer the penalty of the 
law, has long been the opinion of perfons whom there is no reafon to 
fuppofe of afanguinary difpofition. The Author of the little volume 
now before us calculates, that from the numerous reprieves granted 
to convicts, the chances of Life are at leaft three to one in favour of 
the guilty ; and when to this is added the difficulty of producing 
legal proof, the reluctance of perfons to profecute, and of juries to 
convict offenders, the confequences are truly what he reprefents them 
to be; namely, that a felon who comes at laft to be hanged thinks 
he has had fingularly bad luck, and is more apt to accufe his evil 


ftars than his evil courfes of life. This is well illuftrated by an 


anecdote which he gives from a barrifter of eminence, * Some years 
ago, 
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ago, when he went the Norfolk circuit, he accidentally had occafion 
to fee a fellow who had been capitally convicted, and, having re- 
ceived fentence of death, was remanded to prifon. It feems he had 
been an old offender, and before had fome hair-breadth {capes for 
his life. My friend expoftulated with him, and atked him how he 
could venture again on his old practices, after fo many efcapes? 
“Ah, Sir,” faid the felon, ‘‘ that’s the very thing—there are fo 
«* many chances for us, and fo few againf us, that I never thought 
‘* of coming to this.—Firft,” faid he, ‘‘ there are many chances 
‘« againft heing difcovered—fo many more that we are not taken— 
‘«« and if taken, not convicted—and if convicted, not hanged—that 
«I thought myfelf very fafe, with at leaft twenty to one in my 
“* favour.” 

Thefe shoughts are properly addreffed to the judges of affize, 
whofe conduét in the execution of their important offices is here prin- 
cipally confidered. Wecan by no means, however, give into the 
fentiments of the writer in charging them with being either capri- 
cious or inadvertent in this part of their duty. They certainly 
have the beft means of information both as to the characters of of- 
fenders and the neceflity of examples. ‘The principal gentry of the 
counties through which they pafs do or ought to communicate with 
them on this fubject; and if there be occafion fora reform in the 
difpenfation of criminal juftice, the memorial or remonitrance of a 
grand jury would have more weight with a judge, than the fentiments 
ofan anonymous advifer. Before the judges confent to mark their 
progrefs through the country with blood, they will naturally con- 
fider whether it is likely to be attended with the defired effect, and 
whether this feverity would not produce the oppofite extreme of 
lenity and compaflion in the perfons who ought to profecute offend- 
ers, which may prove {till more fatal to the interelts of the commu- » 
nity. There are certainly great difficulties on this fubject on both 
fides of the quettion. 

Art. 27. Appendix to § Thoughts on Executive ju/lice,’ Se. occa- 
fioned by a Charge given to the Grand Jury for the County of 
Surrey, at the lait Affizes, 1785. By Baron Perryn, &c. ' 12mo. 
1s. 6d. Dodiley. 

Mr. Baron Perryn, it feems, in the charge alluded to, took occafion 
to notice the fentiments of this writer, contained in his * Thoughts om 
Executive Fuffice,’ obferving, that to execute the criminal law to the 
extent and rigour there recommended, would be making our laws 
like the laws of Draco, which, from their feverity, were faid to be 
written in blood. ‘To repel the imputation which the Author appree . 
hends to be unfairly caft upon his book, is the object of this Appen- 
dix, as well as to remark upon fome other paflages in the learned 
judge’s charge to the grand jury. This is done, upon the whole, 
with decency and candour. ‘The general feelings of mankind will 
be on the fide of the judge; the ftri€t conclufions of mathematical 
reafoning, and perhaps the neceflity of the times, on the fide of the 
Writer, ey 
Art. 28. Difcuffions of the Law of Libels as at prefent received, &c. 

8vo. 2s. Cadell. 1785. 

The authority of Lord Coke is generally referred to, as the chief 
fupport, if not the whole foundatiea, of the law of libels, as itis re- 
2 ceived 
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ceived at the prefent day. In order to conteft the doftrines of {% 
great a lawyer with better effect, and to clear the way for argument, 
the Author of thefe difcuflions lays down fome judicious pofitions and 
limitations refpecting the force of precedents and authorities, which 
he allows to be prefumptive evidence of law; but not when oppofed 
by, or inconfiftent with, general principles, ie then proceeds to in- 
veftigate the nature and conftitution of the offence called a libel, in 
relation to its tendency toa breach of the peace, and the truth or 
falfehood of the affertions it contains. His remarks are principally 
confined to !ibels on private perfons. He intimates, however, his 
intention of purfuing the fubject in a future publication, and con- 
fidering the judicial cognizance of the offence, and the confufion it 
has introduced between the provinces of the court and jury. As far 
as he has gone, he is ingenious and argumentative. His diétion is 
{prightly and animated, though from a defire of adding embellifh- 
ment toa fubject not fufceptible of ornament, and of giving an air of 
novelty to an almolt exhaufted argument, he is led into too great a 
degree of refinement. His manner of writing is likewile extremely 
diffufive, to which the form he has chofen to adopt, that of dialogue, 
may have in fome meafure contributed. We fee no reafon why the 
whole fubjeé& might not have been comprefied into one pamphlet, in« 
ftead of being diffociated as it ftands at prefent from the ftriking and 
important relation it bears, in the public eye, to the rights of juriesSJ* ' 
Art. 29. An Enquiry into the Extent of the Power of Furies, Se. 
Svo. is. 6d. Debrett. 1785. 

Some literary or political cook, prefuming on the keennefs of the 
public appetite, on the fubje@t of libels, has thought proper to make 
a hath of two former writers, whom he has ferved up in one dih. 
The publication before us confifts partly of an extraét from a very 
elaborate work publifhed in the year 1776, intitled, Additional 
Papers concerning the Province of Quebec; and partly of a pamphlet 
that appeared many years ago on the queftion, Whether juries are 
orare not judges of law as well as of tact in cafes of libel. We do 
not confider it as a very fair or honourable pradtice to republith pieces 
of thiskind, unlefs by the confent of the Authors themfelves, or un- 
lefs the public isin danger of fuffering through a dearth of ufeful in- 
formation, which we venture to pronounce has not been the cafe re 
{pecting the law of libels. : 
Art. 30. 4 Free Inquiry into the enormous Increafe of Attornies, Fé. 

fe. 8vo. 1s. Debrete. .78¢. 

This gentleman is very angry, indeed! at the knavifh condua, as 
well as at the increafing number of the pratctifers of the law. He 

ropofes, in order to leflen the latter of thefe evils, to limit the num- 
bas of attornies to twelve in each county throughout England ; and as 
a {pecific for the other evil of groundlefs litigation, that every counfel 
fhould be compelled to teftify upon oath, before he be permitted to 

Jead in any caufe, his unequivocal belief, not only of the legal, but 
of the equitable title of his client. ‘To the firft of thefe propofals, it 
may be anfwered, that to give the monopoly of any commodity to a 
{mall number of men, is not the moft probable way to have it either 
cheaper or better; and to the other, that according to this fcheme, 
no trial could be had in which one or other of the advocates would not 


be eventually forfworn. This kind of contingent perjury, where, me 
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caufe that undergoes one or two ftages of appeal, the counfe! on both 
fides, may appear to have fworn both falfely and truly in the fame 
caufe, is not likely to confer much refpeét on a profeffion, which is 
already too much degraded in the eyes of this curious f{peculator. If 
any effect were to be expected from this introduétion of oaths, it would 
follow, that the greate{t bufinefs would be in the hands of the perfon 
who poflefled the moft callous confcience, not the greateft talents. 
Like oaths invented to protect religious eftablifhments, they may 
fometimes drive away honeft men, but knaves never. 

The Author has fubjcined, by way of poftfcript, a propofal for the 
reform of parliamentary reprefentation, in which the two points he in- 
fits upon, are a total abolition of borough reprefentatives, and the 
right of univerfal fuffrage, by which he means that every individual 
man in the kingdom be admitted as a voter, whether poffeffed ofany 


real or perfonal property or not. 
Art. 31. Dialogue between a Judge and the Foreman of a Jury. 
8vo. is. Kearfleéy. 1784. 

In an advertifement prefixed to this fhort dialogue, it is faid to 
have been found among the papers of a deceafed barrifter to whom 
the editor was appointed executor. Whether this account be real or 
fictitious ; whether the dialogue be the produétion of a living lawyer, 
or of one defun&, to whom the editor «éts as executor, or more truly 
perhaps as adminiffrator with this pamphlet annexed, is not very ma- 
terialto the Public. It contains fome fenfible and pertinent obferva- 
tions, which are meant for the guidance of juries, at the critical and 
important moment of deliberating upon their verdict, when it is fup- 
pofed they may be ftruggling between the trammels of legal fubtilty 
and the dictates of their own confciences, unwilling to convict a fel- 
low-fubje& upon the fingle fa& of publication, without any proof of 
criminality. 4 
Art. 32. An Appendix to the Fourteenth Edition of Burn’s Juftice ; 

containing feparately and diftin@ly all the Acts of Parliament, and 

adjudged Cafes for the laft Five Years down to the 24 Geo. III, in- 
clufive, and rendering the Fourteenth Edition as complete as the 

Fifteenth. By Somerville Dingley, Efq. 8vo. 3s, Lifter. 

1785. 

Mr. Dingley fays, It is well known, thatevery fubfequent edition 
of Burn’s Juftice renders the preceding one intirely ufelefs. ‘The pro- 
prietors of that work, taking advantage of this circumftance, inflead 
of furnifhing an appendix to bring it down to the prefent time, have 
obliged thofe who require the aid of fuch a performance, to purchafe 
the whole over again, when not one tenth part of it is additional 
matter, and that tenth part might, with the greateft propriety, have 
been publifhedfeparately. Dr. Burn, inan pe a oreo: to fe- 
veral of the late editions, hath expreffed his opinion of the inutility 
of fuch an undertaking. And, in fact, from the feveral attempts 
which have been made, from time to time, to eftablifh fuch appendix, 
and which have not been followed up by fubfequent editions, it feems 
as if fuch project had failed in the execution. He obferves, that to 
publith the alterations feparate, is a work of more difficulty than may 
be at firft apprehended. For to effe& this to any fufficient purpofe, 
many titles muft be taken in pieces, and wholly new-modelled ; 
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fometimes one act of parliament breaks into feveral different titles, aif 
of which mutt be furveyed, and rendered confiftent with each other ; 
and new titles frequently arife upon new emergencies. Thefe al- 
terations and additions in any one year would increafe to a volume of 
no inconfiderable dimenfions, and in two or three years time would 
be prodactive of infinite confufion ; and, notwithftanding all reafon- 
able attention that might be employed, the book and the appen- 
dixes, and the feveral appendixes one with another would be at va. 
riance. What Mr. Dragley fays, that by his method of proceetiing, 
the fourteenth edition is rendered as complete as the fifteenth, feems 
to be carrying the matter rather toofar. ‘There is a great difference 
between publithing abridgments of atts of parliament fingly and 
apart, and incorporating them in that part of the book to which they 
properly belong. ‘This Mr. Ding/cy does not pretend to ; but the fame 
is regularly performed by Dr. 2urz with refpect to the a€s of the 
twentieth, twenty-firit, twenty-fecond, and twenty-third of Geo, IIL. 
down to the date of the fifteenth edition. 

In a work of this kind, accuracy is eflentially requifite. In look- 
ing’ into the title Poor, in this appendix, we were furprifed not to find 
the ftatute 22 Geo. HI. c. 83. giving power to feveral divifions to 
unite in the maintenance of their poor jointly ; which ftatute is as re- 
markable and important as any other in the collection. 

POETRY. Vol—r. 


Art. 33. Hymns adapted to Divine Worfhip. In Two Books. 
I. Derived from fele& Paffages of Holy Scripture. II. Written 
on facred Subjects, and particular Occafions. By Thomas Gib- 
bons, D. D. 12mo. 3s. Buckland. 1784. 

Dr. Gibbons poffeffed genius; but his genius was encumbered ; 
and his exertions always gave us the idea of aman ftruggling undera 
toad which he could not throw off; or rather they prefented us with 
the image of a fire opprefled with ‘* logs of green wood,”’ which fupply 
more {moke than they afford heat, and inftead of burning clearly and 
freely, owe all-thceir blaze to the bellows. 

There is frequently a vigour, and even a fplendor in the Doétor’s 
conceptions ; but they generally gather a cloud about them in theiz 
efforts to fhine forth. 


‘ Not half fo fwift the kindled wheel 
Down rufhes on the goal ; 

Not half fo fwift the lightning fhoots 
Its flames from pole to pole: 


Ass Time’s impetuous pinions drive 
To reach eternity, 
To be ingulft, whence firft he rofe, 
In that unbounded fea.’ 
The thought is fublime ; but it is much injured by the expreffion. 
The Doétor might poflibly imagine ‘‘ down rufbes,” to be a fine 
fpecimen of the beautiful abrupt ; and we)conjecture that he had in 
his eye Dyer’s ‘* down dajbing,” in his ** Ruins of Rome.”” We 
think fuch language at the beft phantattic and affected ; and if it ever 
can be endured, it can only be in poems of the lighter kind. It 
buslefques a grave fentiment, and really, in our idea, prophanes 
3 a pious 
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4 pious one. It only mocks What it is intended to imitate ; and 
though frequently called ** the Echo of the Senfe,” is rarely any 
thing better than a childifh play on it. 

There is alfo a confufion ot metaphors in the lines we have juft 
quoted. ‘Ihe.poet confounds pinions with wheels; runs from the 
chariot to the /ightning ; then mounts the chariot again, and leaves 
the lightning to ‘* Loot its flames’ by itfelf. Hence the allufion be- 
comes maimed and defective; and the fecond ftanza only aniwers to 
half of the firkt. 

Dr. Gibbons, not at all alarmed by the ill fuccefs of a greater ad. 
venturer in the fame enterprize, or perhaps not apprized of it, hath 
made an attempt to reconcile the Sapphic meafure with the Inglath 
language, in an ode ‘* on, the return of Spring, improved as an em- 
blem ofthe refurreion.” Had he ferioutly meant to mock and ri- 
dicule both the /ubje@ and tiie metr2, he could not have anfwered the 
defign more effectually : 

« When the rough winter in its rigour rifes, 
Sleet, ice, and hail, ftorm with the warning forces 
Of the mad whirlwind thro’ the vaft of Heav’n 
Riding in uproar, 
How the broad meadows, how the fields and forefts, 
Stript of their honours, defolate and dreary, 
Mourn the dire ruin, while in floating mountains 
Rolls the wild ocean. 
What a rattle of words! It is enough to make one deaf to read it. In 
the next verfe the ftorm abates a little; and 
—— Spring comes with her balmy breezes, 
And her brows circled with a blaze of fun-beams. 
Inftead of being ftunned, we are dazzled ;—abfolutely dazaled, and 
that too by rivers. And how by them? Let the poet anfwer the 
gueftion : 
Rivers in torrents o’er their margin rolling 
Rapid and headlong, ceafe their inundations, 
And to the mid-day giving back their luitres, 
Gild the wide champaign. 
The blaze increafes till we are quite blinded by it; and the mafe 
becomes ‘* dark by excefive light.’”? But the can fee if we cannot. 
Every cloud and fhadow 
Scatter, diflolving in the light fupernal, 
That in blifs beaming thro’ immortal ages, 
Stands in one noon-day. 

We do not make thefe few remarks from any perfonal difrefpeét 
for the late worthy Author ; we havea great efteem for his character, 
and really refpeét his virtues and abilities. But he was not the Poct 
of our choice ; and we muft fubmit it to others whether the defect 
lies in our tafte or in the Doéttor’s poetry. 

We believe he was influenced by the moft pious motives in giving 
this Collection of Hymns to the Public; and they are certainly as 
good as compofitions of this fort generally are. ‘There are thofe who 
may derive great afliftance from them in their devotional exercifes ; 
for all ate not fo unhappy as to be critics. 

With refpect to their merit, we may in general obferve, that they 
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breathe an ardent fpirit of piety, and are free from thofe extrava. 
gancies that are fo difgufting, and thofe freedoins that are fo fhock- 
ing in the hymns and fpiritual fongs of fome modern enthufiafts, 
who feem to imagine, that in order to fing with the /pirit, it is abfo- 
lutely neceffary to infult the underfianding, and put decency to the 


bluth. B—k. 


Art. 34. A Poem addreffed to the United States of America. By 
David Humphries, Efq. Colonel in the Service of the United 
States, and Aid de Camp to his Excellency the ComManDER IN 
Cuirr. 4to. 2s. Newhaven printed; Paris reprinted ; Lon- 
don reprinted, for Kearfley. 1785. 

This American poem having been written before the conclufion of 
the war, and amidft the ‘* hurly burly” of military toils, the inge- 
nious Author apologifes for the imperfections of his performance 
(which are not few), and craves the cancid Reader’s indulgence, on 
account of his fituation, fo unfavourable to literary attentions ; and 
on this account he is certainly intitled to ; reat indulgence. Under 
every difadvantage, however, we perceive, in his conceptions, much 
of the true fpirit of poetry ; and there is a confiderable degree of me- 
lody and harmony in his verfification. He is a warm patriot; full 
of zeal for the profperity of the American arms *; and, confe- 
quently, to the Englith reader, fome of his expreflions refpecting the 
Britifo Invafion, will feem to have fallen from a pen dipped in gall ; 
but we muft remember that he wrote, as well as fought, z America, 
and for America. He celebrates the principal events of the war, and 
has many defcriptive glances at the /cenery, which cannot but afford 
amufement to even his readers on this fide of the Atlantic, however 
they may difapprove the caufe which gave birth to the poem. 

The following lines (not felected as the beft) may ferve as a fpe- 
cimen : 

‘ Now the fixth year of Independence {milecs, 

The glorious meed of all our warlike toils : 
Aufpicious pow’r! with thy broad flag unfurl’d, 
Shed thy ftern influence o’er the weftern world ! 
With thy congenial flame our hearts in{pire, 
With manly patience, and heroic fire ; 

‘The rudett fhock of fortune’s florm to bear, 

Each ill to fuffer, ev’ry death to dare ; 

To rufh undaunted in th’ advent’rous van, 

And meet the Britons, man oppos’d to man ; 
With furer aim repel their barb’rous rage, 

Shie!d the poor orphan, and the white-hair’d fage ; 
Defend the matron, and the virgin’s charms, 
And vindicate our facred sights with arms. 

This, the great genius off our land requires ; 
This, the bleft fhades of our illuftrious fires ; 
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* To infpire our countrymen now in arms, or who may hereafter 
be called into the field, with perfeverance and fortitude, through 
every {pecies of difficulty and danger to continue their exertions for 
the defence of their country, and the prefervation of its liberties, is 
the object of this addrefs, Pref. p. 5. 
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This, the brave fons of future years demand, 
Cheer the faint heart, and nerve the feeble hand ; 
This, facred Hope, that points beyond the fpan, 
Which bounds this tranfitory life of man ; 

Where glory lures us with her bright renown, 
The hero’s triumph, and the patriot’s crown.’ 


He concludes with the following prayer: 
* And oh, may Heav’n! when all our toils are paft, 
Crown with fuch happinefs our days at laf; 
So rife our fons, like our great fires of old, 
In freedom’s caufe, unconquerably bold ; 
With fpotlefs faith, and morals pure, their name 
Spread thro’ the world, and gain immortal fame. — 
And thou, Supreme! whofe hand fuftains this ball, 
Before whofe nod the nations rife and fall, 
Propitious fmile, and fhed diviner charms, 
On this bleft'end, the queen of arts and arms: 
Make the great empire rife on wifdom’s plan, 
The feat of blifs, and laft retreat of man.’ 


Art. 35. The Haftiniad; an Heroic Poem. Ia Three Cantos. 
4to. 1s.6d. Debrett. 1785. 

Though the title page promifes three cantos, we are only gratified 
with one, for a tafte ; and this in truth is too infipid to aggravate the 
difappointment of being fo taken in. We are told, in harmlefs fatiri- 
cal ttrains, of the arrival of Mrs. Haftings, her fplendor, her fwarthy 
retinue, the prefents fhe brought over for their Majefties, her meet- 
ing with the minifter, her prefents to him for fupporting her hufband, 
and his affurances of continuing that fupport. There is as little to 
admire as to blame throughout the whole ; but this very circumftance 
is infofferable. N. 
Art. 36. 4 Rhodomantade of Politics; or a Series of Fables, 

with Notes Varéorum; to be continued occafionally. 4to. 335. 

Appleyard. 1784. 

We have not much to urge in behalf of thefe political fables. The 
Author is, however, on the right fide at prefent, for his fables are 
calculated to keep the inns and the outs where they now are; for 


which the former at leaft are, no doubt, obliged to him. . 
Art. 37. 4 Poetical Epijile to a Friend in the Country, ato. 18. 
Faulder. 


This epiftle feems to,have been compofed without any determinate 
objet. Sixteen pages of vague and general fatire lead to the follow- 


ing fagacious conclufions :. 
‘ Whoe’er from folly draws his whole delight, 
Deceives himfelf, and doubts whate’er is right: 
Tis not enough the fpecious knave to fhun, 
If we in fecret act as they have done ; 
Tis not enough tocenfure that or this, 
What one thinks right, another thinks amifs ; 
Range where we will, and view all nature round, 
in virtue only happinefs is found.’ C -v-t, 


Ce 3 ’ Art. 
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Art. 38. Handel’s Ghoff, an Ode, on the Power of his Meffiah, 
as performed at Weftminfter Abbey, addreffed to her Majetty. By 
Pollirgrove Robinfon. 4to. 15. Debrett. 

As this ode is not of the clafs that will be admired by the few, we 
fhall fay nothing more of jt. C-t-t. 
Art. 39. Aeropborion. A Poem. -~- 1s. Dodfley. Oxford 

priated. 

This claffical little poem, we fhould conjecture, was originally com- 
poled as an academical exercife. Whoever may be the Author, he is 
one of her poetical fons, of whom Oxford need not be afhamed. He 
celebrates, with elegance and fpirit, the invention of the air balloon, 
Art. 40. Ode to the Humane Scciety. 4to. 1s. 6d. Printed for 

the Benefit of the Society. Sold by Dilly. 1784. Sho 

As well-withers to the inftitution, for the benefit of which this poem 
is printed, we forbear, in the prefent inftance, either to quote or criti- 
cife ; not chufing that the Reader’s curiofity or judgment fhould in 
any degree be foreftalled. We fhall only mention that this lyrical 
effufion comes from the pen of Edward Burnaby Greene, EF fq. 

Art. 41. Poems. By the Reverend William Lipfcomb, A. M. 
late of C. C. C. Oxon, and Chaplain to the Right Honourable the 
Earl of Darlington. 4to. 3s. 6d. Walter. 1784, 
Thefe poems are chiefly traniflations of Italian fonnets and odes of 

Horace. ‘The original pieces are only eight in number; of which 

the principal is on the beneficial effets of inoculation ; a poem that 

obtained one of the Chancellor’s prizes at Oxford in the year 1772. 

The tranflations are rather deficient in point of elegance, and the 

originals in fpirit, 0 

si ‘ DRAMATIC. : 

Art. 42. Liberty Hall; or a Teft of good Fellowfhip; a 
Comic Opera, in Two Aé&s ;—as performed with the greateft 
Applaufe, at the Theatre-Royal, in Drury-Lane. 8vo. 1s. 
Kearfley. 1785. 

By attempting too much, the Author of this piece has effected lefs 
than his abilities might poflibly have atchieved. He has endea- 
voured to comprife the fable of a comedy within the narrow limits of | 
a farce; and has confequently deprived himfelf of the means of 
unfolding his ftory with propriety, or exhibiting his characters with 
force and fpirit. On the whole, however, the dialogue and airs, 
as well as the defign, are rather {uperior to the common run of 
mufical farces, 

Art. 4% The Words of the Songs, Duets, &c. in the Nunnery, 

a Comic Opera, of Two Ads. Svo. 6d. Egerton. 1785. go 

Many of thefe fongs are poetical, and fome humourous. D : 
Ait. 44. Barataria; or, Sancho turned Governor: a Farce, in 

Two Aés, as it is performed at the Theatre-Royal, Covent- 

Garden. By Frederic Pilon. 8vo. 1s. Almon. 1785. 

Thefe two ats are confeffedly taken from Don Quixote, through 
the medium of Tom D’Urfey. Of this combination by Mr. Pilon, 
we cannot better exprefs our fenfe, than by a quotation, with only 
the variation of zames, of a couplet from the Dunciad : 

On two unequal crutches propt he came ; 
D’Urfey’s on this, on that Cervantes’ name. - 
: q 
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Ifo wonder thaf the refult fhould be the hobbling march, and lame 34 am 
government of poor Sancho ! C e 
Art. 45. The Patriot; a Tragedy; from a Manufcript of the 

late Dr. Samuel Johnfon: correéted by himfelf. 8vo. 15. 6d. 

Goulding, &c. 1785. ‘ayer 

From what ftill-born tragedy, or obfolete opera, the origin of 
this lamentable drama may be traced and derived, or whether from 
Glover’s Leonidas,—we have not leifure at prefent to examine; but 
have no fcruple to pronounce, that it was neither written, altered, 
nor correed, by the author of Jrene, the Rambler, the Englifh Dic- 
tionary, &c. &c. &c. C : 

NoveEts. 
Art. 46. The Cafeet: or Double Difcovery. By the Author of 
High Life. 1zmo. 2 Vols. 6s. Lowndes. 1785. 

The wiles and the detection of an hypocrite, and the trials and 
conftancy, together with the rewards of virtue, form the general out- 
line of this fenfible, animated, and well-written novel. p o~ it, 

Art. 47. The young Widow; or the Hiftory of Mrs. Ledwich 
Written by herfelf. Ina Series of Letters to James Lewis, Efq; 
rz2mo. 2 Vols. ss. fewed. Noble, 1785. 

This might have been called, with great propriety, The Wanton 
Widow. Her ftory is not badly related; but there is little in it to 
amufe, and {till Jefs to inftrué&t. Expectation is frequently excited : 
but it is feldom gratified ; and where the difappointment can be 
Jeaft borne, we meet with it in the ftrongeft force; and that is at 
the conclufion. 4 
Art. 48. The Virtuous Villagers. By John Potter, M.B. Au- 

thor of the Curate of Coventry*. 1zmo. 2 Vols. 5s. fewed. 

Cafs. 1784. 

Mr. Potter poffeffes abilities, which, we think, may be more 
fuccefsfully employed than in Novel-writing; in which he does 
not, in our apprehenfion, feem to excel. 

EDUCATION. 

Art. 49. Lectiones Selecta: or Sele& Latin Leffons in Morality, 
Hiftory and Biography, with an Englifh Tranflation as literal as 
poflible: better adapted, than any Thing hitherto publifhed, to 
the Capacity of young Beginners. By the Rev. John Adams. 
r2mo. 8d. Law. 1784. 

Thefe Leffons are too eafy, and too much in the Englifh man- 
ner, to afford the learner much exercife in the Latin idiom: they 
may however be of ufe as a firf? book, juft to lead him into the 
habit of conflruing, and make him acquainted with a few com- 

















mon words, Ee 
Art. §0. Liberal Edycation: or a practical Treatife on the Me- 
thods of acquiring ufeful and polite Learning. By V. Knox, 
M.A. 2 Vols. 12mo. 7th Edition. 6s. bound. Dilly. 1785. 
Our opinion of the general merit of this and the other publica- 
tions of this ingenious Author, hath been already given. The reafon 
why we notice the prefent edition of the Effays on Liberal Education, 








* See Rev. Vol. XLIV. p. 418, é‘ 
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is, becavfe the additional papers affixed to his fofmer obfervations 
* gn the Univerfities of this kingdom are of confiderable extent and 


importance. ‘They are arranged under the following titles, viz. Apo. ° 


Jogetical Remarks on the freedom ufed in cenfuring the Univerfi- 
ties. —On the Prejudices that will be formed againft any Writer who 
ublicly cenfures the Univerfities.—On the original Intention of 
GaiseekGes <-Oo the prefent State of the Univerfity of Oxford, 
—On the Statutes of the Univerfities.—-On the Refidence required 
in the Univerfities. On the Difcipline and Education of private 
Colleges, confidered feparately, &c.—On the Expences of Univer- 
fity Education.—On granting Te/fimouia of Morals and Proficiency, 
—Curfory Remarks on Univertity Honours.—On Profeflors and 
Profefforfhips.— On the Expediency of eftablifhing an Inftitution for 
eculiar Introdg¢tion to Religion. 

To thefe papers are added a few others on more general topics of 
literature ; written in the fame lively manner; and which will afford 
confiderable amufement to perfons who are willing to be carried 
down the gentle ftream of what is commonly called polite and agree. 
able reading. The refle&tions that occur are, however, thofe of a cul- 
tivated tafte and an improved mind: though we think the manner 
in which he treats the Univerfities bears too much the appearance of 
fome contraéted prejudice; but this is mere furmife. 

. Antequam exquirite matrem is a motto (for he mu have a motto) 
to one of his papers, and he gives this tranflation of it; ‘ Enguire 
after the origin of your alma Mater.’ He fhould have tranflated it in 
the following manner—‘‘ Strip the old woman to her bare fkin, and 
whip her about the town.”’ 

Mr Knox feems confcious of having excited much agitation in 
thofe who wihh to be ‘* at ea/e in their poffeffions ;’? and who adopt as 
a ufeful maxim what Seneca lamented as a cowardly one, in too ge- 
neral credit with the world: Vivimus ad exempla nec ratione comp.ni- 
mur, fet CONSWETUDINE abducimur. B.-..k. 
Art. 51. An Introduétien to the reading of the Holy Bible. 12m0. 

ts. Johnfon. 1784. 

We apprehend this little volume to be a new edition of Lady 
Mayne’s Abridgement of the Sacred Hiftory, of which an account 
was given in the Review for Odtober 1770, p. 317. It was 
not then. known to us that this .worthy Lady was the Author of 
that very commendable abridgment, as no name appeared in the 
title-page ; and we therefore {poke of it not as the produétion of 
a female pen. Another edition was printed in 1783, under the 
name of the reverend Mr. Sellon, and with fome alteration of the 
title, which gave it the appearance of an original work. This 
publication was mentioned in our Review for September, in the 
fame year, without any recollection of its having formerly attracted 
our notice. The firft edition was printed for Mr. Main, book- 
feller in Hambleton-ftreet, near Hyde-park Corner; who, we re- 


member, complained, in a letter to the Monthly Reviewers, of the’ 


injury done to him by Mr. Sellon. Whether the prefent repub- 
lication hath been made from Mr. Main’s original edition, or from 
Mr, Sellon’s, is not fignified by the anonymous Editor ; nor can 


we difcover it, as we have not the former impreffions at hand; but 
fome 

















a eet a 











Monruiy CaTALocueE, Mifcellaneous. 393 


fome alterations and improvements are fpoken of, in the adver- 

tifement prefixed to the book before us,—made, we prefume, by the 

Editor. 

Art. 52. The Holiday Prefent; containing Anecdotes of 
Mr. and Mrs, Jennett, and their Little Family. 24mo. 6d, 
Marfhall. 

Art. 53. emima Placid; or the Advantages of Good Nature, 
exemplified in a Variety of Familiar Incidents. z4mo, 6d. 
Marfhall. Ff 
Eafy and amufing books for children. ° 

MiIscELLANEOUS, 

Art. 54. Mifcellanies upon Various Subjects. By John Aubrey, Efq; 
A New Edition, with confiderable Improvements. ‘To which is 
prefixed fome Account of his Life. 8vo. 4s. bound. Otridge, 
&ce. 1784. 

The lilies of Aubrey, and notwithftanding the rapid progrefs 
of infidelity, there will in every age remain enough to admire him, 
will doubtlefs be well pleafed to fee his Hermetic philofophy, his 
apparitions, his angels and fpirits, his omens, his dreams, his in- 
vifible powers, and his prediétions, revived :.in which cafe both the 
publifhers and their cuftomers will mutually contribute to the fatif- 
faction of each other; and no one will be thanked for interfering 


between them. ‘ 
Art. 55.. The Tea-Purchafer’s Guide; or the Lady and Gen- 
tleman’s Tea-table and Ufeful Companion, in the Knowledge 
and Choice of Teas. Containing &c. (too much Amplification to 
copy). To which is added the Art of mixing one Quality of Tea 
with another, as practifed by Tea Dealers. By a Friend to the 

Public, who has been many Years in the Eaft India Company’s 

Service, particularly in the Tea Department. -Small 8vo. 1s. 

Kearfley. 1785. 

This is a compilation of fuch loofe general matter, as may at any 
time be eafily collected on any fubjeét to which the public attention 
may be directed by temporary circumftances. What real information 
it may contain as to the mode of mixing, to qualify one fort of tea 
by another, can only be known to tea-dealers; but tea-drinkers 
will not colle& much from it, farther than that the late general 
complaint of bad teas originated from the prize teas brought 
home by Governor Johnftone. Great quantities of thefe bad teas are 
faid to be at this time in London, and much art is faid to be prattifed 
to conceal the knowledge of them from the wholefale purchafers. 


Art. 56. 4 Rejoinder to an Anfwer from Mr. Clarke on the ° 


Subje@ of Offian’s Poems. By W. Shaw. M.A. F.S.A. Au- 
thor of the Galic Di€tionary and Grammar. 8vo. 1s. 6d. 
Crowder. 1784. 

This controverfy hath fo degenerated into perfonal abufe and 
recrimination, that it is become difgufting to every perfon of tafte 
and manners. The language which the Difputants have recipro- 
cally beftowed on each other, hath been of fo coarfe a texture, that 
they really infult the decorum of fociety by affuming the title of 
Gentlemen.—* You are a liar.’—* No—tis you, tis you be the liar.’ 
—And fo this polite catch goes round. 

4 . But 
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But furely'(as Mr. Shaw well obferves) there is a time when @ 
queftion like this muft have an end. If Fingal exilts in Galic, 
Jet the MSS. be fhewn! When Nodot pretended to have difcovered 
acomplete Petronius at Belgrade, the gencral cry of the learned 
was, * Stew us the Mawfeript.’”? The demand was a very reafonable 
one: and though undoubtedly there is a great difference in the two 
cafes, yet if Mr. Macpherfon really poffeiles the originals, he ought 
to publifh them: and ‘if he be conicious of having dealt ingeny- 
oully with the Public, he will not fhrink from the fevereft ferutiny. 
He mtay plead his difdain for his prefent antagonift; but he could 
not avail himfelf of that plea when Dr. Johnfon entered the lifts 
with him ; and produced accufations which equally tended to affe& 
his credit. But if Shaw be defpifed, if Johnfon be difregarded, 
fhould not the call of the Public be likened to? Jf a ferious 
charge be publicly brought, it will be credited, if it be not re- 

led. Perhaps, however, he is willing to forego the reputation 
of fidelity, as a franflater, for the honour of originality, as 4 


Porr. B-_k. 


RELIGIOUS. 


Art. 57. A Collection of Letters in Defence of Chriftianity, and its 
diftinguifoing Doérines, againft the Cavils of Infidels ; and on the 
Folly and Danger of Free-thinking. 8vo. 2s. 6d. Rivington. 1784. 
«If (fays this fage defender of the faith) we fow barley, oats will 

not be the crop.’ Very true. Andif a man think weakly, he will 

never write wifely. go 

Art. 58. An Anfwer to David Hume, and others, on the Subje@ 
of Liberty-and Neceflity, Providence, anda future State. 8vo, 
2s. Hookham. 1785. 
in every refpect oppotite to the preceding article. It ‘scandid, 

fenfible, and ingenious. ‘The argument agzinft the prevailing 
fyfiem of atheifm which maintains the eternity of the world, and 
an infinite fucceffion of animal beings, is managed with fingular 
acutenefs ; and we will lay it before our Readers asa happy {pecimen 
of the Writer’s talent for reafoning on the 4 poferteri ground. 

‘ Our experience convinces us, that all animals are of a fhort-lived 
and perifhable nature, and that generation continually fupplies a 
new race to fill up the places which their parents had occupied: 
either then this chain of beings muft have continued through the 
eternity pail, or there muft have been fome extrinfic caufe of their 
exiltence. 

"¢ Now 1 demand, in the firft place, 1f mankind has exilted from 
eternity, how comes it to pafs that we have never heard of him wll 
within thefe ftw thoufand years? How can we conceive that the 
fame’ reafop has Jain intitely dormant throvgh an eternity paft, 
which awaking at length, and without any aflignable caufe from its 
flumber, has, within a few thoufand years, peMormed fuch wonders? 
Puth back the exiltence of our fpecies as far as the Egyptians, Per- 
fians, Chaldeans, Chinefe, or Indians, have dreamed it, ftill do 
you make fuch an inconfiderable addigion to the date of man’s origin, 
as bears the fame proportion to an eternity paft, that 2 mathemati- 


cal point does to the univerfe? If ic be faid that the world has un- 


dergone a varicty of changes, fimilar to that occafioned by the de- 
luge, 
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Juge, which deftroyed the greater part of its inhabitants, and -re- 
duced the remainder to the ftate of favages, equally unacquainted 
with arts and fciences; I reply, that by {uch a fuppofition, the fol- 
lowers of Hume intirely deviate from his principles, which tie 
jhem down to acknowledge no event to have taken place, unlefs 
their own experience, or that of others perfectly well authenticated, 
has furnifhed them with an initance of a fimilar nature. Now no 
hiftory, except the Jewifh, has mentioned an univerlal, or even ge- 
neral deluge, and the infpired writer of this has announced the 
exiftence of God with the fame authority that he has afferted the 
defiruétion of mankind ; confequently, if you give credit to it in the 
one refpeét, you are, by the fame reafon, bounden to believe it in 
the other, and if you deny the teftimony of it, there is no founda- 
tion on which you can ground your hypothelis. The reveries of na- 
tural hiftorians will little avail in the prefent difpute. ‘The ftrata of 
ihells, found in feveral hills at a diftance from the fea, might per- 
haps, as Goldfmith imagines, have been produced in the trefh wa- 
ter; or if that may feem a contradiction to common experience, ftill 
do our antagonifts derive no advantage from it, fince both reafon 
and obfervation conftantly announce, that there has ever fubfifted an 
exact equilibrium between the fea and land; and that, if at any 
time the former has inundated a particular country, it has left bare 
a proportional part, which had been formerly fubject to its domi- 
nion. 

‘ Our opponents may next affert, that barbarous nations, like the 
Goths, Heruli, and Huns, may have ravaged the earth, and have 
totally deftroyed every veltige of fcience; but this fuppofition is 
equaliy inconfittent with the principles of Hume, fince no hiftory has 
mentioned an univerfal conqueit to have been made by any people, 
and confequently, as the caufe was but partial, the effects muft have 
been but partial, and fcience muit have been but partially injured. 
But not content with negative, hiftory furnifhes us with pofitive 
proofs in contradiction to this opinion, uniformly afferting, that as 
icience decayed in one part, it Hourifhed in another; as it declined 
in the Weft, it reared up its headin the Eait; and, as it was extin- 
guifhed by the religious difputes which fubfilted between the Empe- 
rors and the Monks at Conittantinople, it revived under the tolerate 
ing government of the Caliphs at Bagdat. 

‘Thus it appears, that if men have exilled from eternity, their rea- 
fon has lain dormant till within a few thoufand years; that we can- 
not impute this effect to any jufiicient caufe, fince hiltory warrants 
no general deilruction of the human ipecies, either by phyfical or 
moral agents, confequently man muit, within thefe few thoufaad 
years, have arifen without a caufe, or muit have been iadebted to 
jome other Being for his exiltence.’ 

There is no metaphyfical fophiftry that can overcome thofe plain 
and obvious deductions of reafon and experience. He 
Art. §9. 4 Letter to the Koman Cathelics of the City of Worcefter, 

from the late Chaplain of that Society ; iiating the Motives which 

induced him to relinquifh their Communion, and become a Mem- 
ber of the Proteftant Church. 8vo. 6d. Rivington. 1784. | 

This little tract was firft printed at Philadelphia; and a few copies 
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of it were immediately tranfmitted from thence by the Author [Mr, 
Wharton] to fome of his friends in London, Worcefter, &c. as a 
brief apology for his conduct in leaving the church of Rome, Thofe 
copies, however, were cautioufly fuppreffed, by that blind and 
bigoted zeal, which always difcredits the caufe it means to defend, 
and renders that fufpected, which it is unwilling to have examined. 

The tract is now republifhed for more general circulation ; and we 
think it entitled to notice and refpeét, for the liberal fpirit which it 
breathes, and the juft arguments with which it abounds. 

The following tribute of refpec to the fociety of the Jefuits, among 
whom the Author received his earlier education, does great honour 
to his feelings as a man of a generous and grateful fpirit; and 
2s it tends to wipe away unmerited obloquy from a large and 
diftinguifhed body of Ecclefiaitics, we with pleafure prefent it to 
our Readers. 

‘ He |z.¢. the Author, an American by birth] was fent to Eu- 
rope when very young, and after pailing through fome years of very 
rigid difcipline in a foreign academy, fecluded from fociety, and de- 
barred from every fpecies of information, that could make him ac. 
quainted with himfelf or the world, he was induced to take orders 
among a body of men equally diftinguifhed by their eminence and 
their fall. Whatever afperfions they may lie under of ambition, or 
avarice, the firft raifed very few of them to any dignities in the 
charch, nor was the fecond directed jp procuring the delicacies that 
pamper the holy indoilence of many other conventuals. The fcanty 
revenues of their eftablifhments have been difcovered ; the fantom of 
their imaginary treafures is no more, and their bittereft enemies have 
never impeached the purity of their morals. Cut off by the power, 
jn defence of which they were ever prodigal of their labours and 
their blood, they fell pitied by many, who abhorred the obje& of 
their zeal ; and muft be confidered by a// as an additional monument 
of the ingratude and tyranny of Rome. Under the eye of the pre- 
tended father of the faithful, they were oppreffed by calumny, and 
ftript of their pofleflions, without being allowed to appeal to the tri- 
bunal of the Public, or the laws of their country. The Buil that 
pronounced the fuppreflion of their order, forbids them, or their 
friends, under pain of excommunication, to utter or write a fyllable 
jn their defence. Such is the tender mercy and juitice of a church, 
which ftyles herfelf the Joly mother, and miftrefs of all others. The 
humane Reader will excufe this flender tribute of gratitude, which 
the Author pays to the memory of an unfortunate fociety, in which 
he received the firft leflons of virtue, and principles of religion. The 
firft, he truits, he fhall never forget; although conyiGion obliges him 
to abandon jome of the latter.’ 

Such language is becoming that ‘* qwi/dom? which is ‘* awithout 
partiality, and without hypocrify.” 


Art. 60. The Hiflory of Antichrifi, or Free Thoughts on the 
Corruptions of Chriitianity. By William Richards. 8vo. 15. 6d. 
Buckland. 1784. | 
In this Author’s opinion, the reformation hath but partially over- 

thrawn the kingdom of Antichrift. Infant /prinkling was one of the 

pilats on which it flood; and while this {uppofition maintains its 
| a ground, 
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round, Antichrift will have fome thare in the dominion of the Pro- 
teftant world. He may not fhow his head ; but ftill (to ufe our Au- 
thor’s words in another cafe) he hath at leatk a toe or a finger in the ad- 
miniftration of affairs. 

‘ Inthe days of King Charles the Second lived Mr. Feremiah Ives, 
an eminent Baptif? minifter, particularly noted for his great polemi- 
cal abilities. ‘Ihe king being acquainted with his chara¢ter, fent for 
him to difpute with a Popifp prief. Mr. Ives appeared in the habit 
ofaclergyman ; and the difpute was carried on before the king and 
many others. In the courfe of the debate, his opponent prefled the 
prieft very clofely ; fhewing, that whatever antiquity they pretended 
to, the doétrine and practices of his church could by no means te 
proved apoftolic, fince they are not to be found in any writings 
which remain of the apoftolic age. The prieft, after much wrang- 
ling, at laft replied, that this argument was of as much force againft 
infant baptifm as againft the doétrines and ceremonies of the church of 
Rome. Mr. Ives readily granted that it was fo. This conceflion 

ave the prieft an opportunity to know his man; and he immediately 
broke up the difpute, declaring that he had been cheated, and would 

roceed no further; for he came to difpute with a clergyman of the 
eftablifhed church, and it was then evident that his antagonift was an 
anabaptift preacher. 

‘ The prieft thought, Sir, that there was a vaft difference, efpe- 
cially in the field of the popifh controverfy, between a clergyman of 
the church of England and what he called an Anabaptift preacher.— 
And it appears that he thought the latter really an invalnerable foe ; 
for nothing, it feems, could perfuade him to look Mr. Ives in the 
face, after he had once difcovered who he was.—He did not fear him 
while he took him for a church of England parfon; nor would he, I 
dare fay, have fhrunk from the combat, had he found him to be an 
Independent minifter ; for in either cafe he could eafily have fecured 
himfelf from the difgrace of a defeat by the help of his opponent’s 
pxdobaptift principles ; and he feems to have known well how to 
make a right ufe of every advantage he might derive from that quar- 
ter, and to have been able to advance as good reafons for all the 
ufages of the Romifh church, as any pxedobaptift could advance for 
infant fprinkling. Moreover, itis perfectly clear that he confidered 
his antagonift’s holding infant fprinkling as his own dernier refort ; 
for when Mr. Ives gave up that point, he had not one word more to 
fay to him.’ 

Mr. Richards, with great fhrewdnefs, remarks, that infant /prink- 
ling hath often afforded a handle to the Deitts to reprefent Chrittianity 
as abfurd, becaufe it hath iniftituted a rite that is unwarrantable in 
itfelf, and ufelefs in its practice. He particularly refers to Dodwell’s 
Chriftianity not founded on Argument, as a proof of this remark; and 
at the fame time takes notice of the awkward attempts that were made 
by his various anfwerers to repel the force of the infidel’s attack, while 
yet they admitted the abfurd rite which had afforded him fuch juft 
grounds for cavil, and gave fuch plaufibility to the reafoning by 
which he endeavoured to eftablith his propofition. 

The Author’s own attempt to repel the force of the argument from 
Tertullian, and particularly from Origen, is equally awkward and 
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futile, and fhows a mind ftrongly tinftured with the prejudices of 
arty; and his ftory of Mrs. 'Temple’s having been cured of a cancer 
in her breaft, by virtue of the water of baptifm, and that too within 
three days after fhe was dipped, is a proof that a man may write 
againft Antichrilt, and yet be as credulous and fuperflitious as any of 
his followers. W 
In examining Dr. Prieftley’s notion of baptifm, our Author js 
fomewhat jocular. He meant to make his Readers merry at the ex. 
pence of the Do&or; and indeed it is f{carcely poflible to be grave 
when reading the following very ludicrous pafiage : * Dr. Prieftley 
fays, ** There can be no doubt, that when the Jews in future ages 
‘« made converts to their religion, they obliged every matt.r of a fa- 
*¢ mily both to fubmit to the rite himfelf, and likewife to fee that all 
** his houfehold, or a/f that depend upon him, did the fame.”— 
Au! (Mr. Richards exclaims—a///) furely not his wéfe and the 


females of the family! Yet by the Dodtor’s rule, even they ought to 


have undergone /ome /ort of circumcificn—that of a finger or a toe at 
leaft, as well as the males! ‘This is a fly touch ; and how the Do&or 
will manage the circumcifion of the females, or what member he 
will feleét for the operation, as we have not his knowledge of the 
{ubject, we prefume not to conje‘iure. 

Mr. Richards is an arch and fubtile difputant; fees the weak fide 
of an argument, and attacks it with fpirit and ardour. However, 
he affures us, that though he is prone to indulge a laugh at nonfenfe 
and abfurdity, and is not difpofed to be over complaifant to fuper- 
flition and error, yet that he és mo Zigot. We are glad to hear it; 
for really we had like to have miitaken his charaéter. B-tk. 
Art. 61. Three Effays on Grace, Faith, and Experience, wherein 

feveral Gofpel ‘lruths are ftated and illuftrated, and their oppofite 

Errors pointed out. By 8. Ecking. 8vo. 15. 6d. Evans. 

1784. 

This writet appears to have been * deeply verfed in the peculiari- 
ties of Calvinifm, and hath ftated in as clear alight, as fubjects fo 
ob{cure and myiterious can be ftated, their dogtrinal evidence, and 
their practical improvement; and, at the fame time, he hath taken 
care to guard chem againft the abufcs and mifreprefentations of the. 
Libertine and the Antinomian. De 
Art. 62. 4 Charge delivered to the Clergy at York, Fune 16, 1784. 

By William Cooper, D.D. F.R.S. Archdeacon of York. 

4to. 1s. Davis, 

The worthy archdeacon calls the attention of his reverend bre- 
thren to the calamitous judgments of Heaven which have. lately vi- 
fited the iniquities of the nations ; particularly to the great fog which 





* The Author, we underftand, was a Baptif minifter at Chefter, 
and died at the age of twenty-feven, ledving a widow and fmall fa- 
mily ; to whom the fale of this pamphlet might prodace fome little 
advantage, were the fubjects likely to attraét the attention of the 
Public. To its BENEVOLENCE, however, we with to recommend the 
performance of a young man, who was by no means deititute 0 
ingenuity. 
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enveloped the fun for fix months at Naples and Rome, and fpread ics 
tnreatening fhades to the coait of Afia, and along the fhores of the 
Mediterranean ; tothe violent ftorms that ravaged the fhores of Bri- 
{ain and Norway, carried terror into the Baltic, and extended their 
fury from the Atlantic to the Indian Ocean ; to the eruptions in Ice- 
Jand, and the earthquakes in Calabria and Salonica; and finally (by 
way of giving a ftriking fzifo to the climax), to the ** fiwe meteors, 
which have exhibited the moft extraordinary appearances in thefe 
kingdoms.” 

‘Acacrifis fo full of terror, when fuch extenfive calamities, pregnant 
with every human mifery, have happened among the nations abroad, 
dnd when our own fituation at home calls for the exertion of whatever 
wifdom or vigour is left among us, let me, ds my duty commands, 
fays the archdeacon, freely fpeak unto you.’ 

Notwithftanding the compliment he pays (jufily, no doubt) to § ze 
clear and unclouded faculties? of his reverend brethren, yet we queftion 
whether it will make amends for the moft unfavoury, though bene- 
volent piece of advice that was ever delivered from the archidiaconal 
chair, viz. * Aid your parifhioners, and remit their tithes.’ His cau- 
tious admonition, to ‘ check mew opinions,’ will, perhaps, be more at: 


tended to. B bane k . 


S ER M ON 5%. 


I. The Religious Ufe of Botanical Philofophy. Preached at St. Leonard, 
Shoreditch, on Whitfunday, June 3, 1784, on the Wifdom of 
God, as difplayed in the Vegetable Creation. By William jones, 
M.A. F.R.S. 4to. as. Robinfon. 

‘This Sermon, the intent of which is fufficiently expreffed in the 
title, was preached agreeably to the will of the late Mr. Fairchild*, 
who left Twenty Shillings to be paid annually, for a Sermon upon 
this fubje&t ; but additions have been fince made to his bequeft; fo 
that the compliment to the Preacher is now Three Guineas. The 
appointment is in the Royal Society. 

The difcourfe treats of the following particulars : 

1. Of the form and ftrnéture of Vegetables. 

2. Of the manner of their growth. 

3. Of their natural ufes, for food and medicine. 

4. Of their moral ufes, for the advancement of human pru- 
dence, and religious faith. Making allowances for fome few pecu- 
liarities of thinking, and manner, the Reader, whether botanical or 
not, will perufe this little tract with pleafure. 

x* We think the Author fhould have given a note, at the foot 
of p.6. where he expatiates on a particular flower, which he 
ftyles ‘ the glory of the Vegetable Creation.’ ‘ Like the night- 
ingale,’ fays he, ‘ which delights the ear of man, and difplays its 
kill without a rival, while other birds are filent and at refi.? Mr. 
Jones does not give his Readers the name of this diftinguifhed 
plant; nor do we, at this moment, recollect any one which anfwers 
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* He was a Gardener, at Hoxton, He died in 1729. 
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to this defcription, except the Ca@us Grandiflorus; which is, cer. 


tainly, a wonderful and glorious flower, for its fize, fcent, and - 


other properties. It is to be feen in the Royal Botanic Garden at 
Kew, 1n the fummer time. 








II. 4 Sermon on the Window Tax. Wot intended to be Pei a-h, 


in St. Stephen’s Chapel on Candlemas Day, 1785. By 

Somebody. 4to. 1s. Brecknock printed, and fold by Bladon 

in London. 

Somebody finding Sterne to be an admired writer, and perceiving 
he was alfo a rambling writer, thought if he could affociate a par- 
cel of fentences in an incoherent manner fo as to amount to nothing, 
he fhould immediately ftart up a Sterne! Such an idea applied to 
a difcourfe, and that fermon on a popular fubje&, gave birth to this 
fermon on the window tax, which forms great pretenfions to a kind 


of humour that wore out even in the hand of the original. k 


Ill. Preached at the Anniverfary Meeting of the Sons of the 
Clergy, in the Cathdral Church of St. Paul, May 22, 1783. By 
the Reverend Richard Kaye, LL. D. F.R.S. Sub-Almoner to 
his Majefty, Archdeacon of Nottingham, &c. 4to. ‘1s. .Ri- 
vington. 1784. 

An ingenious and fenfible difcourfe ; recommending, in a pleafing 
manner, the object immediately in view. ‘The text is Gen. xlviii. 
21. Behold I die, but God fhall be with you. 'To the difcourfe is 
added, as ufual, a lift of the nobility, clergy, and gentry, who have 
been ftewards for the feafts of the Sons of the Clergy, together with 
the names of the preachers, and the fums colleted at the anniver- 
fary meetings, fince, the year 1781. a 
IV. Preached in the Parifh Church of Lyonfhall, in the County of 

Hereford, July 29, 1784, being the Day appointed for a public 

Thankfgiving. By Samuel Phillips, Clerk, Curate of the faid 

Parifh. 8vo. 6d. Bew, &c. . 

Mr. Phillips’s Sermon, though the /a/, is not the leaftin point of 
merit, in our lift of Difcourfes on the late General Thank{giving : 
we are much pleafed with the good fenfe, moderation, piety, and 
benevolence which it breathes. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


*.* The printer and publifher of the Child’s firft book, which 
from our recommendation has been much enquired after, is Fenwick 
of Newgate-ftreet, whofe name ftands firft in the title. We find 
that the Reverend Mr. S. Palmer drew it up for his own children 
fome time ago, but did not publifh it. 





+4+ A namelefs Correfpondent enquires, whether the Monthly 
Reviewers have given any charatter of ** Ben Mordecai’s Apology, &c.” 
The Enquirer will find accounts of that refpeétable work in our 
agth, soth, and 51ftvolumes. We are obliged to him for informing 
us that a new edition of it was publifhed laft year, in two volumes ; 
which intelligence is hereby tranfmitted to our Readers. 


SOR. 


. &2 














